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MPs debate 
air strikes 

THE momentous decision on whether 
to take military action or not is one of 
the most agonising an MP may face. 

This week, members of the House of 
Commons faced just that dilemma. As The GEM 
was going to press yesterday, MPs were voting 
on whether Britain should take part in air strikes 
against Islamic State forces based in Syria. 

The Government motion under consideration 
made a number of points that ‘the House’ had 
noted; 

That ISIL poses a threat to the UK. 

That it welcomes United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 2249, which determines that 
ISIL constitutes an ‘unprecedented threat’. 

That it recognises the importance of post¬ 
conflict planning. 

It was asked to support the Government in 
taking military action, specifically airstrikes, 
exclusively against ISIL in Syria. 

Some critics oppose the bombing, citing 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya as unresolved 
conflicts after bombing campaigns. They also 
argue that when countries in the West take 
military action in the Middle East, it encourages 
the radicalisation of some young Muslims. 



Cowbridge^s Reindeer 
Parade went ahead in 
difficult circumstances 
last Sundayf as strong 
winds and rain swept 
across the Vale. 
However^ there were 
plenty of youngsters who 
were determined to meet 
Santa. Quite a few of the 
children dressed up as 
his elvesf and are 
pictured (left) with 
Santa, and also with 
Coun David Morris, the 
Mayor of Cowbridge 
with Llanblethian. 

(See page 20 for more 
photos of the day, by 
Glyn Evans). 


The Poppy Appeal’s display 
opens a window on the past 


• The GEM would welcome our readers’ 
views on an explosive issue that has polarised 
opinion in the country. 




LATE NIGHT 
SHOPPING 



Thursday 10th December 
open until 8pm. 

Christmas opening times: 7th-24th December. 
Mon-Sat Warn-6pm, Sun Warn-4pm. 
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Starting December 1st with 

ONE DAY ONLY 

exclusive Christmas special 
offers in store every day! 

40 High Street, Cowbridge CF71 7AG 
Tel 01446 776489 @JRC_ Jewellery 


Report by PHILIP IRWIN 


THE large poppies 
fixed to the lamp 
posts in Cowbridge 
and Llanblethian 
during this year’s 
Poppy Appeal 
produced much 
favourable 
comment from 
visitors. 

In fact, it is quite 
likely that other 
communities will look 
to do the same thing 
next year. 

However, another 
spin-off from the 
displays was the 


emergence of more 
information about one 
of the Llanblethian men 
who were remembered 
in this way - including a 
family photograph! 

The niece of one of 
the men who lost his life 
during WWl contacted 
Poppy Appeal organiser 
David Howell, and they 
shared the information 
they had about him. 

Mr Howell said; “It 
revealed a poignant 
story of how, what may 
have started as a big 


adventure, turned into a 
tragedy. It is very 
moving and we felt we 
should share it with the 
people of Cowbridge”. 

Evan Thomas David 
was born in 
Llanblethian in mid 
1898. He was the elder 
of two sons, and two 
daughters, of David and 
Lima David. 

The family lived at 
various homes in 
Llanblethian when Tom 
was a child and at the 
time of the 1911 census, 


Glamorgan Law 


YOUR LOCAL LAW FIRM OF CHOICE- 



lived near Kingscombe 
Larm. Young Tom, at 
this time was 12 years of 
age, and was described 
as a butcher’s helper. 

War was declared in 
August 1914 and Lord 
Kitchener immediately 
put out a call for men to 
enlist. The feeling in the 
country at the time was 
almost one of euphoria, 
recruitment was in full 
swing across the country 
and the general opinion 
was that the war would 
be over by Christmas. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 4) 



A family 
photo of Evan 
Thomas David - 
the 'boy soldierL 
The image was 
made available 
as a result of the 
Poppy displays. 


HUCHINGS ELECTRICAL LTD 

Electrical Engineers and Contractors 

Are your smart devices using up your sockets in the home? 
fed up iooking for sockets in the house? 



Hitchings Electrical have the answer!!! 

For a limited time only we can replace an existing 
socket with built in USB charging ports for 
£60.00 inc VAT each (discounts offered for multiples) 

Hitchings Electrical Cowbridge (Cowbridge LTD) 

North Road Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7DF {fUjS 
^rrL 01446 773489 
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Poem born of love 


1 WOULD just 
like to comment 
on the beautiful 
poem to Ella Rhian 
in The GEM birth 
notices last week). 

She is a very lucky 
little girl to have such a 
loving, great grandad 
who has so eloquently 
and tenderly said the 
words his dear wife is 
now unable to express 
because of her illness. 

Moved 


I hope Ella will 
treasure it forever, and 
the love of her great 
grandparents. 

It is a gift to be able 
to put into words the 
way we feel; and to be 
caring enough to take 
the time to say those 
beautiful words on 
behalf of the wife he 
obviously loves dearly, 
is rare indeed. 

Glenys Priest, 

Barry. 

to tears 


1 AM writing while crying after 

reading the poem in the birth notices 
in last week’s GEM. 

I had to write to say how beautiful it is, while 
being a sad reminder of what a cruel illness 
Alzheimer’s disease is. 

What a beautiful poem and good advice and I 
hope Ella Rhian has a wonderful long and happy 
life. 

Name and address supplied. 

No road cure! 


W ITH regard to Paul 

Blanchland’s letter in The GEM 
last week, the reason the cycle 
path by the Barry crematorium has been 
dug up, is that some bright spark in the 
council has come up with the bright idea 
of replacing it with a bus lane and cycle 
path - as if that is going to cure Port 
Road’s traffic problems! 

D Coles, 

Barry. 


‘Look into the 
street potholes!’ 


I WAS interested to 
read a letter from 
Mr B Kirke, of 
Crossways Street, 
Barry, regarding 
potholes in his 
locality. 

I have now asked the 
highways department at 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council if they will go 
out and inspect the 
potholes in Bassett 
Street and Crossways 
Street with a view to 
action. 

I am sorry to hear 
about this matter and 
sincerely hope that these 


roads will be added to 
the list to be done next. 

I do not support 
turning the lights off at 
night, and share Mr 
Kirke’s concern about 
how these holes are a 
health and safety issue 
when the lights are off. 

Perhaps instead of 
switching the lights off, 
the council should 
consider scrapping the 
Mayor role to save 
money? Clearly, more 
needs to be done in the 
Bassett area. 

Conn Richard Bertin, 
Independent, 

Vale Council. 


Go to the The GEM for the 
latest stories and breaking news... 

www.bariry-today.co.uk 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 



PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 


Readers’ Letters 

Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, 
at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Coimhridge CF71 
7EL or email gemeditorial@tmdlenews.co.uk 

• LETTERS Aim E-M/ULS MUST INCLXWE FULL ADDRESS 
AND A CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER. 

IMPORTiUNT: We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 

An email address alone is not sufficient! 

We will (in certain clrcumstances)protect a writer’s identity, if requested. 


MERGER: ‘THE VALE 
AND CARDIFF ARE 
NOT SO DIFFERENT’ 


1 AND many others agree that the 
WAG proposal to merge 22 local 
authorities into eight is in the public 
interest, as it will save at least 
£650million over ten years. 

It is unfortunate that around 2,000 admin jobs 
will be lost during this process; currently there are 
1,250 serving salaried councillors in Wales, which 
will be reduced significantly to approximately 600. 

These changes are necessary in light of the 
future cuts facing local government. 

Our current leader, Coun Neil Moore, and most 
other councillors are against the proposed merger, 
as it suggests the VoG merge with Cardiff. He has 
stated that the merger is an untenable mess and 
calls on the WAG to abandon the flawed plan. 

He also praises the council by using comforting 
words from reports to support the argument. 
However, I have noticed some caveats in the 
Auditor’s report which state that specific indicators 
do not provide a clear picture of outcomes being 
achieved. 

Additionally, there are 13 proposals for 


improvement which are 

Fitting 
to our 

I DON’T usually 
put pen to paper, 
but I feel I must 
thank Mr Philip 
Irwin for the article 
he wrote in the 
Cowbridge and 
Llantwit GEM on 
November 19 
regarding my 
wonderful niece 
Tanya Floyd. 

Philip managed to 
capture the huge 
outpouring of grief that 
not only the family were 
feeling and still are, but 
also the enormous love 
that was felt for Tanya. 

I must personally 
thank the community of 
Cowbridge for the love 
and support they showed 
to my sister and family 
and to Tanya’s husband 
Mark and her sons Elis, 
Josef and Einley, as I 
have now seen such 
kindness and support in 
such huge measures; I 
know all the family have 
taken great comfort from 
this and wish to thank 
everyone. 

Tanya’s JustGiving 
page has now reached 
over £8,600 and is still 
rising, a huge thank you 
to Rhian Eloyd who set 
up this page in memory 
of Tanya and also a 
thank you to those who 


not mentioned in the 

tribute 

Tanya 

donated and supported 
Tanya’s two charities. 

As stated in Philip’s 
article, Tanya not only 
gave so much while she 
was alive, but also in her 
death by becoming an 
organ donor she has 
saved at least five 
people’s lives to date. 

As from December 1, 
in Wales we will have an 
‘opt out’ system unless 
you register your 
decision. People should 
be aware that by not 
actually registering your 
decision, you are giving 
‘deemed consent’, but 
this does not apply if 
you die outside of 
Wales, and this means 
the decision will then 
pass back to your next of 
kin. 

By choosing to 
register a decision either 
online at 

organdonation.nhs.uk or 
by filling in the leaflet or 
by calling 0300 
1232323, you could save 
many lives. There are 
7,000 people on the UK 
waiting list for 
transplants. Please take 
the time to read about 
and consider becoming 
an organ donor. 

Mandy McGowan, 
Rhoose. 


council leader’s statement. The Auditor said that 
they will monitor the council’s implementation of 
those proposed improvements. 

It has not been stated in any of the leader’s 
reports on this issue that there is a significantly 
reduced probability of Vale councillors being re¬ 
elected should the mergers go ahead. 

Therefore, self-interest prevails, with most 
councillors wishing to remain in office claiming a 
small stand-alone council is of great benefit to the 
electorate - questionable. In the interest of the 
taxpayer, the advantages are obvious - with eight 
chief executives, heads of education, social 
services, planning etc - instead of 22. 

The leader claims the Vale of Glamorgan is very 
different from Cardiff, geographically and 
culturally. These differences are not significant 
enough to prevent a merger of the Vale Council 
with the go-ahead city of Cardiff under the 
direction of WAG with delivery of the ‘City Deal’ 
for Cardiff. 

There is a real opportunity for local government 
to make great savings for the taxpayer and if 
councils work together, plan well, and involve their 
staff, there is an opportunity for significant 
savings - greater than the £650million identified. 

This means more money for front-line public 
services and investment in communities supporting 
the economy. Primarily, as a taxpayer, secondly as 
a councillor, I hope the merger goes ahead. 

Einally, unavoidable mergers to save money 
should not be used as an excuse to squander money 
on recruiting more Assembly members, since 
Wales has a population of only three million 
people. 

Coun Philip Clarke, 

Independent, Rhoose. 


‘Religion: remember 
the good works, too’ 


A S one of the 
Vale’s many 
Quakers and, 
therefore, a pacifist, I 
was intrigued to read 
Diane Mitchell’s 
headline letter 
‘Religions have run 
their course’ (Letters, 
November 26) which 
suggested that 
religion was 
responsible for a vast 
range of violence in 
the world and was, 
therefore, no longer 
relevant. 

Does she think that if 
there were no religion 
there would 
consequently be no 
anger, hatred, jealousy, 
greed, intolerance and 
all the other negative 
traits that lead to 
violence? 

If not, then perhaps 
she ought to consider 
that without religion, 
people who wished to 


find a reason to fight 
would still do so. 

Perhaps instead she 
might like to consider 
the vast range of good 
works done by religious 
groups. The next time 
she sees coverage of The 
Trussell Trust’s vital 
work in establishing 
foodbanks across the UK 
for those most in need, 
she should remember 
that they are just one 
organisation with a 
religious background 
which has proved vital 
in combating poverty 
and deprivation. 

Religion reflects the 
nature of human beings 
and could be used for 
good or ill. Of course, 
we should condemn its 
misuse by terrorists, but 
only if we also celebrate 
the works of those who 
understand its true 
message. 

David Heald, 

Llantwit Major. 
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‘No-go areas’ 
and a question 
of integration 


1 WRITE with 
regard to the 
article headed 

‘Multiculturalism 
has run its course... 
we must focus on 
integration, ’ by Dr 
Altaf Hussain in 
The GEM, on 
November 19. 

Well, I am outraged! 

I was bom in Barry 
nearly 80 years ago, and 
had the privilege of 
growing up in what we 
understood was a 
‘Christian country’. 

Not everyone shared 
our devotion to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, but 
this did not affect our 
relationships or 
friendships - even 
towards those from 
other countries and 
cultures. 

Christianity teaches 
us to love - even to 
love our enemies. 

I take exception to Dr 
Hussain telling us all 
that “we must focus on 
integration.” 

Is it not true that 
some parts of the UK 
have been taken over to 
such a degree that they 
are virtually no-go 
areas? 

Many families make 
every effort to send 
their children to Islamic 


schools and colleges; 
they dictate how their 
wives and daughters 
should dress, and who 
their daughters should 
marry. 

Women are down¬ 
graded to less than 
second class and non- 
Muslims are called 
'"dhimmies” (second 
class citizens). 

If I visited some 
Islamic countries, such 
as Saudi Arabia, I 
would not be allowed to 
take my Bible with me, 
and I would certainly 
not be allowed to build 
any kind of Christian 
church. 

Saudi Arabia, which 
is given such a high 
profile in this country, 
allows public 
executions where 
people go along to 
observe these events, 
then return home to 
resume their lives. 

The bloodshed there 
is quite comparable to 
that in Syria. 
FOOTNOTE: 

The GEM has 
withheld the elderly 
lady writer’s name and 
address. 


CHOIR SAYS 
THANK YOU 

1 AM pleased to report that the Barry 
Male Voice Choir’s recent recruitment 
evening was a great success, and 19 
prospective new members attended. 

Now we hope that the majority of them will 
stay to increase the choir numbers and enjoy the 
experience as much as last year’s recruits. 

Thank you for the ongoing support provided 
by The GEM for all Barry Male Voice Choir 
activities. 

B R Edwards, 

(Treasurer). 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL DECEMBER 10) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

03 Thur 

11.24 

8.1 

23.58 

7.8 

04 Fri 



12.28 

8.0 

05 Sat 

01.09 

7.7 

13.43 

7.8 

06 Sun 

02.21 

7.9 

14.51 

8.0 

07 Mon 

03.23 

8.1 

15.42 

8.3 

08 Tues 

04.12 

8.5 

16.31 

8.7 

09 Wed 

04.53 

8.9 

17.11 

9.1 

10 Thur 

05.31 

9.3 

17.47 

9.3 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


We abide by the code of practice upheld by the 
Independent Press Standards Or;ganisation 
(IPSO). This contains 
provisions for issues such as accuracy. 

If you have a complaint, write to us at the address 
below, left, or call editorial manager Don John on 
01446 774484. All complaints will be fully 
investigated. If you are not satisfied with the 
outcome, you may wish to contact IPSO, Gate 
House, I Farringdon Street, London EC4M 7LG 
Website: www.ipso.co.uk. Tel: 0300 123 2220. 
E-Mail: complaints(^ipso.co.uk. 

Enquiries: inquiries(^ipso.co.uk. 
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Popular 

‘Nativity 

Walk’ 

returns 



ABOVE: Simon Gooding and 
Rhiannon Miskin as Joseph and Mary. 
The little town of Rhiannon Miskin is 

Bethlehem is 

Joseph and Mary meet 


coming 


the innkeepers, and then 


Cowbridge next shepherds, when an 
week — courtesy of angel speaks to them of a 
Churches Together great new birth, 
in Cowbridge. In the Physic Garden, 

On Friday, December the wise-men will meet 
11 at 6pm, the Herod and the drama 
Cowbridge ‘Walking unfolds as he learns of a 
Nativity’ is returning for new king. Finally, 
its third year. everyone arrives at the 

The Nativity, with stable to celebrate the joy 
parts all played by adults of Christmas and 
drawn from churches in happiness at the birth of 
Cowbridge, is set in the Jesus, 
atmospheric The Walking Nativity 
surroundings of Old Hall is free of charge, as are 
Gardens and the Physic the refreshments that will 
Garden, starting outside be provided at the end of 
the library. the journey. It is suitable 

The event unfolds for all ages, young and 
with Mary and Joseph old and lasts about three- 
slowly making their way quarters of an hour, 
to Bethlehem in search of It is an outside event 
somewhere to stay. As and will go ahead 
they go, the audience whatever the weather, 
follow and carols are although the 

sung at each stage of the refreshments may be 
journey. served inside. 

Local retained For more information 

fireman, Simon Gooding, telephone Leonie Main 
plays Joseph while on 01446 775048. 


Team Llansannor at footie festival 



TEAM Llansannor - Zara, Lucia, Megan, Luke, Alex and Griff - went to Jenner Park 
on Thursday, November 26 with Mrs Thorne to attend a football festival for the opening 
of the new pitch. Sixteen schools from the Vale took part. 

Chris Coleman kicked off Llansannor’s game against Jenner Park. Many thanks to Ben Williams for 
organising the event. A huge thank you to parents Mrs Rachel Jones and Mrs Kate Watts, for transporting 
the children to the stadium. 


Age Connects and 
voluntary services host 
Christmas Day lunch 
at local Baptist church 


Christmas is a very 
special time but for 
many people it is 
also a time that 
reinforces feelings 
of loneliness. 

The importance of 
events like Christmas 
meals with friends, 
and opportunities to 
socialise, and enjoy 
happy memories 
cannot he 
underestimated. 

With this in mind, 
on December 25, Age 
Connects Cardiff and 
the Vale, alongside 
Glamorgan Voluntary 
Services are putting a 
lunch on at Bethel 
Baptist Church in 
Llantwit Major. 


Starting at 12pm - 
with a harpist to greet 
the guests on arrival - 
there will he a three 
course meal, with 
festive carols, a visit 
from Father 
Christmas, finishing 
with the Queen’s 
Speech and a glass of 
huhhly. 

One of the 

organisers said: “We 


can also provide 
transport. There are 
no costs involved, we 
just want you to come 
and enjoy lunch with 
us on Christmas Day, 
the only requirement 
are that you are over 
60 and would 
otherwise he on your 
own.” 

Place are limited, 
so if you or someone 


you now is interested, 
they should contact 
organisers as soon as 
possible. 

For further 
information please call 
Jane Platts on 
jane .platts @ageconnec 
tscardiff.org.uk or 
01446 795631. 


NHSIawyer 

YOUR LOCAL MEDICAL 
NEGLIGENCE EXPERTS 

Call Now 01446 791811 

Misdiagnosis, birth injuries, cerebral palsy, 
missed fractures, wrong treatment. 

No win - no fee, fully qualified solicitors. 
Free Claim Evaluation. 

Tel: 01446 791811 

E-Mail: info@NHSIawyer.co.uk 
www.NHSIawyer.co.uk 

NHSIawyer is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
(SRA number 569027) 


COWBRIDGE HELPS 
SMASH CHARITY 
FUNDRAISING TARGET 


STAFF at the Yorkshire 
Building Society Cowbridge 
branch have thanked residents 
who helped to smash a 
fundraising target for Marie 
Curie. 

The society’s ‘Hour of Need’ 
campaign was launched in 2014 with 
the aim of raising £500,000 by 
December 2016 - enough to support 
over 25,000 hours of nursing care for 
people with a terminal illness and their 
families across the UK. 

The fundraising target has been 
reached a year early, with the current 
total standing at more than £700,000. 

Every £20 raised funds one hour of 
care, and customers and colleagues at 
the Yorkshire Building Society branch 
in Cowbridge have contributed £1,225 
to the campaign, the equivalent of 61 
hours of Marie Curie nursing care. 

To celebrate, the branch, on High 
Street, will be hosting a Christmas- 
themed ‘thank you’ event on 
December 22. People can show their 
support for Marie Curie by buying the 
charity’s stylish Christmas tree 
decorations, with all proceeds 
supporting the Hour of Need 
campaign. 

Kaye Cheeseman, manager of the 
branch, said: “We’re so proud that 
customers in Cowbridge have helped 
us to make this the society’s most 


successful ever national fundraising 
campaign. We hope our customers will 
call in so we can give them some 
Christmas treats to say thank you. 

“The Hour of Need campaign is 
having a real impact on terminally ill 
people and their families and we will 
continue to raise even more money 
over the next 12 months.” 

Dr Jane Collins, chief executive of 
Marie Curie, said: “Raising more than 
£500,000 with more than a year left of 
the campaign is truly amazing and will 
make a real difference to people with a 
terminal illness and their loved ones 
across the UK.” 

To make a donation in support of the 
Hour of Need campaign, visit 
WWW. just giving .com/hourofneed . 


Nativity: no 
offence caused! 

P erhaps police cars and 
ambulance men were 
inevitable, and there may 
have been a vet in attendance in 
case the reindeer were suddenly 
taken ill, but it was a relief that 
the Cowbridge Nativity parade 
was not thought to offend people, 
and that the participants were not 
wearing high viz jackets. 

R Bradshaw, 

Cowbridge. 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

Your local correspondent is 

NJmCYDAVIDGE 

“Tynewydd”, Llangan. 
(01656) 860303 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 


New 

classrooms 
THERE was an air 
of excitement at 
Llangan school 
when I arrived on 
Friday afternoon 
(November 27) for 
the official opening 
of the new 
classrooms. 

I was given a 
conducted tour of the 
new building by 
headteacher Steve 
Williams. Children who 
will be occupying the 
new classrooms will 
have their own 
toilet/washroom 
facilities and, separate 
from the main 
classrooms, a fully- 
equipped room with TVs 
and computers. 

A number of visitors 
assembled, including 
parents. It was nice to 
see Coun Alan Thomas, 
who is also a 
longstanding member of 
the board of governors 
of the school. 

Mr Williams gave an 
outline of my long 
association with the 
school, which dates back 


to 1933, and my weekly 
visits to deliver The 
GEM. 

I then cut the ribbon 
and declared the new 
classrooms officially 
opened; my thanks to Mr 
Williams for my 
beautiful flowers. 

On Wednesday, 
December 9 at 1.30pm 
Llangan School will 
perform their Christmas 
concert and on 
December 11, pupils are 
going to the Grand 
Pavilion at Porthcawl to 
see Beauty And The 
Beast. 

St Ganna’s 

ON Sunday, December 
13 St Canna’s Church, 
Llangan, will be 
holding the annual 
communal service 
which will begin at 
11.15am; on Christmas 
Day a Eucharist service 
will be held at 9.30am. 
Everyone will be 
welcome. 

Reminder 

SARON Chapel, 
Treoes, will be holding 
its Christmas service 
and party on Sunday, 
December 13 at 3pm; 
everyone is welcome. 


Go to the The GEM for the 
latest stories and breaking news... 

www.bariry-today.co.uk 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 

www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 


Restaurant & Takeaway 

mtRlSfMAS 
DAY SPECIAL 


I COURSE TRADITIONAL 
LUNCH or INDIAN MEAL 
12pm - 8pm 


only £2 


' including a glass of champagne.^ 



m/ummiiiL 

4 COURSE MEAL! 

®iJyl _ . ... 

Mon ;Thurs 5.30-7pm 


4C 


2for:i 


MON-THURS 

P MAIN COURSE & POPPADOM 

5-8pm TAKEAWAY ONLY 

_ (TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY) _ 


SUNDAY BANGUI^ 


5 COURSES £9.50 Midday-11pm 

Tel: 01446771682/774590 ^ 

70 East Gate, Cowbridge CF71 7AB ^ 
2014 Tiffin Cup Finaiist 
Trip Advisor - Certificate of Exceiience 


^ J, 

m 
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CHURCH CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 
SUPPORTS PROSTATE CYMRU CHARITY 




At the festival launch the Rector^ Rev Stephen Adams, and 
organiser Margaret Harris were joined by the Mayor of 
Cowbridge with Llanhlethian, Coun David Morris, and his 
consort, Mrs Lorraine Pointon-BelL 


Cor Meibion y Machlud sang during the festival launch night on Thursday. 

PHOTOGRAPH by MIKE WILCOCK. 



The Poppy in Llanblethian that 
remembered Evan Thomas David. 
(Photo by Mike Wilcock). 



Tragic short life 
of a boy soldier 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

Tom must have lied 
about his age as he was 
only 15 and “signed on,” 
for the Welsh Regiment 
in the autumn of 1914; 
his mother is said to have 
been extremely unhappy 
about the situation. 

His name was 
included in the 
Glamorgan Gazette's 
Roll of Honour for 
October 23, 1914, of 
Cowbridge men who had 
enlisted (T E David). 

After a short training 
period, he was sent to 
war in France on 
February 17, 1915, still 
not having celebrated his 
16th birthday. 

On May 9,1915, Tom, 
by now aged 16, was in 
action at the infamous 
Ypres battle, where he 
was wounded and 
gassed. 

He returned home to 

Christmas 
bingo in 
Cowbridge 

OUR last bingo 
meeting for this year 
will be on Thursday, 
December 10 and 
after much discussion, 
we have decided to 
call it ‘Christmas 
bingo’! 

There will be a very 
good first prize for the 
raffle and we thought it 
would be rather nice if 
any guests would like to 
contribute some of the 
prizes - after all, it is the 
season of giving! 

So, turn up in your 
thousands; not forgetting 
your bingo dabber, your 
wine, and perhaps a few 
friends! 

Eyes down is at 7pm 
for 7.30pm in the Lesser 
Hall of Cowbridge Town 
Hall for this special 
meeting. 

Looking forward to 
seeing you there! 

The first meeting in 
the new year will be on 
Thursday, February 4. 

In the meantime, a very 
happy Christmas to you 
all. 

BASIL WATKINS 


convalesce, but only for 
a short time, as he was 
sent back to war in 
France in October 1915; 
while still only 17 years 
old. 

He was invalided 
home with pleurisy in 
April 1916, almost 
certainly caused by the 
gassing he suffered, and 
discharged from the 
army in August the same 
year. 

He was nursed by his 
mother at home in 
Llanblethian, but 

succumbed to his injuries 
and died at home on 
April 4, 1917, at just 18 
years of age. 

A report in the 
Glamorgan Gazette 
(April 13,1917) refers to 
the burial of Tom David 
in Llanblethian Church, 
confirms his age as only 
18, and describes him as 
“been through the thick 

of it .home from the 

front, suffering from 
shrapnel wounds as well 
as being gassed.” 

His funeral is said to 
have been “very well 
attended”. 

Tom was interred at 
Llanblethian Church and 
a white cross to his 
memory is still behind 
the choir stall on the 
south side of the chancel 
of the church. 

His grave, which he 
shares with his father, is 
to the west of the church. 

Tom was awarded 
(posthumously) the 


DUE to great support 
from Operation 
Christmas Child 
volunteers, we have 
processed 22,000 gift 
shoe boxes in double 
quick time - which 
means we do not 
need evening 
openings this week 
(December 1,2 or 
3). 

Also, Saturday 
December 5 is 
cancelled. 

It looks like we may 
top 25,000 boxes 
donated this year, but 
there is still time to 


1914/15 Star, the British 
War Medal and the 
Victory Medal. 

Tom’s story is one of 
the short and very tragic 
life, of what can only be 
described as a “boy 
soldier”. 

A closer examination 
of the fallen of 
Cowbridge and 

Llanblethian reveals that 
Tom may not have been 
the only “boy soldier”. 

Mr Howell said; “At 
least four other boys of 
about Tom’s age, 
William Morgan Jenkins, 
David Miles, David 
Robert Bond and 
William Henry Williams, 
all of whom who lived in 
Llanblethian or the 
Westgate end of 
Cowbridge, all signed up 
at in autumn 1914. 

“It is likely they knew 
one another, and it does 
not require a great leap 
of imagination to 
envisage them discussing 
the war, signing up and 
embarking on a “great 
adventure”. 

What has been 
revealed in Tom’s story 
will help us remember 
the fallen of Cowbridge 
and Llanblethian. 

If you have any 
information about any of 
the men on the 
Cowbridge and 

Llanblethian war 

memorials, please 
contact Poppy Appeal 
organiser David Howell 
on 01446 774306. 


donate your box until 
December 4; please get 
in touch if you still have 
boxes to donate. 

Many thanks to all - a 
fantastic effort! 

Latest figures: 
estimated boxes in, 
24,158; already sent to 
Kyrgyzstan, 8,300; 
already sent to Romania, 
8,482; packed for 
Belarus so far, 5,824; 
total packed so far, 
22,606; boxes still to 
check and pack, 1,552; 
estimated boxes still to 
come in, 500. 

Tony McCarthy. 


CHRISTMAS GIFT 
BOXES FOR NEEDY 



HOLY CROSS Church in 
Cowbridge held its popular 
Christmas tree festival last 
weekend (November 27-29). 

This year, 75 trees created a 
wonderful spectacle in the church, 
including Prostate Cymru’s tree, which 
was decorated by trustee Lyn Murray, 
Janine Rees and pupils from Pendoylan 
CIW Primary School. 

Festive entertainment was provided 
by Cowbridge Male Voice Choir, 
Cowbridge Hand Bell Ringers and St 
Brides Major CIW Primary School 
over the weekend. 

Prostate Cymru, which was chosen 


as the nominated charity for the 
festival this year, began life as 
GLAZE over a decade ago in 
Cowbridge, supporting green light 
laser treatment for benign prostate 
disease. 

In 2010, the charity became Prostate 
Cymru to encompass all prostate 
issues, including prostate cancer. 
Currently it is helping to sustain green 
light laser treatment, supporting 
surgeons in the training of robotic 
surgery for prostate cancer, and raising 
awareness of prostate issues to help 
Welsh men. 

For more information about the 
charity, visit www.prostatecymru.com. 



^ httfd SuXdln^S. PtoUfA CF^ 

COM* ^fesi Uj «ii UttKn 
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Vale estate agent 
in training for 
cycle challenge 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


A LOCAL estate agent is committed to 
spending many hours in the saddle next 
year as he trains for a charity cycle 
challenge that will take him up into the 
Rocky Mountains. 

Philip Thomas of Herbert R Thomas (HRT) 
estate agents has for 17 years been secretary to the 
Glamorgan Grassland Society, which holds its 
monthly meetings at The Duke of Wellington in 
Cowbridge. 

On relinquishing his position, he was presented 
with a cheque for £250 in appreciation of his 
services and the society asked that it be donated to 
the ‘Ride the Rockies 2016’ campaign to raise 
funds for Velindre Hospital. 

Philip told The GEM: “I have put my name 
down to ‘Ride the Rockies’ to raise as much 
money as I can for Velindre Hospital in Cardiff, so 
I shall have to step up my training to be in shape 
by September next year. 

“By then I will be a 50-year-old saddo in lycra!” 

Philip does have a personal reason for helping 
Velindre. He explained: “Sadly, I lost my sister-in- 
law, Helen, last year, after she lost her hard-fought 
and courageous battle to cancer. 

“She was a Cowbridge girl, one of five sisters 
from Pendoylan and she went to Cowbridge 
Comprehensive. 

“Helen has left behind her 40-year-old husband, 
Nic, and their two super girls, Alice and Izzy. 


Go to the The GEM for the 
latest stories and breaking news... 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

www.llaritwit-major-today.co.uk 



Philip Thomas (left) receives the cheque 
from Adam Llewellyn, the chairman of 
the Glamorgan Grassland Society. 

“She was treated in Velindre Hospital, who 
helped her in her fight and provided the most 
outstanding care and support. 

“Her husband, Nic, has done this year’s Iron 
Man in Tenby and I will be joining him, and one of 
Helen’s brothers-in-law, on the 400 km ride across 
The Rockies from Canmore to Jasper.” 

Philip has been getting some training in this 
year, joining Nic for the cycle part of his triathlons. 

Philip said: “I joined Nic in his preparation for 
the Iron Man, and also on the Monmouth 
Challenge (62 miles), Velothon (84 miles), and the 
Wales Long Weekend in Tenby (112 miles). 

“It is our intention to do further rides in 2016, 
including the Cardiff Half Marathon and the 
Cardiff Velothon to prepare for The Rockies and to 
raise as much money as possible.” 

To support Philip’s cause, log on to Just Donate 
at 

https .-//mydonate .bt.com/fundraisers/philipthomasl. 



www.stephensfueloil.co.uk 

• Guaranteed to be the best price on day of order 

• Same day / next day service availabie 

> Calis answered immediateiy by our iocai staff 

• No call options or reronting calls np Conntry 

• No hidden costs or delivery charges 

• Small delivery vehicle & 4 x 4 availahle 

Call: 01633 214710 


ithejbusinesscentre 

^ "^flexible serviced offices 




Find An Office That’s Just Right For You 






2 PCRSON OFFICE 

1 166 square ft approi. 

I Fully furnWtad 
k 4 External windows 
I Broadband & plione Inc. 
k First floor offlce suite 

From £500 ♦VAf p/m 


7 PERSON OFFICE 

W 325 square ft approx. 
R FuNy furnished 
S Large external windows 
R Ground floor office suite 
R Broadband & phone Inc. 

Froan c800 


6 PERSON OFFICE 

R 450 square ft approx. 
R Fully furnisbed 
R External window 
R Full air-conditiofling 
R First floor offic 




Or Choose Shared 
Office Space 

Op«rate >our btisinesses 
in our shared office 
onvirodiment. Proht from a 
reduced monthl) rental but 
vbfth all the bRr\ollto of a 
ffcvlblR serviced office. 

The %hAfed office 
environment includes: 

State-of ttie art IT & 
telecoirt^ Irtfrn^lructure 
Fully fiitnKhed 
24 hour occefxS - 7 dory's 
a Rieek 

Reception ser^'ices 
FREE parking 
Use of on-sHe gym 


cerlre 


flexible 


Call: 01446 739911 

t* i»?v(^'l.ii*f 9l Nlfir*viCHr Vr*Ofil""r .'4.ui< 

- ij Ce i r*TO n I i n ?. c o. u k / G b M 
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ACT AS YOUNG PUPILS 
THE BARD’S MACBETH! 






I Toby and Zane, in 
of props and costumes, 

RECENTLY, in the Sherman Theatre, 
Cardiff, class-4 at St Nicholas CAY 
Primary produced a passionate and 
expressive performance of Macbeth, as 
part of this year’s Shakespeare for 
Schools Festival. 

A quick tour around the theatre was followed by 
technical rehearsal on stage, led by two of our own 
pupils, Madison and Henry. 

Out of the four schools (St Nicholas, Albert 
Primary, Ysgol Sant Barac and Dinas Powys 
Primary) performing on the night, St Nicholas was 
first on stage. 

Nerves increased as the theatre filled to capacity, 
until it finally came time to perform. The 
wonderful performance itself was led by Nate 
Palmer and Olivia Goodfellow as Macbeth and 
Lady Macbeth and Mackenzie Parsons as Macduff. 

This was complemented by powerful 
performances by every single actor; narrators 


Mared, Ben and Madison recited the story with 
clear expression. 

An enormous thank you to all the children for 
performing and behaving so brilliantly! Also, 
congratulations to Mr Jones and his team of 
teacher directors for putting the whole performance 
together. 

Mrs Wallis, one of teacher directors, added: 
“Wow - what an incredible performance the 
children gave, it made us staff very proud.” 

Report by school councillors 
Madeline, Jacob and Ben 

Quotes from youngsters involved 
in the performance: 

“It was really special to see all our parents and 
the other teachers from school who came to cheer 
us on.” - Ben Wade. 

“It was amazing and I am just getting over the 
fact that we actually did it.” - Madeline Holmes. 

“Thank you to all the children for making that 
night so special.” - Grace Shelbourne. 

“Thank you everyone came to watch and all the 
children that came we wouldn’t have done it 
without any of you, I had the best time ever.” - 
Summer Holmes. JD 


Flower arranging explained 


AT the November meeting 
of Colwinston & 

Llysworney WI Diana Little 
talked members through the 
intricacies of flower 
arranging; every member 
made a Christmas table 
arrangement with greenery, 
candles, flowers and pine 
cones. 

Afterwards, the trip to Abbey 
Cwm Hir was discussed, as was 
the December Christmas dinner 
in the Sycamore Tree Inn 
Colwinston. 

New members and visitors are 
always welcome at the meetings 
at 7.30pm in the village hall on 
the second Monday of each 
month. 

The photo shows members with 
their arrangements. 



ABOVE: Members display their festive creation. 
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C-rabtree & Evelyn 

LONDON 

EXCLUSIVE 

CHRISTMAS FACTORY SALE! 

Wednesday 2nd - Saturday 12th December 

MON - SAT: 9am - 5.30pm, SUN: 10am - 4pm 


CHRISTMAS • 
GIFT SETS 

LUXURY • 
TOILETRIES 

FINE FOOD • 


UP TO 



PRESENT THIS COUPON TO REDEEM 


ADDRESS: 

CRABTREE 8c EVELYN, COWBRIDGE ROAD, PONTYCLUN, 
RHONDDA CYNON TAEE, CE72 8HL. 
(OPPOSITE LEEKES DEPARTMENT STORE) 

EREE CAR PARKING 


"erms 8c Conditions: Up to 70% off selected lines. Payment by cash & card. Crabtree & Evelyn Gift Vouchers not accepted. Sale items cannot be purchased using any other offer 

or promotional coupon. Offer valid for a limited time only and while stocks last. 






8 - THE GEM 


WWW,facebook.com/slainorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday December 3rd, 2015 


Roman coins and medieval rings declared treasure 






SELECTED COINS EROM THE WICK HOARD. 

Photo by Portable Antiquities Scheme. 


A HOARD of 
Roman silver coins 
and two medieval 
finger rings have 
been declared as 
treasure by HM 
Coroner for Cardiff 
and the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

The Roman silver 
coins were discovered 
by Mr Richard Annear 
and Mr John Player 
while metal detecting in 
a field at Wick in the 
Vale of Glamorgan on 
December 13, 2014. 

The coins were found 
partly scattered by 
previous ploughing and 
the finders left the 
undisturbed portion in 
the ground before 
reporting the finds to 
Mark Lodwick, co¬ 
ordinator of the Portable 
Antiquities Scheme in 
Wales (PAS Cymru) and 
archaeological curators 
at Amgueddfa Cymru - 


National Museum Wales. 

This allowed museum 
staff to lift it intact for 
detailed excavation in 
the museum laboratory. 

The find comprises 91 
Roman silver denarii 
(coins) which were 
buried in a locally-made 
pot. The coins date from 
the period of Emperor 
Nero (AD 54-68) to 
Marcus Aurelius (161- 
80) and the latest coin 
was struck in 163-4; 14 
emperors and empresses 
are represented. The 
hoard also contained 
three coins issued by 
Mark Antony in 31 BC. 

Edward Besly, 
numismatist at 
Amgueddfa Cymru - 
National Museum Wales 
said: “Each coin 
represents about a day’s 
pay at the time, so the 
hoard represents a 
significant sum. 

“The hoard’s find spot 
is only a mile (1.6 km) 
as the crow flies from 


Transform your Kitchen Instantly 
with the Beauty of Quartz 




OUR STUNNING QUARTZ OVERLAY GOES OVER 
I* YOUR EXISTING WORKTOPS!!! ^ S 

- if 

Over S5V ai-ff t tt 

MORE DURABLE AND LESS PORUS THAN GRANITE ' 
AND UP TO 40% CHEAPER!!! 



t^from our Range of Bsapoke KItctisn 
\ e To Maloh Your Now Worktop 


www.kitchenmaqician.co.uk 


that of another second 
century silver hoard 
found at Monknash in 
2000, which comprised 
103 denarii, buried a 
little earlier, around 150. 

“Together, the hoards 
point to a prosperous 
coin-using economy in 
the area in the middle of 
the second century.” 

The two medieval 
rings were found in 
Llancarfan in the Vale of 
Glamorgan by Mr David 
Harrison in December 
2013. 

The silver finger ring 
in the form of a 
decorated band, tapering 
away from bezel. The 
decoration, which 
extends all along the 
external face, has been 
first engraved and then 
inlaid with niello (now 
only partially preserved, 
but represented by dark 
material in parts of the 
engraved design). The 
ring is of 12th century 
date. Parallels include 
one from the Lark Hill 
hoard, Worcester (buried 
c. 1173-4). 

The gold decorative 
ring has a repeating 
pattern of alternating 
half-flowers filling 
triangular panels, 
separated by a deep zig¬ 
zag moulding and 
considered to be of the 
late 15 th century. 

Dr Mark Redknap 
from the Department of 
History and 
Archaeology, National 
Museum Wales, said: 
‘These are finger rings 
from different centuries; 
one 12th century and the 
other 15th century, 
reflecting different 
traditions of fine 
metalworking, which are 
important indicators of 
changing fashions in 
south Wales during the 
medieval period’. 

Additional finds from 
the area declared 
treasure today include: a 
15-16th century silver 
pendant and a 17th 
century silver gilt finger 
ring from Penllyn, Vale 
of Glamorgan; a 15th- 
16th century silver 
finger ring from 
Llancarfan; a 13th-14th 
century silver brooch 
from Llancarfan; an 
early 18th century gold 
finger ring from Rhoose; 



a late Bronze Age hoard 
from Penllyn and a late 
Bronze Age hoard from 
Pentyrch, Cardiff. 

The treasure items 
will be acquired by 
Amgueddfa Cymru - 
National Museum Wales 
supported by grant 
funding provided 
through the Saving 
Treasures; Telling 
Stories Heritage Lottery 
funded project. 

Great archaeological 
discoveries from around 
the world and the big 
screen will be on display 


in a major new 
exhibition Treasures: 
Adventures in 
Archaeology at National 
Museum Cardiff from 
January 26 - October 
30. 

To celebrate 2016, 
Year of Adventure in 
Wales, the Museum will 
host extraordinary gems 
from popular culture 
including the hat, whip 
and jacket of Indiana 
Jones, crystal skulls and 
Inca Gold alongside 
early finds such as 
Egyptian Mummies. 



Plant Hire Groundwork Contractors Ltd 



Grab Hire 
Service 

covering The Vale 
& surrounding 


Loads from £135 
Sully, Penarth, Barry 


We cover • Building/groundwork 
& civil engineering •All size track 
machinery with drivers available 

• Suppliers of top soil • Suppliers of 
sub soil • Suppliers of re-cycled stone 

• Suppliers of quarry stone 

• 3t loads away 

-£95 

• Aggregates 

• Deliveries 

We cover all aspects of Design and Build. 

* For more information please 
call Byron on: 01446 700535 

0I446 700535 



o 


HD Computer Solutions 




Computer & Laptop Repairs 

Virus Removal • Data Recovery 
Internet & Email Solutions 
Networking 


Call 01446 333330 


Thinking of upgrading? We can help! Call us for advice. 
Fast, reliable local service covering Cowbridge, Llantwit 
Major, Barry, Penarth and Bridgend. 

We come to you, home or office. 


No fix No fee 
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'Let us all shop around on 
Small Business Saturday’ 


W HERE would 
we be without 
small 

businesses? The Vale of 
Glamorgan would look 
vastly different if we 
didn’t have such a 
diverse range of 
enterprises that have 
been nurtured and 
grown. 

They add colour and flavour 
to our high streets, and provide 
gainful employment to many 
people tucked away on an 
industrial estate near you. 

That is why I am giving my 
full backing to Small Business 
Saturday this weekend. 

With 5.4 million businesses 
across Great Britain providing 
one in every two jobs in the 
private sector, it is a part of our 
economy that is absolutely 
vital in all of our futures. 

That is why I spent a couple 
of days last week visiting over 
one hundred small businesses 
across the Vale - you can see 
every shop pictured on my 
Facebook page. I know many 
of the businesses well, but it 
was fascinating to meet the 
new - as the old saying goes - 
butcher, baker and candlestick 
makers at the very heart of our 
communities. 

The combination of 
established and new shops in 
the towns I visited was very 
reassuring. From the pint- 
sized Plug coffee shop in 
Dinas Powys, everyone’s 
favourite Pet Shop on Park 
^Crescent in Barry, a brand new 




clothes shop in Cowbridge run 
by Bethan Jones to the award¬ 
winning toy store in Llantwit 
Major - we have so much to 
offer in the Vale. 

We don’t have to 
automatically travel to Cardiff 
to get the goods and services 
that are available locally. The 
one hundred shops I visited 
will all be ready with a 
welcoming smile this Saturday, 
on one of the busiest shopping 
days of the year. 

I am delighted to see my 
colleague, the Secretary of 
State for Business, Innovation 
and Skills Sajid Javid, 


encouraging shoppers to use 
their local high streets again 
this year. 

My support for our small 
businesses is why the issue 
over car parking charges in 
Barry and Cowbridge has 
become such a major talking 
point. I am pleased to see the 
strategic thinking now being 
shown by the leader of the 
Vale Council, Coun Neil 
Moore to understand the 
damage that charging would do 
to our towns. 

I hope any uncertainty over 
plans can be clarified as 
quickly as possible. Leaving 
the issue of potential charges 
hanging over our towns is 
having a detrimental impact. 

Shops will remain empty, 
as the next generation of small 
business operators will hold off 
with their big idea until they 
know that Holton Road and 
Cowbridge High Street will 
remain an attractive place to 
shop, eat or drink. 

The weather hasn’t been 
particularly kind in November 
for many of the events that are 
coordinated by local traders; 
but the King Square and High 
Street Christmas light switch- 
on events in Barry were 
excellent as always, and the 
Cowbridge Reindeer Parade 
was packed. 

A thriving high street needs 
these events, but importantly, 
these events also need a 
thriving high street. If you are 
out and about this weekend, 
enjoy the Christmas lights, and 
why not visit your local shops 
for Small Business Saturday? 


Company sponsors Carols in the Castle 

Dad thanks understanding 
employer for Christmas 
gift to the Ty Hafan hospice 


A father-of-two 
whose son has a 
life-limiting 
condition, has 
thanked his 
employer for giving 
an early Christmas 
gift to the hospice 
that cares for his 
family. 

Ian Reiffer, operations 
assurance manager at 
Arriva Trains Wales, 
regularly attends the Ty 
Hafan children’s hospice 
in Sully with his son 
Lewis, 16, who was 
diagnosed with a severe 
form of epilepsy when 
he was just a few 
months old. 

As part of an ongoing 
partnership, Ian’s 
employer, Arriva Trains 
Wales, is sponsoring Ty 
Hafan’s Carols at the 
Castle concert at Cardiff 
Castle on November 26. 

Ian said: “Lewis has 
Lennox Gastaut 
Syndrome. He was 
developing well as a 
baby, then when he was 
four months old he 
started having small 
seizures. 

“After lots of tests, 
the consultant told us the 
spasms were very 
serious and Lewis had a 
severe form of epilepsy, 
which had caused 



ABOVE: Lewis with rugby star Ryan Jones 
at an event organised by Ty Hafan. 


damage to his brain. 

“Now Lewis is 16 but 
mentally he’s probably 
one or two years old. He 
can’t communicate but 
he’s a lovely kid, very 
happy. 

“We tend to have a 
long weekend break at 
Ty Hafan. It’s great - 
Lewis lights up every 
time he goes there. He 
loves the sensory play 
room and the pool. His 
sister Lauryn used to go 
to the siblings’ group 
every month but she’s 
got a very busy schedule 
these days!” 

For the last few years, 
Ian and his colleagues 


have organised a bike 
ride from Holyhead to 
Cardiff, to raise money 
for Ty Hafan, raising 
£2,500 this year. So he 
was thrilled to learn that 
his bosses had agreed to 
sponsor this year’s carol 
concert. 

“It’s fantastic. I’m 
really chuffed that we’ve 
got to this stage. It 
started with the bike 
rides and we’ve been 
building the relationship 
with Ty Hafan since 
then. 

“It’s an important part 
of the community and 
community work is 
really important to us at 


Arriva. The support I get 
from my employer is 
unreal. It’s a lifeline 
really. I couldn’t wish 
for a better company. 

“ If the school phones 
me to say Lewis isn’t 
well, I can just go - no 
questions asked. They 
understand.” 

Ty Hafan business 
and community 
fundraiser, Eleanor 
Leyshon, said: “We’re 
thrilled that Arriva 
Trains Wales has kindly 
chosen to sponsor Carols 
in the Castle. 

“We can’t wait to 
kick-start the festive 
season with our carol 
concert and are looking 
forward to further 
developing our 
relationship with Arriva 
over the next year.” 

Rob Philips, finance 
director for Arriva Trains 
Wales, said: “We are 
delighted to be able to 
support such a good 
local charity this 
Christmas. 

“With lots of Arriva 
Trains Wales staff 
attending the Christmas 
concert too - it’s a 
perfect way to get us all 
in the Christmas mood!” 

Details for Carols in 
the Castle are available 
at www.tyhafan.org. 


SELECTED CONSERVATORIES 

from per 

only M month^ 

12 WINDOWS FULLY FITTED 

';°ni;£82.7fcth- 

Don't miss up to 5 years INTEREST FREE CREDIT" now on 




Conservatory Installer of The Year Finalist 


We will NOT be beaten on PRICE on any proven quote 


Book your FREE quote TODAY on 0800 015 7749 

or at Leekes Llantrisant, Cowbridge Road, CF72 8XU | Online: conservatories.leekes.co.uk 


Leekes 

You're home 


*0% APR representative. Finance is subject to status, conditions apply. Credit is provided by Hitachi Consumer Finance and Leekes Ltd who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. '^Leekes lowest price guarantee is subject to terms and conditions which are available on 
request. *Prices vary due to size and specification, full quotes available. -^Cash price: £9,995 I Deposit £1,031 then 36 monthly repayments at £249 per month I Total amount repayable £9,995 I 0% APR representative. Price based on a 3mx3m lean to. tRepresentative Example: 12 windows Cash 
Price £4,966 I Deposit £0 I 60 monthly payments of £82.76 I Total amount repayable £4,966 
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at a fraction of the cost 


\ Give your existing kitchen a brand new 
facelift with our unique Kitchen Genie makeover 


Your kitchen transformed 


m 


' 11 ^ - 




CHPISTMas 




^ SINK 4 taps 
^ this ADVtRT 






.:v-r.Cvc 


ASK ABOUT QUARHIZE. 

The ituiv>o9 quofU o^iiay 
oooft cw» V<xr ♦Kisting •orklops 
MofA dufobio and loss porous IPop 
gfOfWiO ond jp so 40% cbQOpA* 


quortzizc' 


bv KI^che^ 


No need to empty cupboards • No mess, no fuss 
Most kitchens completed in a day 
Choose from Laminate. Solid Wood or Pointed Doors 
All doors mode to measure 

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTATION . 


BRITISH 

MADE 



Over 30 years eKpedersce. 
Fomly furs businees 
nifi dMign service. 


Kitchen Genie 

The Wtchen makeover speciolists 


‘Thanks lo ICIcher> Genie, our kHcKen 
vsos amcuirtgly ironslormed in just 1 day' 

& hVs Brio:- 



www.thekitchengenie.co.uk 01446 688021 or 01656 360015 
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Homework Club 
celebrates Solid 
Foundations! 


Aberthaw Cement plant 
manager Chris 
Bradbury presents 
Dylan James with his 
award. 

R H O O S E 
Homework Club - 
now renamed Solid 
Foundations - has 
held its annual 
awards ceremony, 
recognising the 
efforts of Vale 
children to improve 
their skills and to 
help them reach 
their full potential. 

It is run by volunteers 
and holds English and 
maths support sessions, 
while helping older 
family members with 
adult learning support. 

Tarmac’s Aberthaw 
Cement Plant supported 
the awards evening, 
where some 65 awards 
were presented. 

A founder member, 
Cath Watkins, said: “It’s 
fantastic to see where the 



club has come to over 
three years. We started 
supporting a handful of 
local children in Rhoose 
with specific learning 
difficulties and now we 
support over 90 children 
and adults across the 
Vale.” 

A special presentation 
of the Tarmac Child of 
the Year Award was made 
to 10-year-old Dylan 
James from Rhoose, who 
was presented with the 
award by Tarmac’s 
Aberthaw Cement plant 
manager, Chris 

Bradbury. 

“This is the first year 
of our community 


Go to the The GEM for the latest 
stories and breaking news... 

www.barry-today.co.uk 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 

www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 


partnership with Solid 
Foundations and we are 
delighted to be part of 
such a wonderful 
organisation that is 
growing from strength to 
strength in its work to 
help local children and 
their families,” he said. 

“It was great to hear 
how well the children are 
doing and to present the 
Tarmac Child of the Year 
Award to Dylan. He won 
the award for his hard 
work in improving his 
maths and English - 
always asking for extra 
work and also always 
ready to help other 
children. 

“He helps out with 
anything that needs 
doing at the club and 
always does it with a 
smile - very well 
deserved, Dylan.” 

Solid Foundations 
meets on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays during school 
term time at the Rhoose 
Community Centre. 


TV presenter 
hosts Leekes’ 
charity auction 


THE TV presenter 
and antiques dealer 
Paul Martin will be 
appearing at the 
Llantrisant store of 
LeekeSf to host a 
charity auction in 
aid of the NSPCC 
tonightf December 3 
from 6pm - 9pm 
with Paul scheduled 
from 7pm. 

As part of the auction, 
a selection of high and 
low value items, 
donated by suppliers of 
Leekes, will be going 
under the hammer for 
this great cause. 

This includes a 
Hypnos single divan 
bed, a Caple wine 
cabinet and a selection 
of homewares from 
leading brands including 
Le Creuset and Dyson. 

Peter Mundell, store 
manager at Leekes 
Llantrisant, said: “It’s 
great to be welcoming 
such a well-known TV 
personality to our store 
and one so used to the 
auction environment. 

“We hope that, with 
his experience, we will 
generate plenty of offers 
from our customers to 
provide funds for our 
nominated charity, the 
NSPCC.” 




TV presenter and 
antiques dealer 
Paul Martin will 
be hosting the 
Leekes auction in 
aid of the NSPCC. 


Welsh star’s journey from 
Holywell to Hollywood 


WELSH movie star, 
Jonathan Pryce, 
recently visited the 
Cardiff and Vale 
College to give a talk 
to performing arts 
students describing 
his journey from 
Holywell to 
Hollywood. 


Pryce, who has 
appeared in numerous 
movies including Brazil, 
Tomorrow Never Dies 
and Pirates of the 
Caribbean, recently 
playing the High 
Sparrow in Game of 
Thrones, took part in a 
Q&A session. The 


JOIN AGE CONNECTS 
FOR CHRISTMAS LUNCH! 


RECOGNISING that for 
many, it is a time that 
reinforces feelings of 
loneliness, on December 25 Age 
Connects Cardiff and the Vale, 
alongside Glamorgan 

Voluntary Services are putting 
on a lunch at Bethel Baptist 
Church in Llantwit Major. 

Starting at 12pm with a harpist to 
greet you on arrival, there will be a 
three-course meal, with festive 
carols, a visit from Father 


Christmas, finishing with the 
traditional Queen’s speech and a 
glass of bubbly. 

They can also provide transport. 

“There are no costs involved, we 
just want you to come and enjoy 
lunch with us on Christmas Day; the 
only requirement is that you are 
over 60, and would otherwise be on 
your own. Places are limited,” a 
spokesman said. 

For further information, contact 
jane .platts@ageconnectscardiff.org .uk 

or call Jane Platts on 01446 795631. 


session was organised by 
Into Film and hosted by 
Bafta Cymru award 
winning actor/director 
Celyn Jones. 

Addressing an 
audience of 50 CAVC 
performing arts students 
and a further 50 from 
local schools, the actor 
talked about growing up 
in north Wales and 
getting into theatre. 

Pryce also delivered 
an entertaining series of 
anecdotes about his life 
on stage and screen, and 
working with household 
names such as Terry 
Gilliam, A1 Pacino and 
Martin Scorsese. 

“You’ve got to work,” 
Pryce told the next 
generation of Welsh 
talent. “Education does 
matter and it helps you 
build your craft. After 
all, if you cannot read a 
script, what can you 
do?” 




GARDEN MACHINERY 
SPECIALISTS! 

n 

t. 01444 792 7B6 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smiie! 




Ai-KO log AL-ICO Li«wn 



f. ; 




MArtOT Blowcri ■ M»lo« CKsmsatiirt 




il \ %r«-« » .* «t% (Ht 

M««a«4rClM«s24 kar t ... 
ata«li raiM* m ki 

••ladi BIX MtiaBMA apw 

In 

ila aal 

lair 

r.-; V 

- «* M I r 

IS«%vl;-t. li - -fl I — 

= 1 l*t - || 

f» ‘ A _ - ! f»f» rr /t 

carrfkcxti. 
n,- 41^ f , 

■>r- viaiMr 
■ f •' .r! - t- 

i4 I r 

[•-Ofi. 1- f *Ji 1 - 


l|« VI • r. * . . : 

rwiraMi W-- * 

ti ■ L. i-n rr. 

taKdanif it - . . • ••m i%ai 

■. t , -A V, ,f 

: * " • ♦ TI sT-irca . 

---1 t -i - 

ir'arAc H In Irr- 

* AiiAil 21 

.t y • -ty. .f f , be hi y ** 




THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFTI 

* -viOmui Afllo yrk* * ^ 

a.jtar alTTiv. ItorTvrt* . *:ac 


HOW TO FIND US 



STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Ooii*t roplaco tHo Framers.^ Just tho Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 


S Y< 


c: 2 


All Glazin; Backed By Our 

Hanufacturers Guarantee 


^iriorvty' PTusrpteofie 

0800 6121 118 
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PHOTO CLUB’S TRIBUTE 
TO ‘GENTLEMAN TONT 



TONY LEADBITTER. 


IT is with great 
sadness that this 
month the Vale 
Photographic Club 
reports the passing 
of one of its most 
senior members - 
Tony Leadbitter. 

Tony had been a keen 
and active supporter of 
the club for longer than 
any of us can recollect. 
He also worked as a 
photographer for The 
GEM during his 


retirement, happy to use 
his skills for the good of 
the community. 

His enthusiasm was 
clear, and consistently 
provided encouragement 
and inspiration to all, no 
matter what their ability. 
He will be greatly 
missed. 

Longstanding friend 
and member of the club, 
Mike Baker, has also 
paid this tribute: 

“I first met Tony 
through his son’s cycle 


Let Dinas lil&idows Keep 
You Warm This lil&ito* * 


Windows • Doors • Fascia • Soffits 
Guttering • Replacement Porches 
^ ^ & Conservatories • ^ 


Call Now on 01446 749055 
Freephone 0800 0260587 - 24 hours 
Unit 16,Ty-Verlon Industrial Estate 
• Cardiff Road, Barry 

www.dinaswindows.co.uk .m.. 


shop in Cowbridge, but it 
didn’t take long to find 
that we had some 
common interests. They 
were Hi-Fi and 
photography and we 
often spoke at length on 
each topic. 

“This was about 25 
years ago, and gradually 
I found out more about 
his own career, which 
took him from the Post 
Office, as it was then, 
into GCHQ and then 
onward to become 
managing director of 
Woolsey Electronics. 

“Tony was a 
gentleman, in all senses 
of the word. He was a 
judge on the Welsh 
photographic circuit and 
to my knowledge, was 
never destructively 
critical of our 
photographic efforts; 
always giving praise and 
encouragement 
whenever possible. 

“In recent years, he 
suffered from several 
health problems, but 
nevertheless continued to 
join us at our Friday 
meetings in Ystradowen 
for as long as he possibly 
could - usually with the 
help of his daughter, 
Fiona, and also club 
member Jim Thomas. 
He will be missed by all 
who knew him.” 

For information about 
the club, please visit the 
website at www.vale- 
photographic-club .co .uk. 
The club meets every 
Friday from September 
to July at 7.15pm in the 
Ystradowen village hall. 

Andrew Coleman 


Students’ open a ‘Secret 
House’ on college site 



ABOVE: 

Tutor Pam Scott, students Sophia Aspin, 
Samuel Halendby-Robertson, and 
Matthew Bowley; tutor Helen McAndrew, 
head of independent living skills Tom 
Snelgrove and skills for progression tutor 
Lauren Rowe. 


STUDENTS on the 
preparation for 
work and life skills 
courses at Cardiff 
and Vale College 
recently organised a 
special opening 
party for Ty Cudd 
(Secret House). 

The students on the 
skills for progression 
course will now be based 
at Ty Cudd, which was 
once a caretaker’s 
bungalow on the Colcot 
Road site in Barry. 

It aims to help develop 
personal and social skills 
alongside providing a 
grounding for transition 
to Level-1 vocational 


study for learners who 
require more support. 

A series of 
improvements has been 
carried out on the 
building, including a 
kitchen refit where 
students have catering 
lessons, the creation of a 
classroom with 

computers, a common 
room an d a quiet room. 

The bungalow’s 
garden has also been 
given an make-over. 

Event manager student 
Tristan Perratt said; “It’s 
been a fun day. There 
was not much here 
before - we only had one 
computer. It’s much 
better now.” 


GWANGWYN GRANT 

READERS can get involved in a Wales-wide 
Gwangwyn arts festival for over-50s next 
May, by applying for a Gwangwyn 
community grant to organise an arts event, 
which could be painting or photography 
classes, music, drama or storytelling 
workshops or art exhibitions. 

Visit www.gwanwyn.org.uk and click the 
‘Funding’ tab. You can also request a pack by 
calling Age Cymru on 029 2043 1555. 

' MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been neutered 

& microchipped 
Tel: (01656) 769855 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 

www.m aesteganim alrescue.co.uk 
Charity Number:!020630 
Thanking everyone for their continued support 




PENARTH 


Scott Wroe Hearing has been a 
family run independent hearing 
aid practice since 1987. 

We offer our clients independent advice 
and provide a personal and professional 
aftercare service. 

All our hearing aids are dispensed on a 
30 day trial basis so that you can try them 
at home with family and friends and 
importantly, we take the time to work 
with you to solve the specific difficulties 
you are having with your hearing. 


Dedicated Hearing Centre in 
Penarth 

Independent advice on all 
leading makes and models 

The highest levels of service 
and aftercare 

Widex Centre of Excellence 
5 Star Centre for Phonak 
Gold Centre for Oticon 
Home visit service available 


Mr J P Meiklejohn 

"Brilliant service in every 
respect" 

Mrs J Thorpe 

"I was lucky enough to be 
recommended to Scott 
Wroe Hearing Centre. With 
the highly skilled and 
sympathetic expertise of 
Scott Wroe I have come to 
terms with increasing 
deafness and learnt to 
combat the condition with 
expert modern 
technology. I am extremely 
grateful for all the help 
and up to date information 
I have received from this 
excellent firm." 

Chris and Doug 
Hall 


To book your appointment, please call 02920 707760 


"Many thanks for your 
wonderful aftersales 
service over and above the 
call of duty!" 


1 Station Approach, Penarth CF64 3EE. (Free Parking opposite the centre) 


y 
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Ambulance Service 
exceeds its target 


Amelia Trust’s 
marquee fair a 
festive success 


ALMOST 70 per 
cent of people with 
life-threatening 
illnesses and injuries, 
received an 

emergency response 
within eight minutes 
during the first 
month of a year-long 
pilot to test changes 
to the Welsh 
Ambulance Service, 
new figures 

published reveal. 

A third of people (34.7 
per cent) received a 
response wit hi n just four 
minutes, the figures show. 

The figures for 
October - the first month 
of the new clinical 


response model - show 
the Welsh Ambulance 
Service has met and 
exceeded the target that 
65 per cent of responses 
to the most life- 
threatening emergencies 
should arrive within eight 
minutes. 

A total of 68.7 per cent 
red calls were responded 
to within eight minutes. 
The average response 
time to this type of call 
was five minutes and 44 
seconds. 

The figures show: The 
Welsh Ambulance service 
received 38,155 

emergency calls in 
October 2015, an average 
of 1,231 a day. 

Of these, 1,877 (5 per 


cent) were immediately 
life-threatening (red) 
emergency calls; 68.7 per 
cent (1,267) responses 
arrived within eight 
minutes, above the target 
of 65 per cent. 74 per 
cent of red calls were 
responded to in nine 
minutes; 78.9 per cent 
wit hi n 10 minutes. 

Deputy Health 

Minister Vaughan 

Gething said: “The 
figures published today 
show the new system is 
working, with nearly 70 
per cent of the most 
immediately life- 

threatening calls to the 
Welsh Ambulance 
Service receiving a 
response within eight 
mi nutes. 

“I want to pay tribute 
to the ambulance 
service’s hard-working 
frontline clinicians, 
volunteer first responders 
and clinical contact centre 
staff for their dedication 
and commitment. 

“Their work embracing 
the new clinical response 
model is crucial to 
delivering better 

outcomes for patients.” 

Tracey Myhill, chief 
executive of the Welsh 
Ambulance Service, said: 
“We’re grateful to staff 
for embracing this new 
way of working, and to 
the people of Wales for 
their patience and 
understanding while we 
continue to improve.” 


THE Amelia Trust 
Farm’s Christmas 
fair was held at the 
Cottrell Park Golf 
Resort’s all-weather 
marquee in a festive 
atmosphere, as 
shoppers browsed a 
wide range of crafts 
and goods. 

Youngsters were kept 
entertained by animals 
from the Nearly Wild 
Show and Vale Owls. 

There was a visit 
from Father Christmas 
and children were able 
to have a go at cake 
decorating, Christmas 
crafts and also skipping 
rope making with the 
Cowbridge Scout Group. 

Visitors were treated 
to a live performance of 
festive songs and carols 
by Cathays Methodist 
Community Choir, while 


they tucked into 
homemade cakes and 
mince pies made and 
served by volunteers of 
the Amelia Trust Farm. 

The day was a huge 
success and raised 
much-needed funds to 
enable the farm to 
continue its work 
supporting 
disadvantaged and 
vulnerable young 
people. A big thank you 
goes out to everyone 
who supported the event. 
Volunteers sought 
Amelia Trust is 
currently recruiting for 
volunteers to join its 
general maintenance, 
administration and 
weekend animal care 
teams. 

To find out more, 
contact Jo Whitfield on 
01446 782030, or email 

jow@ameliatrust.org.uk 

JW 


Christmas at 
Dyffryn House 


THE Vale is invited 
to step back in time 
with the National 
Trust and enjoy a 
traditional 
Christmas with all 
the trappings. 

At Dyffryn Gardens 
visitors can not only 
expect the house and 
gardens to be dressed to 
festive perfection, but 
can really get into the 
spirit at a series of carol 
concerts taking place 
throughout the month 
(December 4, 11 and 18, 
7pm). 

Singing is optional but 


with mince pies and a 
glass of bubbly and the 
beautifully decorated 
Great Hall as the 
backdrop, it will be 
enough to put even the 
biggest Scrooge among 
us in the Christmas 
mood. 

Father Christmas will 
be stopping by to meet 
little ones and give them 
a very special gift chosen 
just for them (December 
5 /6 and 12/13). 

For more information 
about National Trust 
Wales events, visit 
www.nationaltrust.org .uk 
Idays-out. 


Lucky tickets! 

IF anyone has a strip of green raffle tickets 
numbered 66-70; you have won a prize... 

Bring the tickets to the office at Ysgol lolo 
Morgannwg, Barri. 

The juniors’ Christmas service will be held on 
December 15 and 16 at Holy Cross Church, 
Cowbridge. 

OS oes gan unrhyw un stribed tocynnau raffl 
gwyrdd rhif66-70; mae gwobr ar gael. Dewch a’r 
tocynnau i’r swyddfa. 

Cynhelir gwasanaeth yr adran iau ar foreau’r 
15 a’r 16 o Ragfyryn Eglwys y Groes Sanctaidd Y 
Bont-Faen. 


Lib Dem leader backs 
Marie Curie campaign 


LEADER of the 
Welsh Liberal 
Democrats, Kir sty 
Williams AM, is 
backing a Marie 
Curie campaign 
calling for the right 
for everyone to have 
palliative care when 
they need it. 

On a visit to Penarth 
on November 27, she 
said: “It was a privilege 
to be able to attend the 
Marie Curie hospice 
today and learn more 
about the work of this 
important charity. 

“From speaking to 
patients and their 
families, it was clear that 
the charity’s staff, both in 
the hospice and out in the 
community, provide truly 
outstanding care and 
support for people living 
with a terminal illness. 

“I am happy to support 
the charity’s campaign to 
ensure that people who 
need palliative care 
services don’t miss out at 
the time when they need 
that care the most.” 

The campaign comes 
as Marie Curie revealed 
that half of people over 
the age of 50 in Wales, 
of whom there are 1.2 
million, are not confident 
that they will get the care 
they need towards the 
end of their life. 

One in four people 
each year who need 
palliative care, miss out 
on it because their needs 
are not recognised and 


r 


Marie Curie lead nurse Carolyn Gent gives 
Kirsty Williams AM a tour of the hospice. 
they are not referred on you’re close to, has a 
to the right services. terminal illness, call the 
Marie Curie is calling Marie Curie Support 
on the Welsh Line on 0800 090 2309, 
Government to build on Monday to Friday, from 
the good work already 9am to 5pm; or visit 
done to improve access mariecurie.org.uk/help 
to high quality palliative You can also talk to 
and end of life care for people in a similar 
everyone with a terminal situation in the Marie 
illness. Curie community. 

If you, or someone 


Age Connects 
fair a success 

AGE Connects Cardiff and Vale Senior 
Health Shop held a very successful 
Christmas fayre at the Civic Offices 
opened by the Mayor of the Vale, Coun 
Fred Johnson. 

A prize draw had over 20 prizes donated by 
local businesses, including Manor House, New 
Theatre, Head Office hairdressers, Morrisons, 
Sainsbury’s, Macdonalds, and Roy’s Toys. 

The fair raised £513.33, all of which will be 
used for the benefit of the Age Connects Senior 
Health Shop in Barry. 



selection of 
mirrors in 
Wales 


Free in house interior design 


Benjamins Interiors 

Beautiful furniture for beautiful homes 


Large selection of 
stunning giftware 
from £5 - 


Vast fabric library •* — 


Over 50 sofas on 


display. Prices 
start from £499 


Made to 
measure 
curtains 


Unit 2, Freemans Park, Penarth Road, Cardiff CF11 8EQ. 02920 343055 
www.benjaminsinteriors.com 


■iiLike 
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Rotary competition for young 

singers tests eminent judges 


4 '^. 

*0 


ABOVE: the winner, Charlotte Bonney. 


Registered Clinical Dental Technicians 


Express Denture Clinic 

Denture Experts 



'pi 


RIGHT: 

Iona Jones, David Rogers and Dyfed Wyn Jones. 




Implant Retained Dentures 
New Dentures - 5 day Service Available 
Free Initial Consultation and Advice 
Emergency Denture Repairs 
in 1 Hour 

New Flexible Dentures and 
Chrome Plates 
Home Visits Available 

Eat, Smile & Talk 

with confidence 

Telephone - Cardiff: 029 20623222 
Talbot Green: 01443 222509 

Andrews Denture Clinic, 89 Whitchurch Road, Cardiff, CF14 3JP 
Threeways Dental Laboratory, Talbot Square, Talbot Green, CF72 SAB 


The First Step to a Better Smile 




THE club and area 
Rotary Young 
Vocalist 

competition was 
held in Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School on the 
evening of 
Thursday, 
November 26. 

This annual event, 
organised by Llantwit 
Major Rotary club, 
showcases fabulous 
young local talent and 
this year we were joined 
by competitors 
sponsored by the Neath 
and Swansea Valley 
Rotary clubs in what 
proved to be a 
wonderful evening’s 


entertainment. 

Third prizewinner 
was An ni e Phillips, a 
student at Cefn Saeson 
School, Neath, who 
sang ‘Cry Me a River’ 
by Arthur Hamilton, 
followed by ‘Once 
Upon a Dream’ from the 
musical Jekyll and 
Hyde. 

The second prize 
went to Trystan 
Watkins, who sang 
‘Amarillo Mia Bella’ by 
Caccini and ‘The Sky 
Above the Roof’ by 
Vaughan Williams. 
Trystan is a student at 
Ysgol Gyfun Ystalyfera 
and was sponsored by 
the Rotary Club of 
Swansea Valley. 

The first prize went 



to Cowbridge 
Comprehensive student, 
Charlotte Bonney, who 
sang two jazz standards 
with great feeling and 


Part of the Whitchurch Windows Group Est 1991 



Cardiff Orangeries built an orangery to extend my kitchen/dining room. 
Worm in the winter and cool in the summer. Add to that the fantastic interior and 
exteriorfinish and beautifully sliding bi-fold doors opening to the garden. It is no 
surprise it's the most lived in and popular room, and a superb addition to our home. 

Mr&Mrs Sam Warburton 



■ 








Providing the very best Bespoke 
Orangeries, Conservatories and 
Garden Rooms. 

SPECIALISING IN SEAMLESS 
ALUMINIUM GUTTERING. 

The stress-free unique character of our orangeries 
and garden rooms will give you additional space 
that is attractive, timeless and, above all, usable. 


C.«cdlifr Orm f prwt tt m 

run comfiMiy wich over 20 yeari exprrWnre 

¥vUh Ml tTpaibitiaii. 


I WHITCHURCH 

WINDOWS UMITED 


Call: 02920 521675/01446 781230 or email: mail@cardifforangeries.co.uk www.whitchurchwindows.co.uk 


skill, ‘My Funny 
Valentine’ by Rodgers 
and Hart; followed by 
‘Take the A Train’ by 
Billy Strayhom. 

We were fortunate to 
have two eminent 
professional singers as 
judges: Iona Jones, the 
well-known soprano 
who is also honorary 
president of Cowbridge 
Male Voice Choir. 

Dyfed Wyn Jones is an 
experienced baritone 
who often sings with the 
Welsh National Opera. 

They had the difficult 
task of choosing the 
three winners, and 
provided valuable 
feedback for each of the 
15 contestants. 

Llantwit Major 
Rotary club president. 
Dr David Rogers, 
commended the 
contestants on their 
talent and wished first 
prizewinner Charlotte 
Bonney luck in the 
District 1150 final, 
which will be held in 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive on 
Saturday, February 27. 

This district includes 
clubs from across south 
and mid Wales. TC 


How to stay 
warm - AND 

CUT HEATING 
COSTS 


S TAY warm 
and reduce 
your heating 
bills this winter, 
with A-rated 
windows and doors 
from G2S Wales. 

The nights are longer, 
the winds are picking up 
and the cold is starting 
to creep in. Why put up 
with draughty and 
inefficient windows and 
doors? Especially when 
you can have new A- 
rated triple glazed 
windows or doors fitted 
before Christmas. 

You can also spread 
the cost and pay nothing 
for six months with one 
of G2S Wales’ 
competitive finance 
packages. 

There’s no time like 
the present to improve 
your home and start 
saving money on your 
heating bills. You could 
save up to £754 per year 
when upgrading to A- 
rated triple glazed 
windows. 

Keep your family and 
friends warm and 


impress them with 
beautifully fitted 
windows this Christmas. 
Triple glazed windows 
not only cut out draughts 
and increase noise 
reduction, but they also 
massively reduce the 
amount of heat lost 
through the window 
itself. 

G2S also have a new 
triple glazed composite 
door on sale; it’s the 
warmest, thickest and 
most secure door they 
have ever provided. 

Call G2S on 01656 
668835 or visit 
www.g2sgroup.co.uk to 
find out more and 
receive your free quote. 
We could have your new 
windows and doors 
fitted before Christmas. 

All of our products 
come with a 
comprehensive 10 year 
guarantee to offer you 
peace of mind. Don’t 
put it off any longer, 
improve your home - 
and enjoy all of the 
benefits of a warmer and 
more secure home. 


Go to the The GEM 
for the latest stories 
and breaking news... 

www.bariry-today.co.uk 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 

www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 


Timberaway Garden & Tree Services 

Qualified N.P.T.C/City & Guilds • All Waste Removed 
Competent & Insured • Trees & Hedges Trimmed 
Reduced & Felled. We can do the work for you. 

We cover all areas: 

LI . Barry • Vale of Glamorgan 

L Llantrisant • Cardiff to Porthcawl 

I Free Quotation 

(trade also welcome) 
^ 01446 402848 
l^^-i # 07739 389578 

timberaway@hotmail.com 


r 



1 


complete care solutions 


Exceeding your 
expectations... 


AWARD WINNING 

Quality Care at Competitive Prices 

From simple help in the home to 24 hour care, 

we can help you to keep your independence. 

Serving the Vale and surrounding areas for 14 years! 

Tailor made plans to suit your individual needs and budgets. 
For a no-obligation assessment and quote please call us. 

STAFF: WE WELCOME APPLICATIONS FROM MOTIVATED, 
QUALIFIED NURSES AND EXPERIENCED CARE STAFF. 


01656 863963 

0 . OZ 
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IMPRESS YOUR GUESTS THIS CHRISTMAS 

WITH BEAUTIFUL WINDOWS AND DOORS FROM G2S WALES 


FITTED IN TIME ^ 
FOR CHRISTMAS V 

Order now and have your new A-Rated 
windows and doors fitted in time for Christmas 


NOTHING TO PAY ^ 
UNTIL JULY 2016 yf 

Not even a deposit 



Triple Glazing offers you: 

EVEN more noise reduction 

Acoustically insulated glass cuts 
out excess sound 

EVEN less heat loss 

Up to 3x more effective than 
double glazing 


EVEN better security 

Keep out unwanted visitors 
with our 13 point locking system 



FREE 

£10 M&S 

VOUCHER 

JUST FOR LETTING 
US QUOTE YOU! 
ABSOLUTELY NO 
OBLIGATION TO BUY! 

TO QUALIFY CALL 

01656 668 835 

AND QUOTE M&S10 



*This offer is restricted tc 
one voucher per household and is limited 
to the first 100 callers. The voucher will be posted to the named 
person at the address of quotation only. 


Any 4 Triple glazed windows 
plus a triple glazed front 
door any size or style 




NOTHING TO PAY 
UNTIL JULY 2016 


o'^^’ly £46.63lu 

at only 4.9% APR package price: £4,350 


VIEW OUR FULL PRODUCT RANGE AT: 


Call: 01656 668 835 www.g2swales.co.uk 


sPRpup 


Unit 1, York Park, Chepstow Rd, Bridgend Ind. Estate Bridgend CF31 STB. OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK. 


Worked finance example: 4 Triple Glazed Windows & Single Triple Glazed UPVC Front Door at a package price of £4,350 pay £46.63 per month for 120 months at a fixed rate of 4.9% per month. Total amount payable 0 [ fensa I T. ^ OH OH 

£5,595.60chargeforcredit£1,245.60.RepresentativeAPR4.9%. Prices are for white casement windows, each section of a bay window counts as one window. Maximum window size 2.4m X 1.5m. Offers cannot be 

used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The G2S Group act as an intermediary and only offer products from Barclays Partner Finance. Barclays Partner Finance is a trading name of Clydesdale Financial Services Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of Barclays 
Bank PLC. Clydesdale Financial Services Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Financial Services Register Number: 311753). Registered in England, registered number 2901725. Registered office: 1 Churchill Place, London El 4 5FIP. 
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Quti^Aboutigig 


SPONSORED 

BY 


/VlE/vo #BARRYCINEMEMO 

BARRY’S NEW DIGITAL 
CINEMA & LIVE 
STREAMING THEATRE 


‘H’ HEADLINES 
ALADDIN PANTO 
AT NEW THEATRE 



The cast of Aladdin at the New Theatre. 

T he New Theatre will 
follow up last year’s 
successful panto 
Cinderella with Aladdin^ from 
December 12 to January 17. 

Joining last year’s record-breaking 
cast is Ian ‘H’ Watkins from Steps, 
who plays Aladdin, along with actor 
and model Linda Lusardi, who plays 
the Slave of the Ring. 

Also returning will be comedians 
and panto veterans Mike Doyle (as 


Widow Twankey) and Andy Jones (as 
Wishee Washee). 

Sam Kane, is not only playing 
ultimate pantomime baddie Abanazar, 
but he directs the production too. 

Welsh rugby legend Gareth Thomas 
makes only his second panto 
appearance as the Genie of the Lamp. 
The Princess is played by Holly 
Bluett. 

Tickets (£10.50 to £31) from box 
office 02920 878889 or hook online 
www.newtheatrecardiff.co .uk. 


DONT MISS WALES’ NO.l 
FESTIVE FAMILY TREAT! 

Linda lusardi Ian H Watkins 
Mike Doyle Gareth Thomas 
, ANDY JONES S-AMKANE 



. GIM _, 

Spielberg’s Cold War spy thriller 
is a classy and engaging affair... 

mg concerned with doing ^ more. is right and damn the 

ttip mrirnllv rioht thino / \ Ttiic ic nc nc pnncpniipnppc Hpcnitf 


GIVEN his strong 
work ethic, it 
seems strange to 
think that Steven 
Spielberg’s last 
film, Lincoln, was 
nearly three years 
ago. 

While the ‘Berg has 
plenty on his slate in the 
future (including a take 
on Roald Dahl’s The 
BFG), his current film 
sees him re-team with 
Tom Hanks for the third 
time in Bridge of Spies. 

A true story, it sees 
Hanks play James B 
Donovan, an American 
lawyer hired to defend 
Rudolf Abel (Mark 
Rylance), a Soviet spy 
who has been caught. 
While Donovan was 
initially hired in order 
to ensure Abel received 
a fair trial, their 
relationship deepens, 
and when American 
pilot Francis Gary 
Powers (Austin Stowell) 
is shot down over 
Russia, Donovan is 
recruited to arrange an 
exchange for Powers 
with Abel returning 
home - an exchange 
that doesn’t go as 
smoothly as hoped... 

It seems like 
something of a foregone 
conclusion to cast Tom 
Hanks as a wholly 
decent American, 


concerned with doing 
the morally right thing 
rather than the 
perceived right thing, 
even when it comes at a 
cost to both him and his 
family. 

However, just 
because it’s a foregone 
conclusion doesn’t 
mean that the end 
performance, and 
indeed product, is 
anything less than 
stellar, and so it applies 
to Bridge of Spies, a 
film that trades on 
Hanks’ (and to some 
degree Steven 
Spielberg’s) honour and 
nobility and coalesces 
into an insightful and 
powerful film. 

It’s essentially two 
separate stories tied in 
together - the opening 
half of the film sees 
Hanks’ Donovan 
coerced into defending 
Abel despite it being the 
‘un-American’ thing to 
do; despite doing what’s 
right and just, Donovan 
discovers that his stand 
has consequences. 

The second half sees 
Powers shot down over 
Russia and Donovan 
brought into the fold to 
negotiate his release in 
return for Abel’s release 
and return to the Soviets 
- one of many wrinkles 
being that the swap has 
to take place in East 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


Santa Specials 
at Barry station 

SANTA’S coming to their seat and gives each 


the Barry Island 
Tourist Railway on the 


one a quality present. 
Adults can sample the 


weekends 
December 12 to 13 
and 19 to 20. 


of mulled wine and mince 


pies afterwards.’ 

There will vintage and 


The railway is gearing „ Christmas 

up to receive him and ^arry Island 

have commissioned their s“on too and craft stalls 
Steam locomotive Susan, some days, 
built in 1952, to haul the information 

Santa Special trains contact John Buxton, 
which will run on each of ^c.rry Tourist Railway on 
the days at 11.45am, 01446 748816; 


1.30pm, 2.30pm 

3.30pm. 

Booking is advisable 
as the trains are already 
filling up fast, but there 
are still some seats 
available on December 
12 and 13. To book, call 
Kathryn on 02920 
511019. 

John Buxton, 

managing director of the 
railway said: “Visiting 
the Barry Tourist 
Railway is a great way to 
see Santa; there is no 
queuing as Santa visits 
every child on the train at 


and john.buxton@cambriantr 
ansport.com. 


Berlin, and that an 
American student has 
found himself captured 
and held prisoner at the 
same time. 

It feels a little tacked 
together, Donovan and 
Abel the bridges 
between the stories, but 
within are some deeply 
tense and moving 
sequences; as the script 
subtly indicates, the 
notion of doing the right 
thing applies even when 
other people believe 
you are doing the wrong 
thing, and it’s the 
conviction of your 
beliefs, and how hard 
you cling onto them 
even in the face of 
extreme adversity, that 
showcases your 
character. 

There are even a few 
idiosyncratic notes, 
supplied by the Coen 
brothers, which deepen 
and bring the humanity 
out in the story even 


more. 

This is as close as 
Hanks may get to play 
Atticus Finch, but while 
the similarities between 
that fictional character 
and the non-fictional 
Donovan are perhaps 
played up for the 
screen. Hanks’ stoic 
turn is exceptional, the 
actor rooting the 
character as a believable 
one, doing what he feels 
is right. 

It is an archetype in 
the Hanks canon 
certainly, but it doesn’t 
lessen the impact of his 
powerful performance 
at all. 

Opposite him is Mark 
Rylance, a man more 
likely to be found on 
stage rather than screen 
- although, on the basis 
of his work here, that 
may no longer apply as 
Rylance is an incredible 
counterpoint to Hanks, 
their onscreen chemistry 
well played as the actor 
brings incredible nuance 
to Abel, like Donovan a 
man doing what he 
believed was right, for 
his country. 

The film pivots on 
their relationship, even 
when action switches to 
freeing Powers and 
Abel is relegated to 
occasional cutaway 
scenes - the characters 
strongly written and 
even more strongly 
portrayed, with an 
unshowy supporting 
cast dripping with 
pedigree solidifying the 
foundations. 

For Spielberg, this 
mines a similar ground 
to Lincoln in a 
roundabout way - a 
man doing what he feels 


is right and damn the 
consequences, despite 
being acutely aware of 
them - and it follows 
that film’s dialogue- 
heavy tone. 

There are occasional 
sequences of drama 
where Spielberg cuts 
loose (the capture of 
Abel, a horrifying 
glimpse into the lengths 
people went to get over 
the wall, a tension-filled 
climax) but his focus is 
on telling the story, 
which he does 
incredibly well. 

Quite whether such a 
prestigious project will 
get the overwhelming 
love it deserves - 
particularly come 
awards season - will 
depend on how you 
view the achievement of 
Bridge of Spies; you 
could argue that it’s 
Hanks and Spielberg 
delivering what they’re 
good at - but such 
skilled filmmaking and 
strong acting should 
never be taken for 
granted. 

VERDICT-A 
gripping, emotionally- 
involving spy thriller. 
Bridge of Spies sees the 
all-American Tom 
Hanks essay an all- 
American hero in a 
stylishly shot and 
executed Steven 
Spielberg film. With an 
outstanding turn from 
Mark Rylance, it is a 
truly impressive film 
that more than stands up 
to the reputations of 
those involved. 
Recommended. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: SchindleFs 
List (1993), Unbroken 
(2014). 


‘BLOODWISE’ CAROL CONCERT 

BLOOD WISE Cardiff will hold a concert on Saturday, 
December 12 at 7pm at The Royal Welsh College of Music and 
Drama, Cardiff. 

Cowbridge Male Voice Choir, Cantorion Pontyclun Ladies’ Choir and the 
Nidus Children’s Choir will all feature and every penny raised will fund 
groundbreaking blood cancer research and vital patient support. 

For more information go to bloodwise.org.uk/event-challenges/do- 
anything-go-event/wales/cardijf-carol-concert or call the box office on 02920 
342854. 


CAJVCM.FAN ^ 
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CINEMA*STAGE ON SCREEN 

THEATRE* EVENTS 


Book early for 2016! 

D.J. JOHN 

(JB’s Disco) Est.1972 

MOBILE DISCO 

Kiddies’ Parties 
from £65. 

Adult Discos from £85. 

07714 477157 


Mockingjay 
Part 2 (12A) 

04-11 
December 

Times: 

Variable daily 




t 






NEW DIGITAL CINEMA 
& LIVE STREAMINGS 

Enjoy films and stage-to-screen 
at Barry’s only digital cinema 

For full programme dates, times and 
information, visit the Memo website 
or call our Box Office. 


WWW.MEMOARTSCENTRE.CO.uk • BOX OFFICE: 01446 738622 


Memo Arts Centre, Gladstone, Barry, CF62 SNA 


Charity No: 1155291 
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Birds in a Bam 

No.39 

The Old 
Institute 

Vadatelier 

Gail Armytage 
^ Florist 

^ Bar 44 

/ 

^ Arthur John 

' •'. rfcc 

,' ^^ Amanda Jones 

^ Jewellery 

0 i k ,P Cowbridge 
I Health Food 
Co. 

Happy Days 
The Beehive 
Coco & Co. 


The Bay Tree 

Elephant & 
Bun Deli 

Pebble 

Pocketful of 
Presents 


' ^ , Folkhaus 
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Beagles 
Country 
Kitchen 

La Mercier 

Beauty Within 

Jon Ian 

The Hair 
Business 

WG Davies 

JRC Jewellery 

Country 

Casuals 

Ushi's 

The Shop 

Goose Island 

GW of 
St Clears 

Colours 

L'Armoire 

Fich & Ramous 

Kathy Gittins 

Cowbridge 

Bookshop 

Coco Plum 

^ The Pencil 
Case 

Visage 
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flHDEVEH“' 
A FREE FLAT 
SCREEN TV WITH 
CONSERVATORY 
ORDERED IN i 
k JANUARY^ 
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SOJOOR COMPOSITE DOOR 
RJUyRTTED 

Ffon £996.00 
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mw 
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PATW DOORS 

RiurFriTH) 

Fiqh £896.00 
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am 
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UPVC BACK DOORS 

WUyRTTED 

FwES99.00 
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am 
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FRENCH DOORS 
RJUyFfTTH) 

Ron £896.00 
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um 
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UPVC FRONT DOORS 
nrtED 

Ron £660.00 
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um 

P12&SI 
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I 

I 

I 



AWAIOED KST OOllBlE 6UZ1IIG COMPAHY M WALES IT NETWORK VEKA 

10a Emnny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
SHOWROOM next door to Haltords on Lockwllh Road, CardHt CFt t SAP 

Tel: 01446 439212 
Freephone 0800 8030821 
01656 648464 
www.mpnwindows.com 


WINDOWS. DOORS ^ 

.p. 

i CONSERVATORIES 




FREE VERTICAL BLINDS OFFER • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS OFFER 


FREE VERTICAL BUNDS OFFER • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS OFFER • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS OFFER 
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King Square is lit up for Christmas 



King Square was an explosion of light and colour on 
Saturday evening when the Christmas illuminations were 
switched on. As you can see, despite the unpleasant weather] 
conditions there were hardy individuals who enjoyed the 
show - and the market and entertainment earlier in the day. 




READERS’ LETTERS 

Monster block! 



T his 

photograph 
was taken at 
The Rise, 

Ystradowen, where 
enormous lorries 
arrive daily 
blocking the road, 
driving over the 
pavements. 

How planning was 
given to such a narrow 
access to a housing 
estate of 40 - 50 houses, 
I cannot fathom. 

The north facing slope 
of this road will freeze 
over before long, and 
one or more of these 
monstrous vehicles is 
going to finish up in 
somebody’s garden. Or 
house! 

William R Turner, 
Ystradowen. 


ABOVE: The road to nowhere! 

Council, too, fought 
for Post Office 


AM sure that all 
of us in 

Cowbridge will 
be delighted to see 
the new post office 
due open on 
December 9 - and 
a big thank you to 
all who have 
worked hard to 
achieve this. 

I want you to know 
that the Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian Town 
Council, too, was very 
involved in working 


hard for this result. 

We had the Post 
Office people come to 
talk to us acbout their 
difficulties and we have 
been in regular touch 
with them since April 
2014. Our Town Clerk, 
Mr Andrew Davies, has 
written to them on 
numerous occasions - 
and has answered their 
queries many times - so 
our sincere thanks to 
him for all his efforts. 
Coun Gwen Baty, 
Cowbridge. 



LALESTON CELEBRATION 


SOROPTIMIST International Bridgend are holding a ^Christmas 
Celebration^ at 6pm, Wednesday, on December 9, in St David^s 
Church, Laleston, with carols and readings featuring Ogmore 
Vale Male Voice Choir. All are welcome. 


Nancy is the 
special guest 
at her school — 

80 years after 
starting there! 



ABOVE: Nancy opens the new classrooms 
at Llangan Primary School. 


THE special guest at Llangan 
Primary School last week was 
a local lady who was a pupil 
there - over 80 years ago! 

The occasion was the much 
anticipated grand opening of a new 
classroom base, and it was only fitting 
that a former pupil (and great friend of 
the school), Mrs Nancy Davidge was 
invited to perform the grand opening. 

She said: “I was a pupil at Llangan 
over 80 years ago and in that time I 
have seen the school develop in so 
many different ways.” 

During the summer holidays the 
school underwent a significant facelift 
as a new and enlarged kitchen was 
built, a new air-conditioned double 
classroom was erected and an existing 
classroom was refurbished, containing 
a kitchen for the children, new 
windows, flooring and toilets to boot! 

The new classrooms are a welcome 
addition to the school which has for a 
number of years been struggling to 
‘make do and mend’ the pre-existing 
building. 

The headteacher, Mr Steve 
Williams, said: “The school can now 
boast a state-of-the-art classroom base 
which will ensure that the needs of 
pupils and staff are met for future 


by PHILIP IRWIN 

generations of Llangan children. 

“The Vale Council’s catering 
department must also be commended 
for investing in a new kitchen at 
Llangan. This means that, for the first 
time in many years, children, staff and 
visitors can now enjoy freshly 
prepared, delicious and nutritious food 
cooked on site by Mrs Paula Meek, the 
new school cook in charge. 

“The children have given the meals 
a huge thumbs up. Nearly as many 
pupils now choose to have a school 
meal per day as were ordered in a week 
before the new kitchen was built.” 

As Mr Williams leaves Llangan to 
take up a new post as headteacher of 
Sully Primary School, he would like to 
thank the pupils, parents, staff and 
governing body for their support and 
patience while the building work was 
completed. 

He added: “I am proud of having 
been part of the Llangan family as both 
deputy headteacher and now 
headteacher. 

“I hope that future generations of 
pupils and staff enjoy the fantastic 
facilities available to them and 
continue to offer a top-rate education 
for the children in the community.” 


Keep your garden tidy this 
winter with H 


outdoor power products 


BHX2501 Hand Held Blower 4.4kg 

•24.5cciyiiyi4 Four Stoke Engine 

• 40% Fuel Saving compared to 2 stroke 
equivalent 

• Reduced noise and 
exhaust emissions 
•Optional vacuum 
attachment available 
•3 Year Warranty* 


SPECIAL PRICE £180 incVAT 

Avant Hire, Home Farm Business Park, Dyffryn, CF5 6SU 

07780 468801 

Please visit us to view the complete range of Makita outdoor power products 
including the environmentally friendly 36 volt Cordless range. 

avanthiresouthwales 
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SANTA AND HIS REINDEER THRILL THE 
CROWDS AT ANNUAL CHRISTMAS EVENT 



/T 




« 


THE Cowbridge Reindeer Parade took 
place on Sunday, November 29, and drew 
large crowds to the town. 

It serves as the traders’ big ‘thank you’ to 
the public for its support throughout the year. 

As you can see, Glyn Evans was on hand to 
capture some precious memories. 

"T 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E-Mail: ffotoimage @tiscali.co.uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage.co.uk 
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High Vision Floor Lamp 
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Bluebird Travel Chair 
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Medina Riser Recliner 
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Bellavita Bathlift 



Basketweave Commode 


« A MBOoden harrod armtor 
oorrmode Bib wiTMn 
ttfo UfHiidtofy 

• HghddMtoraddltooalMiport 

• u6ief oeigtit 
2S stone 

W 


I 


I 


- 3i«ctoepooiii(r» 

• Fla b the base ot tm 
bath. Baa^^ fem w bbte 

• Conrlort OGTACb am 
mochtm Mkshfltiia 


^ 3SiP 


BRIDGEND 

ABLEWORLD 
Bridgend Shopping Centre, Brackla 
Street, Bndgend, Wales, CF31 1 DO 

Tel: (01656)856 150 


CARDIFF 

ABLEWORLD 

Penarth Road Retail Park 
Penarih Road, CardiK, CF11 8EF 

Tel: (02921)321072 

info^aMeworlcfc; 4 irdiff.co.uk 



3 Wheel Walker 
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www.ableworld.eo.uk 
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Opposite Wtko's Keicl to the Store 

Further details on all our stores can be found on: www.ableworld.co.uk 
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MENTER lAITH 
BRO MORMNNWC 



LLAIS LLEOL - 
Dr Dylan Jones 


WEDI dros 15 
mlynedd fel Pennaeth 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg, a’n fwy 
diweddar yr ysgol 3-19 
oed, bydd Dr Dylan 
Jones yn ffarwelio a’r 
ysgol ar ddiwedd y 
mis er mwyn dechrau 
ar ei swydd newydd 
ym Mhrifysgol y 
Drindod Dewi Sant yn 
y Flwyddyn Newydd. 

Pa ardal o’r Fro 
ydych chrn byw, ac ers 
pryd ydych chi wedi bod 
yn byw yno? 

Symudodd Glenda a fi 
i’r Bontfaen ym mis 
Hydref 1987 yn fuan 
wedi i ni briodi ac yna fe 
fuodd y teulu’n byw yn 
Ystradowen am gyfnod ac 
erbyn hyn yn Nhresimwn. 

Beth yw^r peth gorau 
am fyw yn y Fro? 

Y gymuned a hefyd y 
cyfle i fyw yn y wlad, yn 
agos at y mor, ac o fewn 
cyrraedd i Gaerdydd heb 
fod yn rhy agos. Mae’n 
braf gadael y ddinas tu 61 
i chi a medm mwynhau 
gwyrddni’r ardal. Mae’r 
gorau o sawl byd gennym 
ni. 

Rhowch 5 gair i 
ddisgrifio’r Fro. 

Gwyrdd, cymunedol, 
heddychlon, amrywiol, 
cartref. 

Pa atgofion sy^n aros 
yn y coffwyaf, o’ch 
cyfnod fel Pennaeth 
Ysgol Gymraeg Bro 
Morgannwg? 

Mae’n amhosib dewis 
un atgof ond mac cymaint 
o atgofion melys. Cefais 
fy atgoffa yn ddiweddar o 
siwme'r ysgol ers ei 
sefydlu yn ystod fy 
nghinio ffarwel. Yr atgof 
orau pob tro yw gweld 
wynebau disgyblion wedi 
iddynt Iwyddo ar 
rywbeth. Mae Ysgol y 
Fro yn le sbesial. 

Ers dechrau yn eich 
rol fel Pennaeth dros 15 
mlynedd yn 61, ydych 
chi’n gweld bod statws a 
phroffil y Gymraeg wedi 
cynyddu yn y Fro? 

Do yn bendant ac 
rwy’n gobeithio bod yr 
ysgol wedi gwneud 
cyfraniad pwysig yn hyn 
o beth. Dechreuwyd 
YGBM gyda 123 o 
ddisgyblion. Cynpen 
dim fe fydd 1500 yn yr 
ysgol. Mae dwy ysgol 
gynradd newydd wedi eu 
sefydlu yn ddiweddar. 
Beth sydd yn braf yw cael 
sgwrs ar strydoedd yr 
ardal gyda rhieni sydd 
wedi dewis danfon eu 
plant at ysgolion cyfrwng 
Gymraeg oherwydd 
llwyddiant ein hysgolion. 
Testun balchder oedd bod 
Eisteddfod 2012 wedi 
gwneud elw ac wedi bod 
yn llwyddiant yn wyneb 
sawl her gan gynnwys y 
gemau Olympaidd yn 
Llundain. 

Dwedwch ychydig 
wrthom am eich swydd 
newydd. 

Rwy’n mynd i fod yn 
Ddeon Addysg Prifysgol 
y Drindod Dewi Sant. 



Mae nifer o newidiadau ar 
droed ym myd hyfforddi 
athrawon a’r nod yw 
arwain y Gyfadran yn 
ystod y cyfnod yma. 
Rydym yn anelu at greu 
Athrofa Addysg 
Genedlaethol fydd yn 
ganolbwynt arbenigedd 
addysg a hyfforddiant i 
Gymru gyfan. 

Beth ydy’ch 
diddordebau? 

Chwaraeon - heb 
unrhyw amheuaeth! 

Beth yw eich 
uchelgais am y ddeng 
mlynedd nesaf? 

Fod yr Athrofa yn cael 
ei gweld fel un o’r 
goreuon yn y DU ac ein 
bod yn darpam athrawon 
o’r radd flaenaf. Mae 
pobl ifanc y wlad yn 
haeddu hyn ac mae ein 
hathrawon yn haeddu’r 
gefnogaeth broffesiynol 
orau posib. 

Gyda phwy fasech 
chVn hoffi cael pryd o 
fwyd? 

Heblaw am un 
rhamantus gyda Glenda! 

- teulu a ffrindiau agos 
bob tro. Ym myd 
chwaraeon, John Charles. 
O fyd hanes, yr unigolyn 
o’r ddeunawfed ganrif 
oedd yn destun fy 
nhraethawd PhD, er 
mwyn i mi gael gweld pa 
mor gy wir oedd fy 
namcaniaethau amdano! 
Os oeddwn yn gywir 
mae’n debygol na fyddwn 
yn rhoi ail wahoddiad am 
ginio iddo. Roedd yn 
ddyn diflas iawn! 

Pwy ydych chVn eu 
hedmygu? 

Pobl sy’n llwyddo ac 
yn cyflawni heb fynd yn 
hunanbwysig. Heb ei fai 
heb ei eni. 

Beth yw eich gwyliau 
delfrydol? 

Nid oes un math 
arbennig. Ond gan amlaf 
dwi’n mwynhau orau pan 
rwyf yn gwneud 
rhywbeth. Nid wyf yn un 
da am eistedd i lawr wrth 
y pwll am oriau er fod 
hyn yn apelgar iawn ar 
hyn o bryd! 

Lie yw eich hojf 
dafarn neu fwyty yn y 
Fro? 

Bwyty - Arboreal a 
Market Place. Tafarn - lie 
bynnag mae’r hogia yn 
cytuno i fynd ar 
achlysuron arbennig. 

Sdim ots pa dafarn yr awn 
ni iddi da ni’n dueddol o 
droi’n hen ddynion biin 
yn rhamantu am yr oes a 
fu. Mae rhai yn waeth 
na’i gilydd cofiwch. Gan 
amla’ y Vale neu’r Duke 
yn y Bontfaen sy’n gorfod 
ein croesawu. 


Jambori yr Urdd 
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Ar Ddydd Mercher y 25ain o Dachwedd 
cafwyd diwrnod arbennig Hawn hwyl a 
sbri yng Nghanolfan y Mileniwm 

Daeth dros 2,000 o blant cynradd Caerdydd a’r 
Fro i sioe gan Gwenda Owen a’i band. 

Roedd y Ganolfan yn Hawn bwrlwm yn y bore 
a’r prynhawn gyda chanu a dawnsio gwych gan y 
plant a’r athrawon. O “joio yn y jambori”, i “canu 
roc a rol” daeth y clasuron i gyd mas ac roedd pawb 
wrth ei fodd yn canu a dawnsio. 

Diolch o galon i Ganolfan y Mileniwm, Gwenda 
Owen a’r band, ond yn bennaf i bawb daeth i 
Jambori yr Urdd eleni. 

Dyma rhai Human o’r digwyddiad. 

Am fwy o wybodaeth am gweithgareddau’r Urdd 
cysylltwch a ni ar 02920 635684, neu 
Geraint @ urdd .org 



ANRHEGION NADOLIG Y SER 

gan EIRY PALFREY 


GADEWCH i’r ser 
eich helpu i ddewis 
presantau fydd wrth 
fodd pob un o'r 
arwyddion. 

ARIES: 

Arweinwyr naturiol, sydd 
eisiau mynd, mynd o hyd. 
Fe fydden nhw wrth eu 
bodd gyda unrhyw beth 
newydd a chyffrous. 
Tabled neu gar newydd... 
rhywbeth a'u enw nhw 
amo, neu enw'r ty ar 
lechen? Maen nhw'n dwlu 
ar wydr a diamwntau. 
Prynwch ddrych er mwyn 
iddyn nhw gael edmygu'u 
hunain. Eu hoff liw yw 
coch. 

TAURUS: 

Pobl sy'n hoffi 
moethusrwydd a'r gorau o 
bob peth. Prynwch lun 
gwreiddiol mewn olew, 
planhigyn neu flodau - 
byddai unrhyw beth i'r 
ardd yn plesio. Gemau, 
tlysau, mwcHs. Bwydydd 
moethus fel pate de foie 
gras, pwdin plwm o 
Harrods, neu hotel o Bort 


arian neu'n antique. Maen 
nhw'n dwlu ar gasglu 
pethau stampiau, siwgiau, 
hen Iwyau - rhywbeth. 
Prynwch ddillad cynnes - 
siol neu sgarff. Hoff liw - 
arian neu Iwyd golau. 
LEO: 

Pobl hael sy'n hoffi creu 
argraff, ond os y'ch am 
ddal yn ffrindie gofalwch 
nad yw'ch anrheg chi yn 
well na'r un gawsoch chi 
wrthyn nhw! Prynwch 
rhywbeth i harddu’r 
gwallt - crib, rhuban, Hiw. 
Rhowch docynnau theatr, 
cinio moethus, drych, 
gemau mawr, recordiau 
CD, neu ddillad 'flashy'. 
A'u hoff Hwiau yw aur, 
melyn ac oren. 

VIRGO: 

Pobl drefnus gyda He i 
bob peth. Mi fyddan 
nhw'n mwynhau cael 
dyddiadur electronig, 
filing cabinet, Geiriadur, 
Encyclopaedia. Dyma'r 
unig arwydd sy'n 
croesawu anrhegion o 
sebon neu aftershave. A 
mi fyddan nhw wrth eu 


(vintage). Mae gydan nhw bodd yn cael voucher i'r 


wendid am siocledi - 
dmd. Hoff liw: glas, pine. 

GEMINI: 

Pobl brysur, amryddawn 
sy'n haeddu anrheg i 
hwyluso eu bywyd hectic. 
Dyma gyfathrebwyr y 
sidydd a mi fydden lihw 
wrth eu bodd yn cael 
tabled neu iphone 6, neu 
beiriant karaoke...neu 
falle sebon ar siap 
meicroffon iddyn nhw 
gael canu yn y bath. Eu 
hoff liw yw melyn. 
CANCER: 

Mae rhain wrth eu bodd 
yn gofalu am bethau - ci, 
cath, tedi ber neu 
blanhigyn. Rhowch 
anrheg i harddu'u cartref, 
yn enwedig os yw e'n 


Encyclopaedia, neu 
rhowch rhywbeth mewn 
Heder iddyn nhw... Potel o 
rywbeth bach cryf...neu 
ges o win coch...Hyfrau 
ias a chyffro... Hoff 
Hwiau: coch tywyll a du. 
SAGITTARIUS: 

Mae rhain yn hoffi antur, 
teithio a gadjets - 
prynwch docyn sengl i 
Bern, taith lawr yr 
Amazon... neu brosesydd 
bwyd - camera 
awtomatig, agorydd tun 
try dan.... Maen nhw'n 
hoffi ceffylau, cwn mawr, 
ceir cyflym a chwaraeon, 
felly prynwch rywbeth 
sy'n ymwneud a'r rheiny. 
Tocynnau theatr, whisky, 
gwersi hedfan. Hoff liw: 
porffor. 

CAPRICORN: 

Pobl synhwyrol ac 
uchelgeisiol fyddai'n 
gwer&fawrogi anrheg 
ymarferol dibynnol fel 
RoHs Royce, Miele, 

Rolex neu Cartier. Neu 
rhowch rywbeth syml 
chwaethus iddyn nhw 
wedi ei lapio mewn papur 
Harrods. Mae llyfrau 



prynwch facynon poced 
pert, pysgod aur neu fotel 
o rhywbeth cryf. Maen 
nhw wrth eu boddau gyda 
sgidiau, sane silc du neu 
sHperi cynnes. Rhowch 
ddillad rhamantus iddyn 
nhw mewn chiffon neu 
felfed. Prynwch 
ganhwyllau, arogldarth 
neu docynnau i'r sinema. 
Hoff Hwiau yw gwyrdd y 
mor a Holed. 


Clwb lechyd. Hoff Hwiau swmpus bob tro’n 


- nefi a Hwyd. 

LIBRA: 

Pobl hawdd i'w plesio 
ond i chi roi rhywbeth 
moethus i’w helpu i 
ymlacio - potel o 
siampen, neu fyblbath. 
Pobl ramantus sy'n hoffi'r 
gorau - cinio i ddau, 
objets d'art chwaethus, 
perlau.... Danfonwch 
flodau neu prynwch CDs 
clasurol - fel Pavarotti 
neu Margaret Williams. 
Hoff Hwiau: pine neu las 
golau. 

SCORPIO: 

Pobl ddwfn a rhywiol 
sydd wrth eu bodd gydag 
ymchwil a sgandal - 
prynwch y Bywgraffiadur, 


dderbyniol neu falwn i 
godi'u hysbryd. Lliwiau 
sobor - dim byd Hachar - 
brown, du neu las tywyll. 
AQUARIUS: 

Mae rhain yn mwynhau 
sypreis, a byddai unrhyw 
beth newydd a gwirion yn 
apelio fel cloc larwm 
sy'n esgus bod yn bel 
griced, neu oriawr sy'n 
cynnau sigarets. Rhowch 
ddillad Hachar streips o 
bob Hiw, neu dei bo 
chwirligwgan lurex. 
Prynwch gemau bwrdd 
gwirion, amhosib i'w 
deall. Hoff liw yw glas 
Hachar, streips a checks. 
PISCES: 

Pobl artistig, emosiynol - 


ANGHARAD 




DOES unman yn 
debyg i gartre medd 
yr hen ddywediad ac 
yn sicr does unman 
yn debyg i’r Bontfaen | 
adeg y Nadolig. 

Mae prydferthwch y 
coed bach ar waliau’r 
adeiladau hynod ar hyd y 
brif stryd yn ryfeddod. 

Does dim Hawer o 
fantesion i’r nosweithiau hir| 
tywyll heblaw bod oriau’n 
rhagor i werthfawrogi 
disgleirdeb Nadoligaidd y goleuadau godidog. 

Ond mae sawl rheswm i ni wneud mwy na dim ond 
gwerthfawrogi’r goleuadau. Er mor hawdd yw’r 
siopau mawr, a phrynu arlein, mae’n bwysig hefyd ein 
bod yn siopa yn y dre neu bydd y siopau bach unigryw 
yn gorfod can. Gallai hyny fod yn drychineb i hen dre 
farchnad fel y Bontfaen sy’n dibynnu ar ei 
hynodrwydd i ddenu busnes a chwsmeriaid. 

Cyn rhuthro arlein felly dyma bwyntiau sy’n werth 
eu hystyried: bydd eich arian yn rhoi hwb i’r economi 
Heol - am bob punt sy’n cael ei wario mewn busnes 
bach mae 63c yn aros yn yr economi leol o’i gymharu 
a 40c gyda busnes mawr. 

Y dewis moesol yw i brynu’n Heol a phrynu 
cynnyrch o fwtseriaid a gwerthwyr Hysiau a ffrwythau 
Heol. Yn ogystal a chefnogi ffermwyr yr ardal bydd 
mwy o faeth yn y bwyd a Hai o blastig lapio 
gwastraffus. 

Mae siopau bach annibynnol yn Hawn o anrhegion 
bach gwahanol ac unigryw sy’n anodd iawn i ddod o 
hyd iddynt ar y we neu mewn siopau mawr sy’n prynu 
popeth fesul Hwyth. 

Mae prynu’n Heol yn gymorth i gynnal cymunedau. 
Mae sawl slop fach yn cynnig digwyddiadau bach, 
boed yn grwpiau gwnio neu wan neu weithgareddau 
i’r plant. Os yw’r busnesau yn diflannu mae grwpiau 
cymunedol yn debygol o fynd ar gyfeiliom hefyd. 
Mewn marchnadoedd Nadolig mae pwrpas 
cymdeithasol yn ami i’r stondinau - maent yn cynnig 
gwerth cyhoeddus yn ogystal a Hefydd i brynu. 

Mae gwerthwyr Heol yn debygol o roi gostyngiad i 
brynwyr ffyddlon, ac mae dod i adnabod y perchennog 
hefyd yn golygu y cewch gyngor da. 

Ac felly rwyf wedi dod i’r casghad mae’r peth 
gorau i’w wneud yn ysbryd yr wyl eleni yw i 
ddechrau adduned flwyddyn newydd yn gynnar, a 
chefnogi mwy o’r siopau bach sy’n dod a’r fath 
amrywiaeth gwych i’r Bontfaen. Welai chi yno. A 
Nadolig Llawen i chi gyd! 


DYSGWYR YN 
MWYNHAU’R 
CWRS SADWRN 


Daeth dros 50 o 
ddysgwyr Caerdydd a 
Bro Morgannwg at ei 
gilydd ar ddydd 
Sadwrn 7fed 
Tachwedd i fwynhau 
Cwrs Sadwrn ym 
Mhrifysgol Caerdydd 


Gweithgareddau 
Cyfrwng Cymraeg 
Cyngor Bro 
Morgannwg 


Clwb Llyfrau 

Bydd cyfarfod nesaf y 
Clwb Llyfrau ar nos Lun 
Rhagfyr 7fed, 19.30- 
20.30 yng Nghanolfan 


Barri. 

Dathliad Nadolig 
Cymreig 

Crefftau, carolau a 
gweithgareddau 


Palmerston, a byddwn yn traddodiadol - Nos Lun 


trafod ‘Afallon’ gan 
Robat Gruffydd. 

Darlith 

‘Ynni - Pwer i’r 
dyfodol’ gan Gareth 
Clubb (Cyfeillion y 
Ddaear Cymru) - dydd 
Sadwrn RJiagfyr 12fed, 
11-12 yn Llyfrgell y 


Rhagfyr 14eg, 18.30- 
20.30 yng Nghanolfan 
Palmerston. 

Am fanylion pellach, 
cysylltwch a Mared 
Fumham: 

mnfumham @ valeofglam 
organ.gov.uk / 01446 
733762 


Thema’r Cwrs Sadwrn 
oedd Tywysogion a 
Chestyll Cymru. Roedd 
y dosbarthiadau yn Hawn 
hwyl wrth i’r tiwtoriaid 
gwisgo fel tywysogion a 
chroeso siaradwr gwadd 
a oedd yn son am y 
Normaniaid. I gloi’r 
cwrs roedd cwis 
cerddoriaeth, roedd hwn 
yn gyfle gwych i’r 
dysgwyr ddod at ei 
gilydd ac ymarfer eu 
Cymraeg a phobl oedd ar 
lefelau gwahanol. 

Dywedodd Glyn Wise, 
trefnydd y cwrs: “Mae’n 
hyfryd i weld cymaint o 
ddysgwyr ar lefelau 
gwahanol yn dod at ei 
gilydd i fwynhau ac 
ymarfer eu Cymraeg”. 

Beth am ddod ar y 
Cwrs Calan i ymarfer 
eich Cymraeg sydd ar yr 
2il a’r 3ydd o lonawr ym 
Mhrifysgol Caerdydd? 
Am ragor o wybodaeth 
ewch i 

www.leam welsh .co .uk 
neu ffoniwch 029 2087 
4710. 


Twitter: @MIBroMorgannwg • Facebook: Menter Bro Morgannwg 

Ebost: ffion@menterbromorgannwg.cymru Ffdn: (029) 20689888 www.menterbromorgannwg.cymru 
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Whodunnit at the Belfreey Hotel? 

Brynhill Golf Club members and 
guests were recently entertained to 
^murder and mystery^ in the 
Belfreey Hotel (Brynhill lounge). 

The guests were shown to their tables 
and the cast started a highly hysterical 
evening’s entertainment. Mr Ivor Bookin, 
hotel manager (Mike Underdown) put on a 
great performance with his wife Mrs 
Phyllis Bookin (played by Judy Davies), 
who also portrayed Inspector Laura 
Norder. 

Nurse Cathy Trerize (Glynis Gould) was 
the long-suffering subject of Ivor’s 
affections. 

The waiter, Vinnie de Tableau (Tony 
Davies), and Sylvia the chambermaid (Sam 
Pascoe), both played their parts 
admirably. 

The elf and safety prompter (Jo 
Kirkpatrick) was not called upon too often, 
as the cast had worked extremely hard and 
there was much hysterical ad libbing. 

The cast were given a standing ovation 
at the end of the performance. JK 



MP calls for clarity 
on car parking policy 


VALE MP Alun Cairns is 
calling on the Vale Council to 
clarify its position on proposed 
car parking charges - after 
council leader Neil Moore 
suggested that charges may 
not go ahead. 

Mr Cairns met with over 100 
businesses that could be affected by 
parking charges in the Vale last week. 

Traders who met with Vale 
Council recently were unanimous in 
calling for the council to scrap plans 
to charge, and following the 
comments from Mr Moore, the Vale 
MP is calling for clarity to boost new 
starters on the high street. 

In last week’s GEM, the Vale 
leader gave a heavy hint that the 
council is unlikely to proceed with 
the planned charges. He wrote: “I can 


confirm that as a council we will be 
seriously reconsidering if (and it’s a 
big if), we should introduce car 
parking charges in Barry and 
Cowbridge town centres, after having 
conversations with local people and 
traders in both towns.” 

Mr Cairns said: “Coun Moore has 
indicated that he has listened to the 
valid concerns of traders, and to his 
credit he is showing the necessary 
leadership to get the policy right. 

“I am concerned that allowing the 
uncertainty to drag on will stop new 
shops opening. 

“I have been told that a number of 
new businesses are, understandably, 
holding off signing leases until the 
policy on car parking is clarified.” 



State Pension 

is 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


THE STATE 
PENSION IS 
CHANGING - 


KNOW THE FACTS 



Knowing how much to expect 
from your State Pension will 
help you plan for your future 


The State Pension is being changed in April 2016 to nnake it 
easier to understand in the future. How nnuch you get depends 
on your National Insurance record. If you’re 55 or over you can 
request a State Pension statement based on the new rules. 

To find out more information about 
what you’re entitled to and how to order 
a State Pension statement visit: 
www.gov.uk/yaurstatepension 


THE State Pension is a regular payment 
from the government most of us can 
claim when we reach State Pension age. 
On 6 April 2016, the new State Pension 
will be introduced for women born on 
or after the 6 April 1953, and men born 
on or after 6 April 1951. The changes to 
the current system will make it less 
complicated in the future.. 

If you were born before these dates, you'll 
continue to receive your State Pension under 
the current scheme, even if you defer claiming 
it. 

How much will I get? 

This will depend on your National Insurance 
(Nl) record so not everyone will get the same 
amount. You'll normally need at least 10 
qualifying years to get any State Pension. 

These can be from before or after 6 April 2016, 
and don't have to be ten years in a row. 

The full amount of the new State Pension 
will be around £155.65 a week but you may 
get more or less than this depending on your 
past Nl record. 

No one who qualifies for the new State 
Pension should get less than they would have 
received under the old system, based on their 
own contributions to April 2016. 

What if you are or were in a 
pension scheme at work? 

If you are or were in a salary-related pension 
scheme at work (for example, "final salary" or 
"career average"), or you were in any type of 
pension scheme at work before April 2012, you 
are likely to have been "contracted-out" of the 
Additional State Pension. (This is part of the 
current State Pension system). Some 
stakeholder and personal pension schemes 
were also "contracted-out". 

If you have been contracted-out of the 
Additional State Pension this means you paid 
less Nl into the State system and built up some 
private pension instead. However, your private 
pension should include an amount that, in 
most cases, will be at least equivalent to the 
Additional State Pension you contracted-out 
of. 

The actual amount you'll receive from your 
contracted-out pension scheme will depend 
on the scheme. 

From April 2016, contracting-out will end as 
will the reduced Nl rate contracted-out 



Department 
for Work & 
Pensions 

employers and employees have been paying. 

How can I increase my 
State Pension? 

National Insurance (Nl) credits can help fill 
gaps in your Nl record. They may increase the 
amount of new State Pension you get when 
you reach State Pension age. 

You may also be able to pay voluntary 
contributions to fill gaps you may have for 
recent years on your Nl record. Check your 
position before you do this to ensure you can 
benefit. 

You may be able to increase your State 
Pension if you are working and paying Nl 
contributions. 

If you choose to defer claiming your new 
State Pension when you reach State Pension 
age, you may build up extra State Pension. Not 
everyone can defer - please check whether 
you are eligible. 

National Insurance Credits 
that you might get 

You can get credits in various circumstances 
which might include: 

• Caring for one or more disabled people, for 
at least 20 hours a week. 

• Receiving certain benefits, such as 
Jobseeker's Allowance, Employment and 
Support Allowance or Carers Allowance. 

• Caring for a grandchild or other family 
member under the age of 12. 

Find out what this means for you by 
visiting www.gov.uk/yourstatepension. 

If you are aged 55 or over you can ask for a 
State Pension statement for an estimate of your 
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Helping people 
who suffered in 
Nepal disaster 


MOST of US will no doubt 
remember the tragic events 
that befell Nepal in April of 
this year: although 

geographically thousands of 
miles apart, the community 
of Y Bout Faen Primary 
was determined to help, 
particularly as one family 
originates from Nepal. 

The quakes and resulting 
aftershocks caused horrific damage 
to their country - destroying schools, 
hospitals and homes, as well as 
tearing families apart - many of 
whom tragically lost loved ones to 
this epic disaster. 

Alongside the Tamang family, Y 
Bont Faen decided to raise money for 
the charity Aid for Nepali Children. 

The charity was already building 
schools for children who, in 
whatever circumstance, could not 
access free education; as well as 
employing teachers and maintaining 
existing school buildings. Tragically, 
the disaster wiped out so much of the 


amazing work the charity had already 
done. So the Y Bont Faen 
community decided to help by 
launching ‘Sponsor Our Stones’. 

By asking people to commit to 
sponsoring a stone, they hoped they 
could literally help rebuild the lives 
of the Nepalese people as well as 
secure the future education of 
generations to come. 

The project was extended to 
schools around the rural Vale, who 
helped to raise further funds for this 
wonderful charity. A huge thank you 
must also go to Cowbridge Rotary, 
Eagleswell Primary, St David’s 
Primary, Llangan Primary, Wick and 
Marcross Primary, St Nicholas 
Primary, Llanfair Primary, Ysgol 
Dewi Sant and lolo Morganwg. 

To date, an amazing £3,000 has 
been raised and it is especially 
fitting, that so many schools have 
been able to work together to rebuild 
educational establishments. If you 
are interested in finding out more 
about Aid for Nepali Children visit 
their website at 

www.aidfornepalichildren.org.uk/. 


Barry born author’s 
Christmas novellas 
have been released 



Author Jill Barry. 


BARRY-born 
author Jill Barry 
has two Christmas 
novellas available 
for digital 
download. 

Endeavour Press 
commissioned her to 
write a foodie themed 
festive story and Crazy 
Days of Christmas stars 
charismatic cooks, 
‘Lucy’ and co-chef 
‘James’. 

And Christmas in the 
Country takes readers 
back to the Roaring 
Twenties, one of her 
favourite eras. 

Jill said: “Thoroughly 
modem Annabel 
dislikes what she’s 
heard about Viscount 
Lassiter, a last-minute 
house-guest at the 
family celebration, and 
is determined to shun 
him. If readers are fans 
of Downton Abbey, they 
should enjoy Christmas 
with the Crawford 
clan.” 

The GEM featured 


Jill (real name Sandra 
Mackness) earlier this 
year when she topped 
the Amazon Kindle 
contemporary romance 
novel list. 


Readers can find her 
Christmas novellas by 
going to Amazon and 
putting in the name ‘Jill 
Barry’ and the title of 
the novella. 

Jill grew up in 
Barry - her father 
owned The Corner 
Garage on the current 
Kwit Lit site (just off 
Gladstone Road 
roundabout). She 
developed her love of 
stories and literature 
during her visits to the 
town’s library when she 
was young 

She wrote the two 
novellas during the 
summer and helped 
create the right mood by 
listening to carols while 
writing! 

She curently lives in 
Ammanford, but will be 
a little closer to her 
Barry roots when she 
moves to the Newport 
area soon. 


Cowbridge Choral Society 

ON December 5 at 6.30pm Cowbridge Choral 
Society will present their Christmas Celebration 
concert in Holy Cross Church, Cowbridge. 

Tickets from WG Davies, 38 High Street 
Cowbridge; choral society members, or on the door. 
There will be music old and new and guest 
performers Old Spice, Vanessa John Hall, and the 
children from Wick and Marcross CAV Primary 
School. 

New members always welcome; rehearsals take 
place in United Tree Church on Westgate Street 
every Thursday at 7.30pm. 

Christmas Extravaganza 

NANTYMOEL Community Association is 
holding a fair on Sunday, December 6 10am - 
2pm, at Ogmore Valley Life Centre. 

There will be stalls from local businesses, crafts, 
pre-loved books and DVDs; raffle, refreshments, 
and more! There will also be festive music from 
Ogmore Valley Silver Band. Entry is free! 

Stalls still available - to book or for further 
information, contact ogmorevalley@outlook.com or 
on the coffee shop number 01656 840080. 


CAROLS AT ST DONATS CHURCH 



ST DONATS Church held their early carol service before the end of Atlantic College term, when everyone 
enjoyed music and readings by staff and students from many different countries and beautiful, 
unaccompanied singing by the AC Acapella Group and St Donats children. A collection was made for 
Medecins Sans Frontieres. 


WI group sees book of condolence 



RECENTLY, the 
Llanblethian WI 
had a special VIP 
tour to celebrate 


JOINT CAPTAINS’ DRIVE 
NETS £948 FOR RNIB 


the movement’s 
centenary. 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
explained: “Lor the past 
100 years, the WI has 
provided women with 
educational opportunities 
and the chance to 
campaign on issues that 
matter to them. I was 
delighted to welcome 
them to the Senedd.” 

CAROLS AT 
ST ILLTYD’S 
FRIENDS of 
Tenovus are 

holding their 
Lovelight Carol 
Service at St 
Illtyd’s Church, 
Llantwit Major on 
Tuesday, December 
15 at 7.30pm. All 
welcome. 


GROVE Golf Club’s 
presentation night was held on 
November 27: Club captain Neil 
Summers and Ladies’ captain, 
Vicky Ford, combined their 
fundraising efforts during the 
year toward one charity which 
they agreed would be the RNIB 
Cymru (Royal National Institute 
for the Blind in Wales). 

During the course of the presentation 
evening, a cheque for £9484.40 was 
accepted on behalf of the charity by 
Carol Mckinlay, the area fundraising 
manager at RNIB Cymru. 

The donation was made possible by 
events held throughout the year, 
including the Porthcawl Christmas 
morning swim, raffles, a ladies’ Ascot 
day held at The Grove, and a very 
successful joint captains’ charity day. 

The RNIB Cymru supports people 
with sight loss in Wales, and Neil and 
Vicky said they were “very grateful” for 
all the donations and support for their 
efforts to raise such a large amount for 
this worthwhile cause. 
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Talented pupils’ mosaic artwork goes on show 


PUPILS, staff and parents of 
Colcot Primary School are 
delighted with the new mosaic 
mural that has been completed 
this term. 

Pupils were asked to base their 
drawings on their 10 school 
values, and artist Kate Derbyshire 
worked with them, using their 
drawings to design a spectacular 
mural for the playground wall. 
Every pupil had the opportunity 


to work with Kate on various 
stages of the artwork. 

The younger pupils made clay 
hand prints and decorated them; 
the older pupils worked with the 
coloured tiles to make the mosaic 
featuring the ten values. 

The colours chosen in the art 
work are bright and bold and 
bring sunshine to the playground 
even on a wet, grey day! 

ME 


Honesty 


Black dogs were 
looking for love 
on Black Friday 


\j^J 


ON Black Friday, there was no ^retail 
therapy^ for residents at Dogs Trust 
Bridgend - but the rehoming centre is 
taking the opportunity to celebrate three 
black dog residents in the hope that it will 
help them to find loving new homes. 

Lola, Seren and Jet are all looking for homes, and 
staff were hoping Black Friday would prove lucky for 
the trio. 

Supporter Relations Officer, Linda Feagan 
explained: “We thought it would be the perfect 
opportunity to celebrate the wonderful black dogs in 
our care! They are all such superb characters and 
they really deserve to find a loving new home - we 
thought if any day would be lucky for them, then 
surely it’s Black Friday!” 

Call Dogs Trust on 0300 303 0292 or visit 
www.dogstrust.org .uk. 


PC’s arresting 

award for fighting 
wildlife crime 


ABOVE PC Mark Goulding with Chief Constable Simon Prince and 
Sarah Goddard from WWF-UK. Photo by G Shorrock, RSPB. 


PC MARK 
GOULDING of 
South Wales Police, 
currently on 
secondment to 
Natural Resources 
Wales, has won the 
WWF-Sponsored 
Wildlife Law 
Enforcer of the 
Year Award 2015 
for tackling fishing 
poaching and 
raising awareness 
among partner 
agencies. 

He received his award 
from Sarah Goddard, 
Species Policy Officer at 
WWF-UK, and Chief 
Constable Simon Prince 
of Dyfed-Powys Police 
at the National Wildlife 
Crime Enforcers 
Conference at 
Leamington Spa. Law 
enforcers, statutory 


Barry at War 
Christmas 
crafts fair 

THERE will be a fair 
at Barry Island 
Station on Sunday, 
December 13 from 
11am - 3pm, with 
handmade cards and 
gifts made by local 
crofters. 

The Barry War 
Museum and Railway 
Cafe will be open and 
the tourist railway 
Santa Specials will 
also be running. 


agencies and NGOs had breeding population of 
gathered to hear about wild boar following a 
successes and challenges commercial burglary. 


in combating wildlife 
crime in the UK. 

PC Goulding, who 
developed the River Taff 
Project with colleagues 
from Natural Resources 


PC Goulding has 
recently taken on the 
responsibility of being 
the historic and ancient 
monument crime single 
point of contact for 


Wales, has helped reduce South Wales Police and 


poaching on the river 
between Cardiff and 
Merthyr Tydfil, and a 
number of prosecutions 
are currently ongoing, 
thanks to his work. 

Also thanks to his 
work, three men were 
prosecuted for releasing 
into the wild a viable 


reports to the force’s 
Assistant Chief 
Constable. 

He has recovered a 
fossil from a historical 
theft on a site of special 
scientific interest in mid 
Wales and is currently 
working on a case of 
damage in the Gower. 


Age Connects in a 
call for volunteers 

AGE CONNECTS accompany an older 
Cardiff and the Vale person to a lunch group, 
of Glamorgan is out for a cup of tea, or 
appealing for simply a stroll around the 

volunteers to continue shops, 
the success of a ‘Let’s “If anyone has an hour 
Get Out’ project and or so a week to help, 
reach out to more ploase get in touch.” 
elderly people I^I^’ has lived in 

The service’aims to ^arry for many years, 
reduce loneliness, ^ound the project a great 
isolation and improve I^flp after she broke her 
wellbeing, but needs ftip- 
more volunteers. Having been 

Vale co-ordinator previously quite 

Samantha Jones said: independent, she found 
“We are finding a real the weekly walk to her 
need for this kind of local shops 

service in and around overwhelming, to the 
Barry; sadly, at the point where she couldn’t 
moment we do not have leave the house alone, 
the volunteer resources Contact Samantha on 
to help everyone who 07584 346014 for more 
needs it. We are looking information, or if you 
for volunteers to would like to help out. 


HoddI 


ines<; 


Go to the The GEM for the latest stories 
and breaking news... 

www.barry-today.co.uk/ 
www.cowbridge-today.co.uk/ www.llantwit- 
major-today.co.ul^ www.bridgend- 
today.co.uk/www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 
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Use your Welsh around Bridgend county! 


MENTER Bro Ogwr promotes and 
furthers the use of the Welsh language in 
Bridgend county. The intention is to raise 
the profile of the Welsh language in the 
county by increasing the opportunities for 
residents to use the language in a variety 
of fields. This is what’s going on this 
month: 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

Monday: Porthcawl Coffee morning for Welsh 
learners and speakers, YMCA Porthcawl, 11am- 
12am; Science Club for Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg y 
Perch o’r Sger pupils, lunchtime, free; Arts and 
Crafts Club for Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Bro Ogwr 
pupils, 3.30pm^.30pm, £1 a session. 

Tuesday: Bridgend coffee morning for Welsh 
learners and speakers, Ty Coffi Bridgend, 10am- 
11am; Animation Club for Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg 
Cwm Garw pupils, lunchtime, free. 

Wednesday: DJ lessons club, Ysgol Gyfun 
Gymraeg Llangynwyd, lunchtime; Art Club for 
Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg y Perch o’r Sger pupils, 
lunchtime, free; Youth Club, Bridgend YMCA, 6pm- 
8pm, £1 a session. 

Thursday: Playground Games Club for Ysgol 
Gynradd Gymraeg Cynwyd Sant pupils, lunchtime, 
free; Siop Siarad, Siop Yr Hen Bont, Bridgend - a 
chance for Welsh learners to ask questions and 
practice their Welsh with other learners. Every 
Thursday, Group 1: 12.45pm-1.30pm, Practicing 
Mynediad and Sylfaen patterns; Group 2: 1.30pm- 
2.15pm Start chatting in Welsh; Group 3: 2.15pm- 
3pm. Por those who can hold a conversation in 
Welsh. 

Dydd Gwener: Youth Club, Ysgol Gyfun 
Gymraeg Llangynwyd, lunchtime. 

For more information, contact Menter Bro Ogwr 


01656 732200, menter@broogwr.org, 07774 

032624. Follow us on Facebook a Twitter for all the 
latest news. 

Defnyddiwch eich 
Cymraeg 
ym Mhen-y-bont 
ar Ogwr! 

MAE Menter Bro Ogwr yn hybu ac yn 
hyrwyddo^r defnydd o^r iaith Gymraeg yn 
sir Pen-y-bont ar Ogwr. Bwriad y Fenter yw 
codi proffil yr iaith Gymraeg yn y sir gan 
gynyddu cyfleoedd trigolion o bob oedran 
ddefnyddio’r iaith mewn amrywiaeth o 
feysydd. Dyma beth sy^n digwydd gyda ni 
mis yma: 

Digwyddiadau wythnosol: 

Dydd Llun: Bore Coffi Porthcawl i ddysgwyr a 
Chymry Cymraeg, YMCA Porthcawl, ll-12yp; clwb 
Gwyddoniaeth i blant Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg y 
Ferch o ’r Sger, amser cinio, am ddim; Clwb Celf a 
Chrefft i blant Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Bro Ogwr, 
3.30pm-^.30pm, £1 y sesiwn. 

Dydd Mawrth: Bore Coffi Pen-y-bont i ddysgwyr 
a Chymry Cymraeg, Coffi Ty Coffi Pen-y-bont, 10- 
llyb; Clwb Animeiddio i blant Ysgol Gynradd 
Gymraeg Cwm Garw, amser cinio, am ddim. 

Dydd Mercher: Clwb Gwersi DJ, Ysgol Gyfun 
Gymraeg Llangynwyd, amser cinio; Clwb Celf i 
blant Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg y Ferch o’r Sger, 
amser cinio, am ddim; Clwb leuenctid, YMCA Pen- 
y-bont, 6-8yh, £1 y sesiwn. 

Dydd lau: Clwb Gemau iard i blant Ysgol 


Gynradd Gymraeg Cynwyd Sant, amser cinio, am 
ddim; Siop Siarad, Siop Yr Hen Bont, Pen-y-bont, 
Cyfle i ddysgwyr holi cwestiynau, ymarfer a gloywi 
eu Cymraeg, ynghyd a dysgwyr o’r un lefel. Pob 
Dydd lau Grwp 1: 12.45pm-l.30pm. Ymarfer 
patrymau iaith lefelau Mynediad a Sylfaen; Grwp 2: 
1.30pm-2.15pm. Dechrau sgwrsio yn Gymraeg; 
Grwp 3:2.15pm-3pm. 1 bobl sy’n gallu cynnal sgwrs 
Gymraeg. 

Dydd Gwener: Clwb ieuenctid, Ysgol Gyfun 
Gymraeg Llangynwyd, amser cinio. 

Am ragor ofanylion cysylltwch a ni! Menter Bro 
Ogwr 01656 732200; menter@broogwr.org; 07774 
032624. Dilynwch ni ar Facebook a Twitter am y 
newyddion diweddaraf! 

Menter Bro Ogwr annual 
general meeting 2015 

ARE you passionate about the Welsh 
language? Would you like to play a role in 
the developments of the language in 
Bridgend county? We need you! 

Menter Bro Ogwr promotes and furthers the use 
of the Welsh language by co-operating with 
associations, societies, businesses, learners and 
schools. The initiative’s intention is to raise the 
profile of the Welsh language in the county by 
increasing the opportunities for residents to use the 
language in a variety of fields. 

Menter Bro Ogwr was established in 1993 by a 
few enthusiasts who wanted to ensure that the Welsh 
language had a voice in the county. The intention of 
the initiative was to raise the profile of the language 
in Bro Ogwr by offering opportunities for people to 
use Welsh in addition to fostering confidence and 
increasing the number of new Welsh speakers. 

Menter Bro Ogwr’s annual meeting is being held 
this Thursday (December 3) in The Parmers, 


Nottage, Porthcawl at 7pm. 

You are welcome to join us to hear about Menter 
Bro Ogwr’s work over the last year. Menter Bro 
Ogwr is also looking for new members for our 
management committee and this meeting is your 
opportunity to be elected. Join us and let’s see the 
Welsh language thriving in Bro Ogwr! 

AJE 

Cyfarfod Blynyddol 
Menter Bro Ogwr 2015 

YDYCH chVn teimWn angerddol dros yr 
iaith Gymraeg? Hoffech chi chwarae rhan 
yn natblygiadau^r Gymraeg yn sir Pen-y- 
bont ar Ogwr? ^Dyn ni eich angen chi! 

Mae Menter Bro Ogwr yn hybu ac yn hyrwyddo ’r 
iaith Gymraeg drwy gydweithio a mudiadau, 
cymdeithasau, busnesau, dysgwyr ac ysgolion. 
Bwriad y Fenter yw codi proffil yr iaith Gymraeg yn 
y sir gan gynyddu cyfleoedd trigolion o bob oedran 
i ddefnyddio’r Gymraeg mewn amrywiaeth o 
feysydd. 

Sefydlwyd Menter Bro Ogwr yn Hydref 1993 gan 
griw o wirfoddolwyr oedd eisiau sicrhau llais Vr 
iaith Gymraeg. Nod y Fenter oedd codi proffil yr 
iaith ym Mro Ogwr drwy gynnig cyfleoedd i bobl 
ddefnyddio'r Gymraeg yn ogystal a magu hyder a 
chynyddu'r nifer o siaradwyr Cymraeg newydd. 

Bydd Cyfarfod Blynyddol Menter Bro Ogwr yn 
cael eio gynnal ar nos lau, Ragfyr 3 yn The 
Farmers, Notais, Porthcawl am 7yh. 

Dyma gyfle i chi glywed am waith y Fenter dros y 
flwyddyn diwethaf. Rydym hefyd yn edrych am 
aelodau newydd ar gyfer ein pwyllgor rheoli ac 
mae’r cyfarfod yma’n gyfle i chi gael eich ethol. 
Ymunwch a ni er mwyn gweld y Gymraeg yn flynnu 
ym Mro Ogwr! AJE 


WHY OWNER LEFT PET 
WITH THE DOGS TRUST... 


‘He won’t fit in 
my handbag’ 


DOGS TRUST, 
which has a 
rehoming centre in 
Bridgend, has 
teamed up with 
some famous faces 
to launch‘A Dog is 
For Life, Not Just 
For Christmas’, 
following a year of 
ludicrous excuses by 
owners when giving 
up their pets. 

Staff at Dogs Trust 
Bridgend were taken 
aback to hear a member 
of the public say they no 
longer wanted their dog 
because they didn’t thi nk 
it was a pedigree! 


The line-up of 
celebrity dog lovers 
includes Sky News’s 
Eamonn Holmes, 

Sherlock’s Amanda 
Abbington, Great British 
Bake Offs Mel Giedroyc 
and comedian Jon 
Richardson, whose 
shocked reactions were 
captured as they read out 
the farcical and 
sometimes bizarre 
excuses given by 
members of the public 
who no longer want their 
dogs. 

The charity’s staff 
have recorded the most 
preposterous excuses 
heard over the last 12 
months. 


New integrated 
transport plan 
could transform 


Wales’ 

AN ambitious plan 
for a Metro 
integrated transport 
system in south 
Wales took a step 
forwards this week 
when the First 
Minister launched a 
campaign to raise 
awareness. 

The scheme is 
expected to see a 
substantial increase in 
speed and frequency of 
public transport, using a 
combination of heavy 
rail, light rail and bus 
rapid transit, as well as 
other infrastructure 
improvements and 
integrated ticketing. 

Carwyn Jones AM 
said he was delighted 


future 

with the response from 
industry: “The Metro 
project represents the 
future of public transport 
in south-east Wales and 
will provide faster 
journey times and more 
frequent services 

covering a greater area. 
It is an ambitious project 
linking people and jobs 
across south Wales in a 
fast, efficient and 
environmentally positive 
way. 

“The Metro is far more 
than just a transport 
project. It will be a 
catalyst for transforming 
the economic and social 
prospects of south-east 
Wales and the country as 
a whole,” he predicted. 


These included: “He’s 
too perfect;” “the fence 
was hit by lightning so 
we took it as a sign that 
we shouldn’t have a 
dog;” “he chewed my 
model helicopter;” “he 
kept chewing the 
grandchildren’s 
nappies;” “all he does is 
sleep;” “he doesn’t 
bark;” “he looked 
different after we walked 
him in the rain;” “he 
won’t fit in my handbag 
or wear the clothes I 
bought him.” 

Dogs Trust Bridgend, 
Supporter Relations 
Officer, Linda Eeagan 
explained: “Sadly, there 
are many understandable 
reasons why people have 
to give up their dogs and 
we appreciate that 
circumstances can 
change beyond their 
control. However we 
cannot fathom that dogs 
should lose their security, 
comfort and home for 
such reasons they as “ate 
the banoffee pie” or “sat 
in front of the TV when 
the football was on.” 

IN BRIEF 

Advice surgery 

DYLAN ward 

councillors Claire 
Curtis and Anthony 
Powell will hold an 
advice surgery on 
Saturday, December 5 
at Buttrills Community 
Centre on North Walk, 
Barry from 10am to 
11am. No appointment 
is necessary. 

Nazareth fair 

THE Nazareth Baptist 
Chapel, Bryncethin, 
holds its Christmas fair 
on Saturday, December 

5. 


Primary pupils get a special 
visit from musical Santas! 



Lloyd Pearce (trombone), Corey Morris (trumpet), with Debbie 
Roblin from Western Power Distribution. Photo by Patrick Olner. 


PUPILS REPORT ON THEIR 
PROGRESS TO PARENTS... 


BARRY 
Comprehensive 
School’s year-7 
students welcomed 
their 
parents/guardians 
and families to a 
recent pupil 

progress 
presentation 
evening. 

They gave 

presentations to 

demonstrate the progress 
made since joining the 
school in September, 
focusing on English, 
maths and a subject of 
their choice. 

As part of a 
school/home partnership, 
parents were asked to 
note targets for 
improvement and 

support materials were 
available to make sure 
the whole family can 



join-in and make the 
most of the learning 
opportunities available. 

David Williams, 
senior learning mentor 
for year -7 said: “It was a 
delight to see so many 


parents involve 

themselves in the pupil 
progress evening. 

Hopefully, we can 
continue to work 
together to improve the 
learning of all pupils.” 


PICTURED 

ABOVE: 

Year-7 students at the 
comprehensive report 
on their progress to 
their mums and dads... 


OAK Field primary 
school pupils had a 
special visit from 
musicians and 

puppeteers from the 
Royal Welsh College 
of Music & Drama, 
Cardiff, who will be 
welcoming the 

children at the college 
to see Santa^s Stressful 
Day. 

Poor Santa! IPs the 
day before Christmas 
Eve; the reindeer have 
all got terrible colds 
and might not be able 
to pull the sleigh. 

So a very stressed- 
out Santa heads out 
around the world to try 
and find some other 
animals who could do 
the job instead. 

He has just one day 
to find substitutes, or 
the world's children 
won't get their 
presents... 

The college and 
Western Power are 
sponsoring the 

production. ND 
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Two momentous events that marked December 1915 


Amid the carnage, poppies become 

immortalised on Flanders Field by Ceri Joseph 



TWO significant, 
yet initially 
unrelated events 
took place in 
December 1915, 
which were to 
prove influential in 
the years to come. 

Douglas Haig 
replaced Sir John French 
as Commander in Chief 
of the British Army and 
John McCrae’s poem 
‘On Flanders Field’ was 
published, anonymously, 
in Punch magazine on 
December 8. 

Lt Col John McCrae, 
a Canadian doctor, had 
been inspired by the 
appearance of poppies 
growing in the 
battlefield, after losing a 
friend at Ypres in the 
spring of 1915. 

Douglas Haig, who 
had distinguished 
himself as Commander 
of the 1st Corps of the 
BEF at Mons and Ypres, 
became Supreme 
Commander of the 
British Army on 
December 16. 

Evidence suggests 
that he played an active 
role in French’s 
downfall, informing 
King George V that he 
had little confidence in 
Sir .John French’s 
command, but that he, 
Haig, “would be willing 
to do his duty in any 
capacity.” 

Consequently Haig 
himself would be 
remembered for the 
carnage of ‘The Somme’ 
the following year, for 
which his lack of tactical 
awareness would be 
nationally criticised . 

Conversely, the poppy 
immortalised in the 
poem ‘On Flanders 
Field’ would become 
synonymous with the 
fallen. Not just with 
World War 1 casualties, 
but eventually adopted 
as a symbol of 
Remembrance for all 
British military 
engagements. 

The Royal British 
Legion formed in 1921 
raised over £106,000 
from the first ever 
‘Poppy Appeal.’ A 
French lady, Anna 
Guerin had bought the 


nine million poppies 
sold in Britain, but in 
1922 Major George 
Howson set up the 
Poppy Factory to 
employ disabled ex- 
Servicemen. 

Interestingly, demand 
for poppies was so high 
in Britain in the ensuing 
years that Douglas 
Haig’s wife established 
the Lady Haig Poppy 
Lactory in Edinburgh in 
1926. 

Porthcawl’s branch of 
the Royal British Legion 
was formed in 1924, 
evolving out of the local 
organisation Comrades 
of the Great War. 

The Gallipoli 
campaign resulted in 
250,000 Allied 
casualties. December 11 
witnessed the final 
withdrawal of the 
severely depleted 53rd 
Welsh Division from 
Gallipoli to Alexandria, 
where in the New Year 
they would be involved 
in military action 
defending Serbia and 
Greece against the 
Bulgarians. 

However, prior to the 
Welsh arriving, one 
Porthcawlian had 
already seen action at 
Salonika in the Battle of 
Kosturino. Prior to 
landing on Salonika, 

2nd Lieutenant Charles 
Alan Smith Morris, 
Clevis House, Newton, 
Porthcawl had already 
seen active service, 
being wounded in his 
right knee at the Battle 
of Neuve Chapelle the 
previous March 1915. 

On November 18, 
1915 2nd Lt Morris, one 
of a 350-strong 
Bedfordshire Regiment 
contingent, landed at 
Salonika attached to the 
5th Royal Irish Lusiliers, 
whose number had been 
depleted to 280 due to 
their involvement in the 
Gallipoli Campaign. 

As part of the 
restructuring, the 20- 
year-old 2nd Lt Morris 
found himself in 
command of a company, 
despite having only seen 
around 24 hours of 
service on a front line by 
that time. 

He kept a diary in 
which he describes his 


time at ‘Rocky Peak’, 
which would eventually 
become part of what 
became known as the 
Battle of Kosturino 
between the forces of 
Bulgaria and Great 
Britain. 

Morris wrote on 
December 3,1915: 
‘When we got to the 
Regiment, (November 
28) we had a very thin 
time, no tents, huts or 
billets, but just a bivouac 
where you were out in 
the open. It was 
freezing hard at night 
then, the men had 
nothing, except one 
blanket and a waterproof 
sheet. 

‘The next night it 
rained, and we all got 
very wet, as there is no 
cover and nowhere to 
dry anything.’ He 
continued: ‘The next 
night it got much colder 
and snowed, and all the 
next day, ending up with 
about four inches of 
snow on the ground.’ 

Lt Morris then 
explains how the 
Company Commander 
went sick with jaundice 
and he had to take 
command. After four 
days, the company 
ended up further up the 
line on a rocky peak. 

The blizzards that 
welcomed December 
took their toll on his 
men. Many went down 
with frostbite, lost their 
toes, all of which 
weakened the regiment. 

However, it did not 
weaken Morris’s resolve. 
Describing their position 
as 4,000 foot up in the 
mountains, with no 
roads and deserted 
villages, Morris relates 
how - ‘The Bulgars 
don’t seem a bit keen on 
fighting and a lot of 
them have been giving 
themselves up.’ 

Yet on December 7, 

Lt Morris led an assault 
on the ‘Bulgars’ 
stronghold as the fog 
descended. According 
to dispatches, Morris got 
shot in the right shoulder 
and ‘vanished in the 
fog.’ 

In his diary, he 
describes how he had to 
walk a few miles to the 
nearest dressing station 



Lt Col John McCrae. 

before being transferred 
onto a hospital ship, 
bound for England. 

Major Charles Alan 
Smith Morris, as he is 
later to be addressed, 
sadly did not survive the 
war. His story, which 
was related in April’s 
issue, stated that he died 
on May 7, 1917, near 
Arras. 

Meanwhile, back in 
Porthcawl on the second 
week in December, 124 
men enlisted into the 
services at the 
Esplanade; and the first 
meeting took place of 
the Porthcawl branch of 
the Glamorgan Voluntary 
Training Corps. 

The need to play their 
part in the war was 
keenly felt among those 
outside enlisting age, or 
those with genuine 
reasons unable to join 
the regular army. 

The scheme was 
viewed more as a home 
defence organisation 
against a German 
invasion. Nationally, the 
Volunteer Training 
Corps was suspended in 
December 1918. It was 
officially disbanded in 
January 1920, with the 
exception of the 
Volunteer Motor Corps, 
which was retained until 
April 1921 in case of 
civil disorder. The idea 
would emerge again as 
the Home Guard in 
World War 2. 

Amid a time of fear 
and heartache, the 
Christmas spirit still 
endured. In response to 
a national request for 



Lt CAS Morris. 


footballs for the front, 
the Rev DG Samuel, the 
newly-appointed curate 
to the parish, presented 
one to the 23rd Pioneer 
Battalion, stationed at 
the town. 

Lurther, Christmas 
dinner for the 150 
wounded men of the 
Welsh Regiment 
Danygraig camp was 
served at 1pm at the 
Porthcawl Hotel, and 
was paid for and 
provided by the 
management of the 
Porthcawl Coliseum (the 
Spar today). 

A thousand cigarettes 
were also supplied by 
the children of the 
Porthcawl Council 
Schools, who had 
trawled the town during 
the month, collecting 
their gift. 

The 90 wounded 
soldiers at ‘The Rest’ 
were also treated to a 
Christmas dinner at 5pm 
and an evening of 
entertainment; but they 
enjoyed the fruit and 
sweets provided by the 
children of Porthcawl’s 
private schools. 

The month ended with 
the news that, on 
December 28, the British 
Government had agreed 
to introduce compulsory 
military service, with 
single men to be 
conscripted before 
married ones. 

The Military Services 
Act was passed in 
January 1916; and came 
into force in March, that 
same year. 

CERI JOSEPH 
Porthcawl Museu 




Go to the The GEM for the latest 
stories and breaking news... 

www.bariry-today.co.uk/ www.cowbridge- 
today.co.uk/ www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
www.bridgend-today.co.uk/ 
www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 
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SMALL BUSINESS fU 

fnp intAl 

SMALL BUSINESS 

SATURDAY 


SATURDAY- 

5'‘'UtCfc«tK . , 


DECEMBER 


Stay up to date with all the latest offers 
from businesses in and around your area 
by reading The GEM every week! 


Sully Christmas Markets 

at Sully Sports & Social Club. South Road. : 
Sully. Vale of Glamorgan CF64 5SP 


10am to 4pm 

Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th December 
Saturday 12th & Sunday 13th December 
Saturday 19th & Sunday 20th December 

|Come and enjoy our Christmas Markets!^ 

Catvery on Sundays from 12 noon to 3pm 
Festive Children’s Workshops on Saturdays from | 
10am to 12 noon • Craft & Gift Stalls • Farmers’ 
Market Stalls •Food Stalls 


For more details: www.sullysportsclub.com 
www.facebook.com/SultySportsandSocialClub 
www.facebook.com/SullyCarBootSalc _ 




‘LET’S GET OUT AND SHOP LOCALLY,’ CALL 

Support the ‘lifeblood 
of local communities’ on 
Small Business Saturday 


R etailers 

and local 
politicians 
are urging people in 
general to support 
‘Small Business 
Saturday’ by 
getting out and 
shopping at local, 
independent 
businesses on 
December 5. 

Small Business 
Saturday UK is a 
grassroots, non¬ 
commercial campaign, 
which highlights small 
business success and 
encourages consumers 
to ‘shop local’ and 
support small businesses 
in their communities. 

The day itself takes 
place on the first 
shopping Saturday in 
December each year, but 
the campaign aims to 
have a lasting impact on 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 

AUTOCENTRE 


NOWOFFBUNG 

CAR MOTS 

"£ 24.99 

• Delphi Service Centre 
' Modern Diesel Specialist 


small businesses. 

Described as the 
“lifeblood of the 
economy, it was 
revealed this week by 
Welsh Government 
statisticians that there 
have been 13,735 new 
start-ups since 2011. 

Economy Minister 
Edwina Hart AM 
said: “Over 99 per cent 
(almost 218,000) of 
businesses in Wales are 
Small and Medium-size 
Enterprises (SMEs), and 
these employ 60 per 
cent of the people 
working in the private 
sector. 

“Small Business 
Saturday is an 
opportunity to recognise 
the role of entrepreneurs 
and small businesses in 
building a strong 
economy, encouraging 
growth and creating 
jobs.” 

Small Business 
Saturday UK’s website 
at the moment features 
100 small businesses, 
and a glance at this 
(https ://www.smallbusin 
esssaturdayuk.com) only 
goes to show how many 


bright ideas are out there 
- ideas that add to the 
variety of life, and 
which may well grow 
into something much 
bigger. 

With the number 100 
in mind. Vale MP Alun 
Cairns set out to visit 
traders in Barry, 
Llantwit, Cowbridge 
and Dinas Powys to 
encourage shoppers to 
use their local shops on 
what will be one of the 
busiest shopping days of 
the year. 

He said: “Small 
businesses are a vital 
part of the Vale. The 
first Small Business 
Saturday took place in 
2013, since then 
businesses in Barry and 
across the Vale have 
benefitted from 
recognition of the 
contribution they make 
to our towns and 
villages. 

“It is a real shot in the 
arm for smaller, 
independent traders to 
welcome local 
customers.” 

There was also 
support from the Vale 


AM, Jane Hutt, who 
said: “I am proud to 
support Small Business 
Saturday and will be 
doing my Christmas 
shopping on the great 
Barry High street! 

“Small Business 
Saturday encourages 
consumers to ‘shop 
local’ and this chimes 
with the work that the 
Welsh Government is 
doing through its own 
‘support your high street 
campaign’ and rate relief 
scheme.” 

The leader of the 
Welsh Conservatives, 
Andrew RT Davies AM, 
is encouraging residents 
across the Vale to 
support their local high 
streets and businesses on 
Saturday. 

He said: “ Napoleon 


once described the UK 
as a nation of 
shopkeepers, and that’s 
certainly true in the 
Vale, where small 
businesses make a huge 
contribution to the local 
economy. 

“Our small businesses 
are the lifeblood of our 
local communities and 
where possible we must 
do all we can to support 
them. 

“As a regular user of 
the high streets in 
Cowbridge and the rest 
of the Vale, I would urge 
people to shop local and 
take the time to visit 
your high street and 
offer your support.” 

(SEE FACING 
PAGE) 



Motorcycle & Quad MoT Station 


0144G 790100 llantwitmajorautocentre.com 

Old Market Place, East Street, Llantwit Major 
Based in the town centre situated behind The White Lion Pub 
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5 Island Road (off High St.), 
Barry CF62 7AR 
Tel: 07590 533507 
facebook.com/homemadewales 


Spoilt for Choice 

Stockists of thildren's 


€lothing 0-14 years 

Ralph Lauren Echo DKNY 
Six Bunnies Disney & much more... 


Fabulous Christmas outfits 
& warm coats for Winter. 

New stock arriving daily! 




73 High Street, Barry, 


H^^Vale of Glamorgan CF62 7DW. 
www.spoiltforchoiceclothing.co.uk 
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Celebrate entrepreneurial 
spirit...and use it or lose it!’ 

Small businesses 
can only thrive 
with our local 
public’s support 


by local business owner 

FAY BLAKELEY 


S MALL businesses are vital to local communities - 
they’re often the springboard for independent 
entrepreneurs and bring diversity to the High Street. 
Britain is rightly known throughout the world for its creativity, and 
small businesses are a breeding ground for creative ideas. 

We should all support them. 

In today's economy it’s a ‘use it or lose it’ situation. Small businesses 
can only thrive in the communities they serve if those communities 
value them and get behind them. 

A day like Small Business Saturday is not only a celebration of 
entrepreneurial spirit, it’s a great reminder to us all of the value of the 
businesses on our doorsteps. 
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Support 

LCwal 

Businesses 


SMALL BUSINESS 

SATURDAY 


S'’’ DECEMBER 


‘Lights put town on 
map ready for Small 
Business Saturday’ 


S ATURDAY 
night’s Holton 
Road 

Christmas lights 
show was another 
example of Barry 
putting itself on the 
map. 

As the local 
councillor, I was proud 
to see King Square 
packed with families 
enjoying themselves at 
the spectacle, watching 
the 3D animation on 
the Town Hall and 
joining in the 
countdown, and that, 
after the awful weather 
all day, the rain stayed 
away at the right time! 

Special thanks go to 
the Vale Council and 
staff, especially town 
centres manager Mari- 
Wyn Elias Jones for 
her hard work 
throughout the year to 
put the event on, and 


the staff of TL 
Computer Systems on 
Holton Road, who 
organised the town 
centre’s Christmas 
market during the day. 

With Small Business 
Saturday coming this 
weekend, why not take 
another look at our 
town centre for your 
presents, and see what 
else you can do to 
make Barry thrive over 
the Christmas period 
and into the New Year? 
Conn Ian Johnson, 
Barry, 

Plaid Cymru - the 
Party of Wales. 



Jfiafi Street 

^ 'BJARRy 

SArtisan Christmas Market 


I ^ —Saturday 5 December loam-jpm 

ThereCatso be (bads of 
handbrafted0ifts & goodies. 

(get your Christmas shopping off 
to affying start! 









Remember the good old fashioned 
carpet fitting days when heipfui & 
friendiy time served tradesmen 
wouid move furniture for you, 
upiift & dispose of your oid carpet 
& put aii the furniture back? 

We do! 

twenty 

flooring.conv®^ 

The flooring company 
that comes to you! 

• Experienced carpet fitters. 

• FREE ESTIMATES 

• We will PRICE MATCH against a 
written quote. 

• Carpet disposal service available 

• Order - to fit usually within 7 days. 

• Choose carpets/laminates, vinyl & wood 
to match existing furnishings & decor. 



M book now for g M 

CHRISTMAS! ^ 


Freephone 

0800 610 2012 

Mobile 07403 310 516 
WWW. twenty 1 2flooring.com 





The pencil case 

HALF PRICE! 

• selected stationery 

• ALL Meri Meri party 
invitations, thank you 
cards, party hats, bags 
& accessories 

• ALL gift boxes 

• ALL Leuchtturm 1917 
iPad & iPhone 5 covers 

• selected ballet wear 

50 Eastgat*. Cowbiidga. 
CF71 TAB 

01446 772210 / 07974 168472 
www.thapancflcaMxo^jk 

saHyOthepencIlcase.cauk 

ThePenolCaseCorrtrldge 


twinkle 



.NOHTIIKItN STAIt 
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FOCUS ON 
DEMENTIA 

‘You find out who your 
friends are...People stop 
inviting you to things’ 


CARERS and 
people living with 
dementia are 
supporting Cardiff 
and Vale University 
Health Board’s 
‘Dementia 
December’, a local 
initiative to raise 
awareness of the 
disease. 

A UHB spokesperson 
reports: The campaign, 
supported by University 
Health Board (UHB) 
staff, aims to improve 
the experiences of 
people with dementia 
and their carers. The 
focus is on giving 
workers the knowledge 
and understanding to 
enhance the service they 
provide, during a 
stressful and confusing 
time for patients. 

Jackie Askey, of 
Llandaff, cared for her 
husband George for 12 
years following his 
diagnosis. He passed 
away in January of this 
year. Jackie praised the 
UHB’s efforts to help 
staff support patients in 
a confident and 
empathetic way. 

She said; “We need 
to help people with 
dementia lead as full a 
life as possible. This is 
a lifeline to the person 
with dementia and a 
lifeline to the carer.” 

Jackie urges health 
workers and people in 
the community to see 
the person beyond the 
dementia: “They still 
have an awful lot to 
give. The dementia is 
only a very small part of 
them and does not make 
the whole person.” 


As part of Dementia 
December, the UHB is 
working with its 
Dementia Champions, 
members of staff 
committed to helping 
dementia patients and 
carers. This includes 
techniques such as using 
simple sentences and 
gaining eye-contact. 

Cardiff and Vale 
UHB has also been 
working in Cardiff and 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
to develop Dementia 
Friendly Communities, 
an Alzheimer’s Society 
scheme designed to 
make communities more 
welcoming and 
inclusive. The UHB has 
collaborated with 
partners such as South 
Wales Fire and Rescue 
Service, City of Cardiff 
Council, the Vale 
Council and third sector 
organisations. 

Cardiff West and 
Barry will celebrate 
working towards their 
Dementia Friendly 
Communities status on 
December 9. The event, 
at Barry Memorial Hall, 
acknowledges the 
ongoing commitment to 
supporting people with 
dementia in the 
community. With the 
number of people with 
dementia in Cardiff and 
the Vale expected to 
increase from 5,000 to 
over 8,000 by 2030, this 
is an important step. 

Sharon Hopkins, 
Director of Public 
Health, welcomed the 
news. She said: “Living 
with dementia can be 
difficult for patients, as 
well as their family, 
friends and carers. It is 


Colitis awareness 
week highlighted 

A WELSH Conservative regional AM, Dr 
Altaf Hussain, is supporting international 
Crohn^s and Colitis Awareness Week 
(December 1 - 7); highlighting the impact 
of living with Crohn^s Disease or ulcerative 
colitis, the two main forms of Inflammatory 
Bowel Disease (IBD). 

These are unpredictable diseases that 
affect more than 300,000 people in the UK 
and approximately 15,000 people in Wales. 


important that UHB 
staff, as well as people 
living and working in 
our communities, take 
small but important 
steps such as speaking 
clearly and listening.” 

With Christmas 
approaching, it is 
important to remember 
that some people may 
be struggling or feeling 
isolated. 

Jackie Askey 
remembers how 
George’s diagnosis 
affected their social life: 
^Youfind out who your 
friends are... People 
stop inviting you to 
things.’’^ 

Staff across the UHB 
will be working together 
during Dementia 
December and in the 
future, to ensure that 
people like Jackie and 
George are supported, 
during the festive period 
and beyond. 


‘More clarity needed 
on the Metro scheme’ 

AS the Welsh Government published its 
proposals for the south Wales Metro 
project this week, leader of the Welsh 
Conservatives and South Wales Central 
AM, Andrew RT Davies, commented: 
“The Metro must be more than just 
colourful lines on a publicity campaign’s 
map. 

“We need further clarity on how the scheme will 
work in practice and how gaps in service 
throughout the Vale of Glamorgan will be filled. 

“We need more leadership on the introduction of 
a Metro system if its benefits are ever to be fully 
realised for residents in the Vale,” he said. 


PACT 

meetings 

STANWELLPACT on 

Friday, December 4 at 
Fifed Avenue Church at 
5pm. 

DYFAN PACT on 

Sunday, December 6 at 
Highlight Park 
Community Centre at 
7.30pm. 

BARUC PACT on 

Monday, December 7 at 
St Barucs Church, 

Phyllis Street, Barry 
Island at 6.30pm. 

ILLTYD PACT on 
Thursday, December 10 
at Aberthaw House 
Hotel, Porthkerry Road, 
Barry at 3pm. 

SULLY PACT on 
Thursday, December 10 
at the Cricket Pavilion, 
Burnham Avenue Sully at 
6.30pm.. 


Penarth 
Local History 
Society 

THERE is a change of 
speaker for the 
December 10 meeting - 
the speaker will now be 
Ron Powell,talking 
about ‘Shropshire to 
the Ealklands’, at All 
Saints’ lesser church 
hall, Penarth at 
7.30pm. Everyone is 
welcome. 

Festive walks 
RAMBLERS CYMRU 
groups will be leading 
free walks from 
December 19 until 
January 3, from short 
festive strolls to 
heartier rambles to 
kick-start New Year 
resolutions! 

Ramblers Cymru 
director Angela 
Charleton said: “Winter 
is one of the best times 
to go out for a walk in 
Wales.” 

For further 
information, visit 
WWW. ramblers .org .uk/wi 
nterwalks. 


Rugby boys 
pitch in to 
help refugees 



OPERATION Christmas Child received a boost 
from members of the academy section at Cardiff 
Blues, who went to the warehouse in Llandow to 
help load a container lorry, which is now on its 
way to Kyrgyzstan, Romania and to refugee 
camps in Europe. 


‘Follow Parc 
model for 
prison visits’ 

- REPORT URGES 


PRISON visit rules 
risk keeping 
thousands of 
families apart, the 
Barnardo’s charity 
has warned. 

Prisons should adopt 
the HMP Parc Bridgend 
model, and view visits as 
a family intervention, 
rather than a security 
risk, it maintains in a 
report this week. 

“The prison system in 
Wales and England is 
jeopardising thousands 
of children’s rights to 
see their dads, and 
family visits should not 
be used to discipline 
prisoners,” it states. 

Over 17,000 children 
visit prisons each month, 
Barnardo’s survey of the 
prison visiting system 
Locked Out reveals. 

They are part of the 
estimated 200,000 
children with a parent in 
prison. 

“Children have a right 
under the United Nations 
to contact with both their 
parents. For children 
with a parent in prison, 
visits are crucial in 
maintaining these 
relationships and can 


help cut down re¬ 
offending by 39 per cent. 

“However, visiting 
hours are increasingly 
being taken away to 
punish prisoners 
following changes to the 
‘Incentives and Earned 
Privileges’ (lEP) 
scheme, leaving some 
children with just two 
hours a month to visit 
dad.” 

The report also finds 
that children are 
regularly being searched 
by guards in intrusive 
interactions that see 
items such as breast- 
milk sniffed, hair 
searched and personal 
effects such as hair 
decorations taken away. 

Despite no clear 
evidence existing that 
parents use children to 
smuggle drugs, one boy 
reports ‘Feeling like 
you’ve done something 
wrong’. 

Bamardo’s is calling 
for changes in the way 
children of prisoners are 
treated in Wales and 
England. This includes 
effectively banning using 
visiting hours to punish 
and reward prisoners in 
male prisons. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Festive crafts at St Donats 

CRAFTS for Christmas returns to St Donat’s 
Castle this Sunday (December 6), bringing a mix 
of handmade crafts and food stalls to the Vale of 
Glamorgan, from 10.30am-430pm. 

There are over 50 stalls to browse, including 
some first time exhibitors such as Cothi Valley 
Produce, Baked by Mel, and Welsh Slate Wall Art. 

There will also be a bird of prey display in the 
castle gardens, and for younger visitors, a craft 
workshop and visit from Santa! 

In addition to the craft and food stalls, there will 
be live music all day to keep everyone entertained. 
Admission is £6 per car, or £2 per person on foot. 

Christmas choir concert 

A CHRISTMAS concert by the Cantorion 
Creigiau Choir takes place at the Old School in 
Sully on Saturday, December 12 at 730pm. 

Tickets are £7.50 and are available from Ian 
Mathias on 02920 530441, Ken Jones on 02920 
530893 or Steve Thomas on 02920 531486. 


ROMILLY CHRISTMAS FETE 

THE PTA at Romilly Primary School is holding a Christmas fete this 
Saturday (December 5), from 12 noon until 4pm, when stalls include crafts, 
bric-a-brac, games, cakes and raffles, plus Santa’s grotto. 

Sam Carpenter, chair of Romilly Primary School PTA, said: “We are 
building on the success of last year’s fete, and hope that the community will 
get behind this year’s event, which we hope will raise funds for equipment 
that the children need. ” 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 

Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area/ 

Datblyqu a alia! effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2015/01225/FUL 

Proposed installation of an ATM through the glazed 
shop front as a through glass installation to the left of 
the entrance door. ATM Wincor Procash 2050 fascia 
and Co-operative food polycarbonate green surround 
signage. White non illuminated lettering 'free cash 
withdrawals' and 'The Co-operative food' 

Co Operative Food, 57, High Street, Cowbridge 

Cowbridge 


2015/01260/ADV 

Proposed installation of an ATM through the glazed 
shop front as a through glass illumination to the left of 
the entrance door. ATM Wincor Procash 2050 fascia 
and Cooperative food polycarbonate green surround 
signage. White non illuminated lettering free cash 
Withdrawals and The Co-operative food 
Co-operative Food, 57, High Street, Cowbridge 


Cowbridge 


2015/01262/FUL 

Replace 2 windows currently aluminium framed 
double glazed with UPVC sash sliding double glazed 
37, Westbourne Road, Penarth 

Penarth 


2015/01298/FUL 

Repairs and improvements to the existing Old 
Harbour revetment in the interests of flood prevention 
and the construction of a new footway / cycleway 
across the revetment to create a new route linking the 
Barry Island Causeway to the Old Harbour Car park 
Harbour Road Causeway, Barry Island, Barry 

Barry (Marine) 


A pplication(s) of General Interest/ 

Ceisiadau o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


2015/01183/FUL 

Change of use to D2 Leisure/Sports Area, to include 
internal sports pitches, sports facilities, car parking 
provision, bar area, community cafe and conference 
rooms, offices and sport shop etc. 

Cambria House, Penarth Road, Penarth 


2015/01305/RES 

Development of site known as South Quay (Parkside) 
for residential development and associated 
infrastructure works, parking servicing and landscape 
Site known as South Quay, Barry Waterfront, Barry 


Location:/Lleoliad; 

Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, 

or via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 3 December, 2015 
V. L. Robinson 

Operational Manager, Regeneration and Planning, Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 


Go to the The GEM for the latest stories and 
breaking news... 

www.barry-todayxauk 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

wwwJIantwit-major-todayxauk 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk 

www.porthcawl-today.cauk 
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Fees that please £££... 


Brighter 

Moves 

ft AliiNlM 


rightmove.couk 

The UK's number one property website 


Zoopl^xoaik 



0 . 75 % I 


to end of December 


NANTYMOEL 



£55,000 

Rowland Terrace, CF32 7PA 

THREE BEDROOM END TERRACE 
UPVCAND DOUBLE GLAZING 
NO CHAIN 


ST ATH AN 



£99 950 
Bullfinch Road, CF62 4ND 


FREEHOLD, END-LINK 
TWO BEDROOMS 
UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING 


ST ATHAN 



£109 995 

Bullfinch Road, CF62 4ND 

TWO BEDROOM PROPERTY, END LINK LOCATION 
MODERN KITCHEN AND BATHROOM 
NO ON GOING CHAIN 


STATHAN 



Reduced To £110,950 
Castleton Road, CF62 4LG 

TWO BEDROOMS AND BATHROOMS 
IMMACULATE PRESENTATION 
CULTIVATED GARDEN, TWO PARKING SPACES 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 



£118,000 
Seys Court, CF61 2GD 

THREE BEDROOM PROPERTY 
VIEWING RECOMMENDED, NOON GOING CHAIN 
GAS CNETRAL HEATING AND UPVC DOUBLE GLAZED 



£125,000 

Rhodfa Brynmenyn, CF32 9GH 

THREE BEDROOMS 

BARRETS PROPERTY., FOUR YEARS OLD, 
PRIVATE PARKING, EPC-B 


BROUGHTON 








£150,000 

Malthouse Court, CF717QR 

SHARED FREEHOLD 
THREE BEDROOMS 
GAS CENTRAL HEATING, EPC-E 




LLANTWIT MAJOR 


ST DONATS 




£155,000 
Brook Street, CF63 4PT 

MODERN DETACHED PROPERTY, 4 GOOD SIZED BEDROOMS 
TWO RECEPTION ROOMS, FIHED KITCHEN 
OFF ROAD PARKING, NO FORWARD CHAIN 


£165,000 

Buttrills Road, CF62 8EG 

THREE BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED PROPERTY 


£245,000 

Bassett Road, CF64 5HS 

DETACHED MODERN BUNGALOW, QUIET LOCATION 
TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS, GAS CENTRAL HEATING 
LARGE GARDENS, NO FORWARD CHAIN 



Reduced To £249,995 
Wine Street, CF61 1RZ 

PERIOD PROPERTY, APPROX 300 YEARS OLD 
THREE BEDROOMS 
VACANT POSSESSION 


£399,995 

Dimiands Road, CF61 1ZB 

DETACHED BARN CONVERSION, 

THREE BEDROOMS, GARDEN WITH OUTLOOK, 
GAS CENTRAL HEATING 


Free Valuation, For Sale Boards, Floor Plans, Accompanied Viewings and Internet Advertising 

Independent agents working in Bridgend, The Vale and Talbot Green 

T Pound Field, Llantwit Major, CF61 1DL. 01446 794433. 

19a Wyndham House, Wyndham Street, Bridgend, CF31 1EF 01656 
105 Talbot Road, Talbot Green, CF72 8AE. 01443 222420. 


Rentals 01656 655989 www.brighternnoves.co.uk • E-Mail: info@brightermoves.co.uk 





Braixh Director 

EweMove 

Vale of Glamorgan 


T. 'ji!' 'i T'T.,; i: f i 

WWW eweiTTOve com/barry 


rightmove. 


I 


Zoopla.co.uk 



TTusiad Award 
Wlanlag Acpantt 


^4rs 


LANDLORDS! 



NEVER PAY TO FIND A NEW TENANT AGAIN 

..call an award winning letting agent to find out how 

This once in a lifetime offer ends 31st December 2015 and is limited in number so act quickly and contact us. 


j ^ 


wmftr 

□aaao 




^ ‘‘ 

- A . 


Contact us for your FREE no obligation property appraisal. Call Karen or Richard on 01446 349 349 
or text 'BarryZ" to 60222 • E-Mail karen@ewemove.com • ewemove.com/barry ^ 
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Classified Section is 5pm Monday | 
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PROFESSIONAL 

FROM OUR A-Z USTl 
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NE 


Wn 


ISION 


Itr LllHI SaiHCftillM Picluti I 


4 r.s -- 

✓ rt - r«.« 

* i-‘ ' 0«t« 


CAT V tfftMisliiis hif irMfliMd ami Smad TV 




UTour Aerial lRStallef.„? 


ONE VISION IlNEI 


Call Paul WIlUantB 

01446 439 30 ^ 01656 349 281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 



'Aena 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired.' 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± 160 
or Barry 01446 743267 
^ www.lst-digital.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07974 065096 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
4 COVERING ALL AREAS 4 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 


J 


01446 420784 
07970 642537 ^ 

www.bairyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 


7NEAm|UMM rBo/ryJ 


MIKE ANDERSON 
(Builders extraordinaire) 


Experts in Listed Buildings 


• Renovations 
• Slate & Roof Tiling 
• Timber Framed Houses 

• Bam or Loft Conversions 

• Conservatories 

• UP VC Windows & Doors 
Wetrooms and all invalidity 

Bathrooms & Showers 


01656 771870 / 07976 720368 




i tlO i hi lili ft st 



. ^ HETAS 

, 1 07890 8| 

HETAS 

57238 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

1 googleme@guildofmastersweeps | 


from 7W*r 


ToThh: 


Part Exchange Your Old Blinds For Nowi 
SOLAR PART EXCHANGE! 

We will buy year cU biirxls bock ond recyc/e them rn on 
^nvjronkrnentalTy-/nendly woy, JX3 moWer fhc coi>dlfti^l 

iimifed fime^ lirmrted oHer • 

Rtoeive up H> £20 bock hr youir oid blipdl 

L ^omm*knm4y» AilW 

solar , 



1 Barry 

Bridgend 

^ 07446 438103 

01656 349473 



^BLBND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings &l Blinds 


Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.UK 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUBSE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



i'/c c.R. JOSE 



MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 


[^STANTON 

‘Jfc'CONSTRUCTION 


All building work covered 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Rendering 

• Driveways 

• Guttering 

• Chimneys 

• Extensions 

• Disabied Bathrooms 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 

• Stairiifts 

• Aii Eiectric Work 

01446 489368 


CHIMNEY SWEEP 


HETAS REGISTERED 


WOOD & MULTIFUELED STOVES 
SERVICED, INSTALLED & REPAIRED. 
Bird guards fitted. 

Telephone: 01446 792735 ~ Estl965 ~ 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 
All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


Painter & Decorator I 

ii lUAMnr !.*Uk 1 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

Calls 


Time served, qualified, 
professional, fast, clean 
worker, all insurance 
work undertaken 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 

nhurleypd@googlemail.com 


T 01446 772702 
M 07505 979078 


Uufiix ♦ 


TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

City & Guilds 
Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 






HD computer 
Solutions 


' All problems fixed 
' Fast, reliable, on-site service 
' Friendly advice freely given 
' No fix, no fee 
' Free callout 


Tel 01446 333330 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLADON 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 



JONES & 
JONES 

DECORATORS 

Interior - Exterior 
Est 30 Years 

01656 664337 

or 

07974 269384 


IDGULLIVER'- 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


• All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
9 35 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446404506 
Mobile: 07914 056255 


Th« GEM 

01446 774484 
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Don't slip up this 
winter, let us clean 
up for you outside... 

25% Discount 

for work during December 
eg cleaning moss from 
slippery driveways. 


ValnJstCleon 

Tel: 07767 310618/02920 700571 

www.ValeJetClean.co.uk 

email:info@valejetclean.co.uk 



A&C Electrical 
Solutions 

Domestic Appliance 
repairs. 

Appliances not removed. 
Appointment times given 
Over 30 years experience 

Covering Penarth 
to Porthcawl 

Card payments accepted. 

07732 264 803 24 Hr 


Electrical 

All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certification _ 

07891 965150 
01446 700182 


Dave Ref fell 

Electrical 
Services 

W Domestic 
I Installer 


Approved contractor 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

d. reffell@hotmail.co. uk 


HIM 


Washing Machines 
Electric Cookers, 
Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your 
own home 

0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 

APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


O 

optimisa 


ALL 

Electrical Work 
Carried Out 

Fully Insured & Registered 
§ Electricians 

" 5T 




uMrrttiim 

. M/11 UtULtM ^ c «ix el I 




AibCymru 

All AtpcvlA of tioe wuHi undcitokcti 


TEL; 11656 64MI17 MOB: 07813869615 


Arborwood Tree Care 

• Tree Pruning • Crown Lifting 'Tree Felling • Dangerous 
Tree Work • Pollarding • Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting • 
Tree Dismantling • Root Pruning • Ground Clearance 
Call us for a friendly, free quote, fully insured 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Seasoned Hard Wood For Sale 




IBM 


Andrew Allen Gas & 
.Plumbing Limited 

mL a family run business 
for your family needs! 

W INSTALLATION, SERVICING 
& BREAKDOWNS ON ALL GAS APPLIANCES. 
ALL FIRES & FIRE SURROUNDS INSTALLED 
*LADY GAS ENGINEER AVAILABLE* 

10 Year Warranty Find US today on Facebook. 

on New Boilers TEL: 07891 348113 Wi 
!o%fons and 07740 518131 



WL SELL 
BOTTLED 


f rr* I ^ } • flit r. 
amii iVi: '• 

Id. 111446 
77I*7W 

In* ' • > «Lr • 

TWk I t«Mli«« 

•• w «• r.4lliil 4 ii-» 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


Garden & Landscaping Services 

Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway instaiiers 
• Fencing • Block Paved Driveways 

* Artificial Grass Installers • Walling • Patios 

• Water Features/Ponds • Decking • Turfing 


Nick: 07790 166480 or 01656 668090 

I 


Bridge Bale fks Serwces 

Qnppialictc in felung, PRUNiNG, 

0|ldbldll51» III CROWNREDUCTiON, 

Large/Dangerous Trees — ™ 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 

COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Tel: 01446 713857 
SITE CLEARANCE or 07921 902729 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 



Garage Door Problems? 

Call your local experts for 
•Speedy economical repairs 

• Maintenance serving the local 

• New doors community for 25 years 

• Automation 

Call free on 0800 046 3552 

www.garagedoors-direct.co.uk 



Need something fixed in the 
house or garden? 

Call the man who can! 

No job too small. Trustworthy 
handyman. CRB/DBS checked. 
Garden Tidy ups and 
Pressure Washing. 

Telephone Phil on: 

01446 792543/07903 755055 



faurhbjiiia ^ 


IQ ? jC| Plumbing & Heating 

V ^ II 01446 623 353 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
IIP Combination Boiler Specialist 
I " Annual Boiler Service only £40 ' 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. ' 

Fast, Friendly Service. 30i 6i 6 




The GEM 
Advertisers please 
note: DEADLINE 
for Gassified 
Section is 5pm 
Monday (to 
appear in the 
following week's 
edition), 


‘D('Pfumbinij 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 




01446 

794266 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 




S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists ag 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 23* 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing‘Tiling 
Plastering ‘Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


Roofing 
specialists 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


forDon'tDoitYourselfenquiries-oremail I S. MIDDLETON & SON 


The GEM 

01446 774484 


to advertise your business on these pages. 


We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Wolf 
&VaIe 
MAN & VAN 

HOUSE & GARDEN 
REMOVALS 
LICENSED WASTE 
CARRIERS 

Mobile 07885 892923 

FREEPHONE 

08006696745 


U Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
All work considered 
Any Place - Any Time 

07944 743932 


P.C.S LTD 

Rubbish Clearance 
Services 

Houses, Garages, 
Gardens, Shops 

CLEARED 

Free Estimates 
Tel: 01446 745698 
Mob: 07866 169825 


Call 01446 
774484 to 
advertise 
with The 
GEM, and 
reach 
45,000 
homes 
from 

Penarth to 
Porthcawl 



• Learn from 14 years old no licence req 

• Block booking discounts • Crash/Intensive courses 

• Automatic & manual lessons • Male/female tutors 

• Gift vouchers, pay online or call 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


OK Environmental Services Ltd 

Local family-run business for all your 
liquid waste needs. Cesspits/Septic Tanks, 
Liquid Waste Specialists. 

Contact William Oakes on 01656 862414 
07779 255639/07870 388432 


ATLANTIC 

SELFSiemUIE 


Self Storage 
Containers & Lock-Ups 
sited in Barry 
www.atlanticselfstorage.co.uk 


01446 677648/07813134123 


• External New 
Watertight Containers 

• Internal Personal 
Storage for personal 
belongings. 

• Business Storage 

• Pick up service 
available. 

• All covered by 24 hr 
CCTV in Secure 
Compound 


Tiling by Tanya 

^ All aspects of wall & floor tiling 
^ Ceramic, porcelain, natural stone 
^ Friendly, professional service 
^ No obligation free quotes 

07814 124 851 or 01446 736760 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist^ m 

Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 - 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 
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ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


Sofa icon Ltd. 

Sofas, Chairs, Footstools, Scatters, 
and Headboards. 

Repairs, Re-Upholstery undertaken. 
Top quality. Quick turnaround. 
Designer fabrics. Free estimates. 
Showroom: 

14c Western Avenue, Bridgend Industrial Estate. CF3I 3RT 
FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY WITHIN THE GEM AREA 


01656 652304 vwvw.sofaicon.co.uk 


^ Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 , 

(evenings) wanted ^ 








SBS SALVAGE LTD 

Barry’s newest car rj 
dismantling facility | 

' registered with the 
' y^. environment agency, DVLA 

» V ‘ & Vale of Glamorgan Council 

/ - 2 - ''' ’ ‘^ Free of Charge: 

Immediate payment of up to £10,000 . ught demolition 
MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle. • Factory/Farm Clearances 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead, • All grades of metal taken 

Aluminium / Stainless steel, • Ferrous or non-ferrous 

Computer boards / Electric cable • Household appliances 
and catalytic converters • Car batteries 

. CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvage.com Monday to Sunday 
lk.01 446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 549526 


WANTED 


Classic/Old Car 

Any age, any condition, including 
an unfinished project or motorcycle. 
If it's in your garage or on your drive. 

Call Mark, cash waiting 
07425 139331/01446 794866 


Call us on 01446 774484 

for'Don't Do it Yourself enquiries - or email 

sama ntha.m i I ler@ti naienews^cauk 

to advertise your business on these pages. 


Classic & 
Sports Cars 
Wanted 

AQ cars 
considered, 
including 
restoration 
projects. 

Tel: 0782 
3334246 


Frazer’s 


WANTED 

for cash in all areas 


Cars, Vans, Lorrys & 
Quads. In any condition 
running or not. With or 
without MOT, insurance 
loss or third party. 

£200-£3000 

Please ring anytime 
7 days 9am-10.30pm 


Office: 01446 732222 
Mobile: 07816 205895 



BUTTONS > 

Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 






BIG 
THANK YOU! 

Natasha & family would 
like to say thank you to 
Grablt Plant Hire for the 
generous help provided 
and the donation. 




Quality 

kiln 

dried and 
seasoned 
firewcMKl 
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Court Road, EYNDSAY ELLIS @ ^ekphone 
CfSx the vale F ^LSERVICL 407962 



Westhill 

Forestry 

Dry Seasoned Ash Logs 
Delivery to the 
Vale & Cardiff 

Tel: 07816377663 



A Professional & Personal 
Service to the highest 

STANDARDS 

Family owned & run by husband 
& WIFE Lyndsay & Nicola 

Service Chapel with seating 
FOR UP TO 400 PEOPLE 

Fully qualified & experienced 

MEMBERS OF STAFF 


ww w.valefuner alser vice xo .uk 



FIREWOOD 

Seai£coe»3 & Ku: Deed 

Call 01446 771567 
foe bulk wintor dpaK 


Ibpstak 


OAKLANDS FIREWOOD 


SEASONED SPLIT 
HARDWOOD LOGS 
& G30 CHIP 


I LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE 


TEL: ADRIAN LEAN ON D7976 727836 



© 

Mel&Ron Waddns 

f u I ‘ ‘ I • t* 3 

Independent Family Funeral Directors - serving the counties 
of Bridgend, Vale of Glamorgan and Rhondda CynonTaf 

24 Hour Personal Assistance 

Providing a dignified service otyour time of need 


Tel: 01656 860545 

Contact(amelandronwatkinsfuneralservices.co.uk 

www.melandronwatkinsfuneralservices.co.uk 

Graigwen, 12 Pentwyn Road, Pencoed CF35 6SB 


Bethany Private Chapel of Rest 

Member of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funerals 


i Utrirr ^ 


FOR SALE 
Approx 100 
tonnes of hand 
picked blue 
tennant random 
walling stone 

Contact: 

07913 257361 

Delonghi 

Microwave 

Excellent condition, 
boxed £90. 

Tel: 01446 401374 
(after 6pm) 

48 

Ideal For 
Christmas: 

Wine Chiller 

Glass front, new. 
(Approx 15 bottles) 
in box. £49 
01446 737738 

Pine Hygena Midi 
Sleeper under bed 
storage unit included. 

Excellent condition, new 
mattress required, full 
assembly instructions. 
£80 Buyer Collects 

Tel: 01446 750387 
or 07786 846825 

SINGER SEWING 
MACHINE TABLE 

with integral drop-down 
stylist zig zag 457 
machine. Unused for 
some years, so may need 
some tinkering £10. 

Tel: 029 2051 4564 
(Dinas Powys) 
buyer to collect 

Acorn Stairlift 

Includes fitting 
by engineer 

£500 

Tel: 01446 
711739 




House 

Clearances 

We pay cash for 
unwanted items 
and we take aLL 
waste away. 

ALL jobs treated 
with dignity. 

ALL areas covered. 

07901 664455 

www.barryhousedearances.co.uk 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and soheitors. 

01446409266 

07885251742 




W. A Brown Son 


Dit«etor« 


• UMKirisi WiscKVy 
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W. 


Indesit Fridge 
Freezer 

Total frost free, 1 year 
old. Cost £300, very 
good condition. 
Sell £150. 
Double Teak 
Wardrobe, full centre 
dressing mirror, very 
good condition 
£100 ono. 
Gentlemen’s Melton 
winter coat (black) 
£80. 

Tel: 01446 
405192 


Nova DVR-XP 2HP 
Woodturning Lathe 

Including outrigger, leg 
stand and more. Variable 
and memory speeds. 
Please ring Dave for 
more details £950 ono 
Tel: 01446 719013 
07721 638228 


Guitar Amp 
Spider II Line 6 

Tremelo, delay, 
distortion/clean, 
echo, reverb etc., 
Perfect practice 
amp, good 
condition. 

£40 

Tel: 01446 77581 


Invamed 

Sovereign Scooter 

Excellent condition. 
Many adjustable 
features. Spacious 
seating. Head/rear 
lights, side mirror horn. 

£350 

01446 794358 


Renault 
Megane Scenic 

2003 Diesel. 
New MOT. 

£700 

01446 405229 
for further details,. 


H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 
PRE-PAID funeral PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


Cadoxton Funeral Home 


SELL YOUR 
HOUSE FAST 

• No upfront fees! 

• Any condition! 

• Stop repossession! 

• Confidential! 

Call Julie now 
on 07510 641340 




Est. 100 years and trusted for 4 generations 


(^^nered ^^krectors 


IT'S ALL ABOUT THE FAMILY. 


•Award-winning funeral planners 




* Totally independent funeral directors 

* 24 hour attention, arrangements for 
weekends & evenings 

* Private Resting Rooms 

* Loved one remains in our care in Barry 

* Male and female professional staff 

* Mercedes cortege fleet 
^funera 

Call us on 

01446 421212 

www.parkfunerals.co.uk 
7, Tynewydd Rd, Barry, 
Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 8HB 
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RANDELL 

Mary Beatrix 

Peacefully on November 20 at The Manor House, 
St. Hilary, Trixie of Llantwit Major, beloved wife 
of the late David, dearly loved mother of Simon 
and Sarah. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James 
& Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Monday, December 7, 
service 12 noon at St. Illtuds Church, Llantwit 
Major, followed by cremation at Coychurch 
Crematorium Bridgend at 1.15pm. No flowers by 
request, donations in lieu, if desired, to Marie Curie 
Cancer Care c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, 
Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 3DZ. 


SMITH 

Elizabeth Mary 

Passed away peacefiiUy on the November 28, Elizabeth 
of Llantwit Major, aged 94 years. Much loved mother 
of Derek, Diane, Elaine, Margaret and Ian, and a 
loving grandmother and great grandmother. 

Resting at W. A. Brown & Son College, Street, Llantwit 
Major until the funeral service on Friday, December 18 in 
St lUtud’s Church at 12.30pm, followed by cremation at 
Coychurch Crematorium at 1.45pm. Flowers may be sent 
to the funeral home. 


I* LEWIS 

Vivien (Nee Wellington) 

Died at home after a long illness on 
December 1. Much loved wife of Clive and 
mother to Rosey, Chris and Margaret, 
grandmother and great grandmother, 
will he sadly missed. 

Funeral service at St John the Baptist Church, 
Llanblethian on Thursday, December 10 at 
2.15pm, followed by cremation at Coychurch 
Crematorium. Family flowers only, donations if 
desired to the British Heart Foundation c/o Mr 
Jack Hawkins, 47 Cae Leon, Barry CF62 9TF. 








Cats Protection is the UK's 
leading feline welfare 
Charity and we are 
currently recruiting for the 
following 2 vacancies for 
our shop in Barry Island: 

Full Time Shop Manager 

35 hours per week including Saturdays & Sundays 
Salary £15,942.20 per annum Ref no: OP959 

Part Time Assistant Shop Manager 

21 hours per week including Saturdays & Sundays 
Salary £8,310.85 Ref no: OP960 

For further details and to apply please visit 
www.cats.org.uk/work-for-us 
Please quote the correct reference number. 

Closing date: 9th December 2015 Interviews: TBC 
No agencies please 

Reg Charity 203644 (England and Wales) and SC037711 (Scotland) 


I’m a disabled lady living in Llantwit Major is 
looking to employ a personal assistant to assist 
and support with domestic duties around my 
home and in the community. 

I also require support with shopping, meetings and 
social events so car owner/driver essential. 
There are 6 hours of work available, rate of pay is 
£8.25 per hour. 

Telephone: 01443 827930 or e-mail 
recruitment@dewiscil.org.uk (Quote Ref: VOG009). 
Successful applicants are required to provide an 
enhanced disclosure, expense to be met by 
employer. Charity number 1098229. 





near Llantwit Major requires 

Support Workers 

Contact Jo or Naina on 01446 793544 


Full & part time 
available 

Sleep-ins & waking 
nights required 
Full training 
provided 


BARBER 

WANTED 

Immediate start. 
Must be reliable. 
Good rates of pay. 

Tel: 07935 806372 
or 07538 094448 


Are you fit 
to deliver 
The GEM? 

Please ring: 

01202 811666 

info @ thedistribution 
business,CO ,uk 


LEADBITTER 

Anthony (Tony) 

(of Bwlch Gwyn Farm, Ystradowen) 

The funeral service will take place on Friday, 
December 4 at 1.45pm at Bridgend 
Crematorium, followed afterwards at The Bear 
Hotel, Cowbridge. 

Family flowers only, but donations, if wished, to 
Ward 2 East, Llandough Hospital in his memory. 




IN LOVING 
MEMORY OF 

Patricia 

Trudgian 

Never a moment 
from our thoughts. 

Love John, Jeremy, 
Jonathan, Jenny and 
all the family x. 


I* GODWARD 

Kevin 

Suddenly on October 6 at Llandough Hospital, 
loving brother to Lynda and Denise, much 
loved uncle to all his nephews, nieces and sister- 
in-law Ruth. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Thursday, December 10, 
service and cremation 1.15pm at Coychurch 
Crematorium, Bridgend. No flowers by request. 


MAYLIN "*1 

Eric John 

PeacefiiUy after a long Ulness on November 24 at Holme 
Tower, Penarth, Eric John, aged 72 years of Barry. 
Dearly loved husband of Theresa. Loving father of 
Mark, Dawn, Andrea, and father-in-law of Rose, 
Roger and Luke. Cherished grandfather of Luke, Zoe, 
Bethany, Lydia, Kieran, Dylan and CaitUn. 

Eric will be sadly missed by all of his family and friends. 
Resting at A.G. Adams & Son funeral home, Gladstone 
Road, Barry, where flowers may be sent until the funeral 
on Wednesday, December 9. Service in the chapel at 
lL30am, afterwards Interment at Barry Cemetery. 


CHAPPLE 

Dilys (Nee Williams) 

Peacefully on November 27 at Llandough 
Hospital - Dilys, well known of Barry Road and a 
keen skittler in Barry. Devoted wife to the late 
Douglas, much loved mum of Gwyn, Jane, 
Jennifer and Alun. Special mother-in-law of 
Pamela, Geoff and Linda. Cherished nan to her 
grandchildren and nanny Dilys to her great 
grandchildren. Loving sister of Nancy and the 
late Olwen and Gwyn. 

She will be greatly missed by all who knew 
and loved her. 

Dilys is being cared for by Lyndsay Ellis @ The 
Vale Funeral Service, 181 Court Road, Barry until 
her service at Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium, 
Barry on Monday, December 14 at 11am. 
Family flowers only - donations if desired may be 
made at the service to The Stroke Association 
in memory of Dilys. 





I* WILLIAMS 

Geraint Elis (Giz) 

The family wish to announce the sudden passing 
of Geraint on November 15 in Australia. 
Cherished son of Robert & Julie, much loved 
brother of Nia & Non, loved uncle to Megan, 
Elis and Robyn, loving fiance to Christie. 
Geraint will be greatly missed by all his family 
and many friends. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of The Vale 
Funeral Service, 181 Court Road, Barry, until his 
service at their Windsor Road Chapel, on Friday, 
December 11 at 1.45pm, followed by cremation at 
Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium. 

Single flower only. 



BUBBINS 

Doris 

Peacefully at home, on November 27, 
surrounded by her family, Doris Evelyn, wife 
of the late Bob. Mother of Jennifer, David, 
Gillian, Jonathan, mother in law of Peter, 
Janet, Cliff and Glynis. Grandmother of 
Helen, Eleanor, Kate and the late Jeremy. 
Resting at A.G. Adams & Son Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry, until the funeral on 
Monday, December 7. Funeral service and 
committal at Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium, 
Port Road East, Barry, where family and friends 
please meet at 12 noon. 

Donations to Marie Curie Holme Tower, 
Bridgeman Road, Penarth CP64 3YR. 




TO ADVERTISE YOUR 

SITUATIONS VACANT, 
FAMILY NOTICES, 
BIRTHDAYS, 
ANNIVERSARIES etc. 
Call Sue on 
01446 774484 
email: gemsales@ 
tindienews.co.uk 



PUBLIC NOTICE 
LICENSING ACT 2003 
TO WHOM IT MAY 
CONCERN 


I Geraint Simmonds do 
hereby give notice that I 
have applied to the 
Licensing Authority (Vale 
of Glamorgan Council) 
for the variation of a 
premises license at Wick 
Road, Ewenny, CF35 
SAD, known as Ewenny 
Garden Centre Limited. 
The application is to vary 
the licence to enable in 
house and off sale of 
alcohol from 9.00hrs 
until IS.OOhrs, Monday 
to Saturday and from 
lO.SOhrs until 16.30hrs 
on Sundays. 

Any persons wishing to 
make representations to 
this application may do 
so in writing to the 
Licensing Department, 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Council Civic Offices, 
Holton Road, Barry, 

CF6 3RU, not later than 
28 days after the date 
of this notice. 
Representations 
received after this date 
will not be considered. 

A copy of the application 
can be viewed at the 
Civic Offices during 
normal office hours. 

It is an offence to 
knowingly or recklessly 
to make a false 
statement in connection 
with this application. The 
maximum fine on 
summary conviction 
being £5000. 

Date - 27th November 2015. 


Notice under Trustee 
Act 1925 s 27 
Re: John Charles Pagler 

PURSUANT to the Trustee 
Act 1925 NOTICE is given 
that all creditors and others 
having any claims against 
or claiming to be 
beneficially interested in the 
estate of John Charles 
Pagler, late of 14 
Wordsworth Close, Llantwit 
Major, CF61 1WZ, who 
died on the 17th February 
2015, and whose will was 
proved in the Probate 
Registry of Wales on 12th 
August 2015 by Jane 
Dorothy Pagler and Janet 
Louise Telles, the Executors 
named in it, are required to 
send particulars in writing 
to the undersigned 
solicitors on or before the 
7th February 2016 after 
which date the said 
executors will proceed to 
distribute the assets of the 
deceased among the 
persons entitled to them, 
having regard only to the 
claims of which they then 
have had notice and shall 
not be liable for the assets 
of the deceased or any part 
of them so distributed to 
any person or persons of 
whose claims or demands 
they then have not had 
notice. 


Dated 1st December 2015. 
LG Williams & Prichard 
22 St Andrews Crescent 
Cardiff, CF10 3DD 
Solicitors for the Executors 
Ref: SH/SB/PAG398/2 
Tel: 029 2022 9716 


New year decision 
on Vale Housing - 


LOCAL RESIDENT 
LOOKS AT THE 
STATISTICS... 


I T is two years 
since I wrote to 
The GEM about 
the LDP’s housing 
projections - and 
the council have 
now produced their 
latest briefing 
paper on housing 
provision, using the 
latest WG statistics. 

This paper is available 
on the Vale website and 
makes entertaining 
reading. It is a document 
which appears to start 
out with a number in 
mind and attempts to 
justify it. 

As before, the paper 
and the LDP projects 
that the Vale population 
will rise from 126,000 
living in 53,500 
households to 132,500 
by 2026 (this is a Welsh 
Government (WG) 
projection based on 2011 
census details). A 
projected population 
increase of 6,500 (5 per 
cent) for the period. 

The new WG 
statistics state that there 
is a projected 
requirement for 5,559 
additional houses 
between 2011 and 2026. 
However, the WG has 
also introduced a 10- 
year migration variant 
which if used takes the 
required number of 
houses up to 7,399. 

This is still too low 
for the council so the 
paper explores all of the 
reasons why the figure 
should be higher. This 
includes saying the 
period of the census and 
current projections etc. 
was at a time of low 
economic growth and in 
particular the Vale forms 
part of the regional 
housing plan and a 
special economic growth 
area. 

A consultant (BE 
group) was used to 
project that an additional 
1,000 to 1,602 dwellings 
could be required to 
cover this rise in jobs so 


the figure of 1,602 was 
added to the total. Then 
add another 499 to 
reflect the regional role 
and maintain affordable 
housing. This gives a 
grand total of 9,500 and 
when 10 per cent 
flexibility is added, you 
arrive at the figure you 
first thought of 10,450. 
Magic!! 

I read the paper with 
growing disbelief. The 
paper points out that 
although the majority of 
objections to the 
required numbers were 
that they were too high 
but there was a 
significant number 
stating they were too 
low. These were all 
house builders! 

The report also didn’t 
mention that the council 
and government have 
been trying to increase 
jobs in the area for the 
last 20 years, with lots 
of business land 
available, with limited 
success. The paper also 
mentions that over 4,500 
affordable houses 
require to be built over 
the next five years and 
the LDP states that the 
majority of these are 


required in the Barry 
area. How does the plan 
address this fact? 

The inspector has 
started to hear objections 
to the LDP and in 
January there are two 
meetings to discuss 
housing numbers. It was 
a bit disappointing to see 
that a significant number 
of the participants are 
people with a financial 
interest in having a high 
number of houses built 
i.e. house builders. 

It is clear that the 
council must use the 
latest WG projections as 
a starting point for their 
projections and 
demonstrate that the 
requirement for 
additional houses is 
based on sound 
evidence. 

I would just state that 
the UK projection for 
increase in house 
numbers in Wales as a 
whole over the period is 
10.2 per cent. Why then 
does the council thi nk 
that the Vale needs an 
increase of 18 per cent? 
Mike Carney, 
Cowbridge. 


‘No to offer 
of meeting’ 


1 REFER to the 
letter last week 
from Coun 
Gwyn John of 
Llantwit Major, 
where he 
questioned my 
letter from the 
previous issue of 
The GEM 
regarding street 
lighting in Llantwit 
Major. 

I am certainly not a 
mischief maker, I am not 
in the habit of writing 
letters without first of all 
gathering some facts, a 
lot of which come from 
the council themselves. 

I would also like to 


make it quite plain that 
the information 
regarding the street 
lighting in Llantwit 
Major actually came 
from a parent who has a 
daughter who lives in 
Llantwit, who confirmed 
that the street lights are 
not turned off. 

Mr John invites me to 
a meeting with himself 
and officers to explain 
some of the issues that I 
have written about in 
previous letters. 

I am afraid I will turn 
that invitation down, as I 
feel if the council need 
to explain issues, they 
can explain it to all the 
people. 

DJ Radford, Barry. 


Church tree festival in Barry 


THE fourth Christmas tree 
festival at St Mary’s Church, 
Holton Road, Barry, opens at 
6.30pm on December 9, after 
judging of the trees by Vale 
Mayor, Coun Fred Johnson, 
Barry Town Mayor Coun 
Emma Pritchard and Jane 
Hutt, local Assembly Member. 

Barry’s Lee Selby, IBF 
Featherweight Champion will switch 
on the lights. 

A concert will begin at 7pm with 
Cadoxton School choir, and their drum 
section. 

Geoff Peart will present some 
traditional folk music, concluding with 
the talented youngsters from 
Superstars. Tickets £4 each (includes 
refreshments) all children admitted 
free. 

St Mary’s Church will then be open 
from 10am to 4.30pm on December 10 
and December 11. 

School choirs will entertain over the 
two days, including Oakfield Primary, 
Jenner Park Primary, St Helen’s 


Primary, Gladstone Infants, Barry 
Island Primary and St Baruc Welsh 
Primary. 

On December 12 Father Christmas 
will be dropping in at 9am for 
breakfast with the girls and boys. 
Tickets for this will be £5 with a gift 
for every child. Parents’ breakfast 
£2.50. The church will then be open 
from 10.30am to 1.30pm for the 
viewing of trees. 

At 2pm there will be an afternoon of 
carols and folk music, plus St Athan 
Junior Brass Band, People’s First 
Charity, The Real Lives Choir, and St 
Helen’s Primary School Choir. 
Winners of the Christmas tree festival 
will be announced and certificates will 
be presented to the winners of the three 
categories by the Vale Mayor, Deputy 
Town Mayor Coun Charlotte Williams 
and Jane Hutt AM. Tickets for this 
event are £3 (includes refreshments) 
children admitted free. 

A donation from the festival will be 
made to the Llanmau charity. Contact 
Susan on 07866 078665 or 01446 
747928for more details. 
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WALES MANAGER OPENS JENNER PARK’S 
NEW ‘STATE OF THE ART’ 3G SURFACE 



A NEW chapter was marked in the proud 
history of Jenner Park stadium in Barry 
last Thursday when Wales manager Chris 
Coleman officially opened the new 3G 
artificial playing surface. 

He marked the occasion by kicking the first ball in 
a football festival featuring 160 youngsters from 
primary schools across the Vale. 

Coleman was also presented with a gift by pupils 
at nearby Jenner Park Primary school to congratulate 
him on his success as the national boss. 

The new pitch, installed following a six-figure 
investment by the Vale Council, is part of an 
ambitious plan to open the stadium up to the 
community and secure its future as the premier 
sporting venue in the Vale. 

Speaking at the opening Chris Coleman 
commended the renovation, saying: “Football, like 
any sport, starts in the community and we need 
facilities like this one if we are going to nurture the 
next generation of sporting stars. 

“Barry has a proud footballing history. The new 
pitch will be great for Barry Town United and 
hopefully will help propel them back into the Welsh 
Premier League, but the real benefit will be to the 
children playing here and the community as a whole. 

“Credit must go to the Vale Council for having the 
vision to make this happen and for making a major 
investment which will pay dividends for many years 
to come.” 

Jenner Park faced an uncertain future earlier this 
year as its high running costs were unsustainable in 
light of the unprecedented financial challenges being 
faced by the Vale Council. 

However, the installation of the new pitch will not 
only see costs cut but also use of the stadium made 
available to the whole community. 

Coun Gwyn John, cabinet member for visible 
services and leisure, said: “The easy decision would 
have been to simply close the doors to Jenner Park 
for good. Thankfully for all of those that value sport, 
the Vale of Glamorgan Council had the vision to 
develop a better facility and new way of managing it 
that will ensure this historic ground is used for 
generations to come. 

“It is the council’s aim to get more people living 
more active lives and the renovation of Jenner Park 
will help us take a huge step forward towards this 
goal. 

“The new Jenner Park will be somewhere where 
children and young people can develop their skills 
on a perfect playing surface and where adults at all 
levels can play the game they love in a first class 
facility.” 

Gavin Chesterfield, manager of Barry Town 
United FC, said: “Jenner Park is renowned 
throughout Welsh football and beyond. There have 
been many great nights throughout the stadium’s 
proud 102 year history. However, the installation of 
the new surface has given the stadium a new lease of 
life and it is now a hive of sporting activity. 

“As a club, the new pitch has opened up many 
possibilities in terms of how we engage the local 
community and we will be announcing many 
exciting new ventures in the coming weeks and 
months. To complement the launch of the new pitch 
the club has given out 300 free tickets to children 
and their families for our upcoming Welsh Cup third 
round tie versus Denbigh Town on December 5.” 

Work on the new playing surface was completed 
in October and the pitch has since received FIFA’s 
highest level of accreditation, FIFA Pro. The 
artificial surface has already seen action at levels 
ranging from mini-football to Barry Town United 
FC’s home games in the Welsh Football League 
Division 1. 

As part of the same programme of work being 
undertaken by the council, construction is soon to 
begin on four smaller five-a-side pitches at the 
Colcot Sports Centre in Barry. Along with the 
upgraded Jenner Park these pitches will provide a 
suite of surfaces within the Vale’s largest town that 
can be played on by all sections of the community 
365 days a year. 
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Michelin CrossClimate launched - 

IS THIS A GAME CHANGER? 


I N the UK, we experience every sort 
of winter driving condition. Heavy 
snow in 2012, the cold and wet 
winter of 2014, the mild and warm 
winter of 2015 - the UK really is an 
unpredictable climate. 

This unpredictability makes tyre choices for the 
British winters difficult. Without question, winter 
tyres are the right tyre for freezing and snowy 
conditions, but with the last few winters 
characterised by warm wet conditions, a summer 
tyre would be the smarter choice overall. 

A Barry Tyre Centre spokesman said: “This has 
led us to start recommending ‘all season’ tyres as 
\^e correct tyre to fit in the winter. _ 


“All season tyres offer approximately 85 per 
cent of a summer tyre’s performance in the dry 
and wet, and 85 per cent of a winter tyre’s 
performance in the snow which gives them a 
slightly better operation window for the UK than 
a full winter. 

“While this balance of qualities is the best 
compromise currently available, the ideal tyre for 
the UK tyre market is a tyre which offers 99 per 
cent of a summer tyre’s performance in the dry 
and wet, yet still offers the ability to perform in 
snow and ice for those few days a year we see 
adverse conditions. 

“The good news is Michelin claim to have done 
exactly that with the new Michelin CrossClimate. 

“The Michelin CrossClimate is the world’s first 


summer tyre which can be used in winter 
conditions. TUV-tested, the new CrossClimate 
really does seem to be the magic bullet for the UK 
climate, with 99 per cent of a summer tyre’s 
performance in the dry and wet, and 100 per cent 
of a winter tyre’s performance in snow traction 
and braking. 

“Is this too good to be true? Fortunately we’ve 
had some experience driving on this tyre, and 
we’re happy to report it seems to do exactly as 
Michelin/TUV claim.” 

SEE THE BARRY TYRE CENTRE 
ADVERT ON PAGE 43. 


CLUB SIGN OFF 2015 IN STYLE! 



Pencoed RFC hold out for 
well-deserved victory... 


THE Dulais Valley can be 
the most foreboding of 
venues, but on this occasion 
the Pencoed side rose to the 
challenge against the odds 
to record a fine 16-10 
victory against a Seven 
Sisters side occupying 
fourth place in Division 1 
West Central. 

Pencoed won a couple of early 
turnovers through the efforts of 
back row forward Rhys Watkins 
and scrum half Kyle Barrett, with 
second row Dano Howells 
particularly prominent with a 
couple of determined charges. 

The home game plan soon 
became quite clear, their pack 
aiming to bludgeon their way 
through the Pencoed ranks, often 
doubling and tripling up numbers 
in their efforts to force their way 
through. 

This was the pattern for the 
opening 20 minutes before 
another close up assault saw home 
hooker Jordan Roderick cross 
close to the posts, wing 
threequarter Andrew Thomas 
adding the extras. 

Despite the driving play of the 
home pack the Pencoed front row 
of skipper Kieron Moore, hooker 
Tom Drew, and loose head 
Christian Powell were getting the 
better of the close quarter 
exchanges at the scrummage and 
this ascendancy gave them the 


platform for outside half Adam 
Williams to open his side’s 
account with a well judged 30 
metre penalty goal in the blustery 
conditions. 

Pencoed left wing David Young 
then did well to clear a dangerous 
situation in his own 22 to clear to 
touch and despite a few problems 
at the lineout Pencoed returned to 
the attack. 

Williams probed with a short 
kick into the home 22, where 
chasing centre Gareth Dyer caught 
home full back Daniel Norton in 
possession and from the resultant 
penalty Williams made matters 7- 
6 . 

Pencoed were now starting to 
put some phases together to enjoy 
their best moments of the half and 
keep the home side under 
pressure. 

A series of scrums in the home 
22 saw Pencoed cement their 
authority at the set scrummage and 
only desperate home defence kept 
their line intact. 

Pencoed, having lost hard 
working second row Ricky 
Somers relatively early in the 
match, were forced into positional 
changes, Aaron Halse moving to 
the boilerhouse with Rhys Vowles 
taking his place in the back row, 
the centre doing well in his 
emergency role. 

Pencoed’s pack problems were 
compounded at the interval with 
the loss of Halse through injury, 
Powell moving into the second 


row with young Brandon Nelson 
on at prop forward. 

Pencoed’s revamped pack then 
destroyed a home scrummage and 
as a result Williams kicked the 
penalty goal to go into the lead at 
7-9. 

The home side attacked from 
the restart and Rhys Clarke 
playing at right wing did well to 
chase back and check the home 
raid before Pencoed regrouped to 
clear to touch. 

Pencoed were now starting to 
play with confidence into the 
elements and following another 
dominant scrummage Pencoed 
increased their lead. 

No 8 Gareth Prentice released 
Barrett who broke cleanly before 
timing his pass to supporting full 
back Rhys Thomas who raced in 
at the posts from 22 metres, 
Williams adding the conversion 
for a 7-16 lead. 

The home side kept themselves 
in the match with a penalty goal 
from Thomas and at 10-16 it was 
still anyone’s match in the fading 
valley light. 

The ardent Pencoed support 
were to endure a tense final couple 
of minutes but despite several late 
scares their team held out for a 
well deserved victory full of 
character. 

On Saturday a supporters 
coach will travel to Skewen for a 
2.30pm kick-off. 

TR 


FOLLOWING on 
from their recent 
success at the GTI 
British Open, the 
Cadoxton School of 
Tae Kwon Do 
competed in their 
last tournament of 
2015. 

The World 

Organization of Martial 
Arts Athletes British 
Open Championships 
(WOMAA) were hosted 
by Master Mai Johns & 
Leanne Emmerson. 

The Cadoxton squad 
took advantage of the 
categories available on 
the day, points fighting, 
continuous fighting, 
kumite, patterns and 
weapons for all ages and 
levels. 

The Cadoxton squad 
brought home with them 
a total of 54 medals - 16 
gold, 25 silver, 13 bronze 
and 16 WOMAA British 
Champions. 

The club already has a 
full 2016 calendar; after 
Christmas the squad will 


again be full training for 
local events and 
internationals in 

Birmingham, Liverpool, 
Germany and the USA. 

Pictured above with 
their instructors and 
coaches are Matthew 
Bennett, Peter 

O'Callaghan, Lucy 
Newman, Keita Enfield, 
Ron Thomas; Jake 
Quigley, Cameron Evans, 
Ethan Andrus, Joel wells. 
Clan Allen, Lucia 
Cunningham; Charlie 
Rogers, Maddison Allen, 
Leland Butler & Cody 
Jacobsen. 

For further 

information call (01446) 
406372. RT 


We welcome 
your sports 
news - email 
us at: 

gemeditorial@ 

tindlenews.co.uk 



Liz starts her 
year in office 

ON November 24, the new ladies’ captain 
at Brynhill Golf Club, Mrs Liz Fine, was 
blessed with a break in the bad weather 
for her ‘drive-in’. 

Supported by the ladies’ section, Liz duly got her 
year in office under way with a great second drive 
down the first fairway, her first being an exploding 
ball! 

Previously, all the ladies paid money to guess 
where Liz’s ball might land. The winner of this 
competition was Mrs Helena Coombes. 

The day’s golf competition was won by Lynda 
Lloyd with 17 points. Runner-up was Linda Hewlett 
with 14 points. Liz’s chosen charity for this year is 
Wales Air Ambulance. 

CH/LT 


Cowbridge 
darts league 
round-up 


ON Tuesday 

November 24, the 
semi-finals and final 
of the mixed 
doubles were played 
at the Edmondes 
Arms. 

After two very tight 
semi-final matches the 
final lineup was an all- 
Farmers Arms affair. In 
the final Maureen 
Fleming and Nigel 
Thomas (substitute Rob 
Jones) defeated Pam 
Adams and Tony Fox 
(substitute Owen Carter) 
3-1. 

Also that evening the 
postponed league match 
between Llanharry and 
the Edmondes B was 
played. It was a close 
game with Llanharry 
coming out winners 5-4. 

Present league 

standings, after seven 
weeks, are now: 
Edmondes B (39 points). 
Farmers Arms and 
Highwayman Inn (32), 
Edmondes C and 


Llanharry (31), Six Bells 
Inn (28), Edmondes A 
(27), Farmers B (H&H) 
(21) and Old Post Ladies 
( 11 ). 

Next week, Tuesday 
December 8, the last full 
programme of league 
matches (league week 
nine) before the 
Christmas and New Year 
break will be played. 

The Old Post Ladies 
hosts the Highwayman 
Inn, the Edmondes A 
hosts the Farmers B 
(H&H), the Edmondes C 
hosts Llanharry and the 
Farmers Arms hosts the 
Edmondes B. The Six 
Bells Inn do not have a 
game. 

All matches start at 
8.15pm and spectators 
are welcome. For further 
information e-mail Paul 
a t 

cowbridgedarts @gmail.c 
om, up-to-date 

information can be found 
on the website: 
WWW. darts .apsn .co .uk. 

PJT 


Seaview Lads results 


THE first leg of the annual 
Christmas competition was 
fished on Sunday, November 
29 in very high winds and 
torrential downpours - but 
this did nothing to deter a 
large turn-out of anglers. 

An extra incentive was the chance 
to win the Wyndham Page Trophy 
commemorating one of our founding 
members. 

Many anglers had only just 
returned from the annual trip to the 
Canaries where they had enjoyed 
halcyon summer like weather and 
excellent fishing. 

Many landed rays approaching the 
1001b mark along with the numerous 
exotic species including trumpet fish 


and barracuda. Their welcome home 
could not have been more different. 

Hurricane force gusts of over 60 
knots forced many fish to stay on their 
sea bed but enough did come out to 
ensure that many anglers caught 
something. Weights were not high 
overall; those anglers that weighed in 
managed a solitary fish or two, but 
Aida Harris weighed in almost 4kg on 
what was a challenging day to stand 
up, let alone fish! 

Congratulations to all that braved 
the conditions and we eagerly await 
round two! 

Results: 1st A Harris 3.82 kg, 2nd 
K Salah 2.94, 3rd M Langford 2.14, 
4th C Mcinerery 1.61, 5th P Crook 
1.52,6th SDoble 1.32. 

JC 
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Busy week 
for Barry 
chess club 


ANOTHER busy 
week for the Barry 
Chess Club, with all 
four of its teams in 
the East Glamorgan 
League in action, 
together with the 
West Wales Chess 
Congress held at 
Llansamlet. 

In the league there was 
the unusual event of both 
of the lower teams, 
Quarks and Gambits, 
winning their matches in 
divisions 3 and 4 
respectively. Both teams 
recorded their second 
victories of the season 
with 3-2 away victories. 

The Quarks won their 
match picking up the 
points on the three 
bottom boards. It could 
have been even better as 
there were winning 
opportunities on board 2. 

This moves the 
Quarks up to eighth in 
the table. They remain in 
the relegation spot on tie 
break from Penarth on 
the basis that we lost 3.5 
to 1.5 in our opening 
match of the season at 
home to Penarth. A big 
win in the return fixture 
in January could prove to 
be our most vital 
fixture/result in the 
season. 

The Gambits found 
themselves outgraded on 
all boards as usual, but 
good wins from team 
captain Stephen Bonutto 
together with Jason Grice 
and Ray Denley, gave us 
an unexpected victory 
against one of the early 
season frontrunners. 

The Gambits also sit 
in eighth position in the 
league but are more 
comfortable as there is 
no relegation from 
division 4. 

In division 1 it was not 
so successful for our 
teams. The Bosons 
however earned a 
valuable point against the 
Cardiff Castles with a 
win for Matthew Parry 
over Walter Braun and 
draws for Matthew 
Davies, Steve Cunliffe 
and Dave Parsons. 

The Camelots did not 
fare so well at North 
Cardiff, losing by 3.5 to 
1.5 against the 
Woodpushers. However 
in perhaps the result of 
the season so far Sam 
Jukes beat Peter Heaven; 
Peter has a ranking of 
2144 while Sam's 
ranking is 1713. 

The Bosons sit 
comfortably in third 
place. It seems unlikely 
that they will be able to 
maintain a strong 
challenge for the title but 
we can live in hope. 

The Camelots are in 
ninth place above the 


already seemingly 
marooned St John's 
College Positrons. The 
Camelots remain three 
points from safety but 
with a poor tie break 
score. Relegation, while 
not a certainty, is 
looming! 

In the West Wales 
Congress there were 30 
entries including past and 
present members Lee 
Davis, Joe Turner and 
Nigel Ralphs in the Open 
Section, while in the 
Major Section the club 
was represented by 
Stephen Bonutto. 

Lee finished in ninth 
place with four draws 
and a win from his five 
games. Joe was less 
successful with two wins 
and a draw from his five 
games to finish 19th. 

Nigel took a bye in 
round 1 - this can 
sometimes give an easier 
route in the next rounds 
but that is not always the 
case. This time Nigel 
drew matches in the next 
three rounds, only losing 
to Joe Fathallah of the 
Cardiff club in round 5. 
Nigel finished in 21st 
place. All three of these 
players were seeded to 
finish higher than then 
actually did. 

In the Major section, 
Stephen, who travelled 
with Nigel, also took a 
bye. Stephen was seeded 
to finish 12th out of the 
14 competitors in this 
section. 

He beat Kevin 
O'Rourke from the 
Caerphilly Club in round 
three, losing his other 
three matches to finish 
with 1.5 points. He 
actually finished in 12th 
place so was the only 
Barry-linked player to 
achieve their correct 
seeded position. 

The Barry Chess Club 
meets at 7.30pm each 
Monday at the West End 
Club. St. Nicholas Road, 
Barry CF62 6QY. The 
club is open to players of 
all standards; whether 
you are interested in 
playing competitive 
chess or just the 
occasional friendly 
games. 

New players are very 
welcome to just turn up 
on the night but if you 
contact one of the club 
members through the 
website we can explain 
what is happening on the 
night you have in mind, 
and arrange for someone 
to greet you on your 
arrival. 

For more details visit 
our website at 
http ://barrychessclub . 
yolasite.com. 


PHIL JONES 


We welcome your 
sports news, reports - 
and other items of 
interest - email us at: 
gemeditorial® 
tindlenews .co .uk 


News from Dinas Powys lady golfers 



ON November 17, Dinas Powis Golf Club ladies section held 
their annual presentation of trophies for the current year. 

We offer our congratulations to all the winners for a successful season 
(pictured above). 

On November 3, a Turkey Trot 2 Stableford was held - 1st Annie 
Blackburn 22pts, 2nd Sue Bridle 16pts, 3rd Sally Livsey Davies 15pts on 


countback from Lisa Ryley and Vicki Ellison. 

On November 10, Turkey Trot 3 Medal - 1st Annie Blackburn 46 - 10.5 = 
35.5nett, 2nd Sue Bridle 45 - 8.5 = 36.5, 3rd Ann Mahenthiralingam 46 - 6.5 = 
39.5. 

On November 17, Turkey Trot 4 Stableford - 1st Lisa Ryley 19pts, 2nd 
Annie Blackburn 15pts, 3rd Maxine Hird 12pts. 

RY 


Tournament success 
for local youngsters 


RECENTLY, Barry 
Kyokushin Karate 
club hosted and 
competed in the 
second annual 
Wales Kyokushin 
Open Tournament. 

Up first were the kata 
(pattern) competitors. 
Angel Benavant was first 
to place, gaining first 
place and her first Welsh 
Championship title in the 
six to eight year old 
division, against 10 other 
competitors who had a 
lot more experience. 

Next to compete was 
Dominika Mielkilzuk 
who was unfortunately 
just pipped for first place, 
but came home with a 
fantastic second place. 

In the 10 to 13 year old 
kata, the club secured all 
three places. After an 
incredibly tough two 
rounds against much 
higher-graded 
competitors, Justine 
Bolanos achieved a very 
well deserved third place. 

Leanne Lirio achieved 
second place after 
impressing the judges, 
and for the second year 
running Ben Bolanos 
achieved his second first 
place and retained his 
Welsh Champion title. 

Next up was Luke 
Murphy, who at the start 
of this month achieved 
his second kyu (brown 
belt). 

Luke performed two 
excellent katas and was 
incredibly unfortunate to 
be just pipped for first 
place, but came home 
with a fantastic and well 
deserved second place. 

Claire Norman was 
next in the Kyu grade 
adult kata and performed 
two fantastic katas. 
Having only trained for a 
little over a year, Claire 
got third place in her 
category after some very 
tough and experience 
kata competitors. 

Finally, Rhian Evans, 
who achieved her second 
kyu along with Luke 
earlier this year, was up 
in the Black Belt 
category against several 
much higher graded, very 


well seasoned 

international 
competitors. 

After a very tough 
second round Rhian 
achieved first place and 
the Welsh Champion title 
for the second year 
running. 

Rhian has won four 
national titles in kata in 
the three years she has 
been training. 

To next compete were 
the kids WUKO 
competitors. Sebastian 
Barzewski was first to 
place after several tough 
fights. Sebastian won his 
semi-final fight and 
sailed through to the final 
where he faced a great 
competitor. Sebastian 
came away with a 
fantastic second place 
trophy. 

Next to compete was 
Justine Bolanos in an 
incredibly tough WUKO 
category. Justine got 
through to the finals - a 
round robin against two 
other fantastic 

competitors, and came 
away with an incredible 
second place after three 
very difficult fights. 

Ben Bolanos was up 
next against WUKO 
competitors that were 
much taller and bigger 
than him, but stood his 
own, and achieved a 
fantastic third place to 
add to his first place in 
kata. 

Paul Lambert was next 
to fight in male clicker 


against several younger 
and higher graded 
competitors. 

After a fantastic first 
three rounds where Paul 
came out victorious, he 
entered the final against 
an international 

competitor from 

Denmark. 

After an incredibly 
close fight, Paul achieved 
an absolutely incredible 
second place, losing his 
final fight by just one 
point. 

Tyrone Conway was 
then to fight in the 
Novice Knockdown 
men’s lightweight. 

After some very 
gruelling rounds and 
extensions, Tyrone 
achieved an absolutely 
fantastic third place in 
his first knockdown 
tournament. 

The club committee 
decided to donate all the 
profits from this event to 
Sebastian Sargent, a local 
boy with cerebral palsy 
and autism. 

Funds are being raised 
to buy him an all-terrain 
wheelchair, and the 
tournament raised just 
over £400, with local 
company Spartan Martial 
Arts and sports suppliers 
LTD helping to round the 
figure up to £500. 

Anyone wanting to 
donate can go to 
https iHwww.gofundme. 
coml7f487mdk. 

PS 


Indoor bowlers left 
'disappointed’ 
with away victory! 


SULLY Bowls Championship 
team travelled to Bridgend on 
Saturday, November 21 to play 
Ogwr at the Indoor Bowling 
Green in the Leisure centre. 

Sully were expecting a win as Ogwr 
are in a transitional period having lost 
a number of their star players, 
therefore Sully were looking for wins 
on most rinks. 

Sully were in for a shock before the 
game began as the arena was cold as 
the heating system was not working; in 
fact the system was blowing out cold 
air. 

The game began with Sully players 
wearing any tops or coats they could 
bowl in but this didn't stop them taking 
a eight shot lead after five ends, with 
four rinks ahead. 

From ends six to 10 Sully were 
maintaining their form and had gone 
further by the end of the 10th, leading 
by 14 shots, 69-55. 

Ken McLeod’s rink was struggling 
against the Ogwr rink skipped by Jim 
Hoskins and were adrift by eight shots, 
while the rinks of Fred Phillips, Brian 
Griffiths and Chris Ackland were level 
with their opponents. 

It was the rink of Graham Cogbill, 
Gary Eastment and Mike Doyle, 
skipped by the reliable Brian Foscolo 
and Martin Clarke-Squires’ rink, who 
were ensuring the Sully lead. 

As the game progressed it was still 
Foscolo's and Clarke-Squires’ rinks 
enabling Sully to stay ahead, each 
leading by 22 shots and 13 shots 
respectively, while Sully's other four 
rinks were fighting hard to gain the 
initiative with the overall score at the 


15th end 90-78 in Sully's favour. 

Sully were now out of their comfort 
zone, only leading by a dozen shots 
with four of the six rinks behind going 
into the final six ends. It was now 
going to be a battle in the minds of the 
Sully players - from being super 
confident of a good win, the pressure 
was now on to hold onto a lead that 
Ogwr were eating into. 

The 16th end saw Sully take eight 
shots across the rinks to move 20 shots 
ahead and ease the pressure but the 
ri nk s of Chris Ackland, Brian Griffiths 
and Ken McLeod lost more ground on 
their opponents over the closing ends, 
with Fred Phillips’ rink having a 
tremendous tussle with Ogwr skip 
Brian Tucker over the last few ends, 
with the Sully rink finally succumbing 
by three shots. 

The rinks of Ackland, Griffiths and 
McLeod also failed to get to grips with 
their opponents, losing their games by 
seven, six and six shots respectively. 

Fortunately Foscolo’s rink won 
decisively by 27 shots, 32-5, while 
Clarke-Squires’ rink also had a 
resounding win by 16 shots, 29-13. 

As a result of these two rinks Sully 
gained an overall win, 128-107. 
Although they gained 14 points out of 
22 on offer, there was a slight 
disappointment that more rinks had 
failed to gain more points, but the win 
places Sully just eight points behind 
leaders Taff Ely and two points behind 
second-placed Newport - and both 
clubs have to come to Sully in the new 
year. 

FP 


Sports see games postponed 

SULLY Sports RFC suffered a 
double cancellation last week 
with both the first and second 
teams having their games 
called off. 


Those present agreed that this social 
should become a regular occurrence, 
with efforts to trace and invite as many 
of past players/members as can be 
found to the next event, which will be 
held on Friday, January 29, and 


The firsts return to action on thereafter every two months on the last 
Saturday, December 5, away to Friday of the month. 

Tongwynlais, kick off 2.30pm - meet The venue for the reunion will rotate 
at Sully Clubhouse 12.30pm, while the between Sully, Barry and Dinas Powys 
seconds are away to St Peters. - watch this space. 

Last Friday, November 27, a reunion Last Saturday saw a very successful 
of older players/members was held at ‘hypnotist night’ held at the club - 
the clubhouse and it turned out to be a many thanks to chairman Richard 
great success, with 20 ‘old-timers’ Gully for all his efforts in putting on 
enjoying a buffet, catching up on each the event. 

other’s current circumstances, lots of A comedy night is in the pipeline for 
memories shared and stories of the past the New Year, and details will be 
related. published soon. MS 


Go to the The 
GEM for the latest 
stories and 
breaking news... 

www.barry-today.co.uk 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

www.llantwit-major- 

todayxauk 

www.bridgend-todayxauk 

www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 
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Barry seconds in 
pulsating draw 


BARRY RFC seconds travelled to 
the capital to face Clwb Rygbi as 
they hope to build on the 
momentum from last weekend’s 
win. 

Coaches Rhidian Scott and Martin 
Tanner were yet again rocked with the 
late withdrawal of Curtis Miller hours 
before kick off, and were forced to 
reshuffle the pack. 

There were recalls for Nick Rolfe, 
James Sullivan and Luke Bounds, 
while Joel Williams continued at fly- 
half after impressing last weekend 
from the bench. 

In atrocious conditions at Llandaff 
Fields, both sides tried to play a brand 
of attractive running rugby from the off 
but soon regained common sense as the 
forwards took over. 

It was the home side who adapted to 
the conditions quicker, taking 
advantage of some loose Barry 
tackling in the first quarter to score a 
try underneath the posts. 

Barry were jolted into action and 
began to lay siege to the Clwb line. 
Buoyed by the dominant front row of 
Gareth Hall, Lee Turnbull and Ben 
Such, who were winning scrums with 
ease, Barry made inroads deep into the 
home 22 and were finally rewarded as 
following a series of forward drives, 
Rolfe powered over for his first try of 
the season. Matt Russell was 
successful with the conversion from an 
impossible angle out wide. 

The momentum had swung and 
Barry continued to dominate in the set 
piece and were also winning the battle 
in the contact area. 

Powerful surges from Remy Frenay, 
Lloyd Dutton and Ben Such saw 
another attack on the home line, and 
despite some desperate Clwb tackling, 
captain Kyle Case was the next to 
score. Russell added the extras to give 
Barry a 14-7 lead at half-time. 


Barry seemed to be in control for 
most of the second half but with 
playing conditions deteriorating 
neither side could venture much into an 
attacking position. It was the home 
side who had more possession, and 
often found space out wide, but good 
cover tackling from Rhidian Mepham, 
Dutton and Frenay prevented any 
score. 

It took the official to intervene as he 
controversially binned Case after an 
offence in the ruck, and with a 
mismatch in numbers the home side 
equalised with a try out wide. 

With only 14 men Barry continued 
to probe and played a sensible game of 
tight rugby, putting the Clwb eight 
under enormous pressure. 

Slowly gaining a foothold in an 
attacking position, the Barry forwards 
drove patiently for the line, and after a 
number of unsuccessful attempts, there 
was no stopping Dutton as he crashed 
over from two yards. Russell was again 
on target with his conversion to give 
Barry a seven point lead with just 
minutes to go. 

Unfortunately just like last 
weekend, the green-and-whites failed 
to close out the game, and this time 
there was to be no reprieve as the home 
side took full advantage to score a try 
through some tired tackling as the 
game ended on a pulsating 21-21 draw. 

While both management and players 
will agree there was room for 
improvement, the performance and 
effort in the last two weekends have 
been superb and after a slow start to the 
season Barry would hope to kick on for 
the rest of the campaign. 

Barry second XV host Dinas Powys 
this weekend while the third XV are 
home to St Albans. 

KC 


The Barry and 
District ladies 
skittles league 


LATEST results for 
November 16: 

First division: Barry 
Stars (M Richards 34) 
327, SV Gals (J Ladner, 
R Sewell, L Kingsman, 
J Richards) 310; Family 
Affair (D Brown 29) 
233, Special Angels (P 
Grisdale 25) 237; 

Castle Bandits (P 
Thomas 27) 220, 
Coppers (S Ford 29) 
255; Cigar Ladies (L 
Webb 30) 291, Bakers 
Dozen (E Baker 36) 
329; Breakaways (C 
Parfitt 32) 292, Bobby’s 
Girls (J Macdonald 28) 
258; Colcot Ladies (K 
Tayloer 310) 272, 
Allsorts (C Griffiths 30) 
252. 

Second division: 
dickies (M Harney 34) 
312, Cad Con Fillies (T 
Clements 29) 292; Red 
Admiral (G Williams 
26) 258, Castaways (S 
Billings 24) 207; After 
Eights (P Mepham 36) 
308, Vixens (D Marks 
31) 296; Rhoose 
Starlights (D Stradling 

26) 263, Little Devils 
(L Bowsher , T Jones 

27) 279; S V Lights (M 
Seixas 28) 267, Rhoose 
Ravers (J Bishop 27) 
233; Witchill Widows 
(S Murray 30) 310, 
Merry Makers (C 
Edwards 34) 305. 

Third division: Dolly 
Mixtures (P Grigham, E 


Bryan 24) 312, Hill 
Billies (G Moorcraft 

22) 207; Roller 
Coasters (P Thomas 28) 
219, Persuaders (J Neil, 
L Organ, G Hughes 21) 
199; Eriends and 
Neighbours (C Eerris, E 
Brown 26) 243, 
Westenders (J Andrews, 
L Lambeth 25) 238; 
Eallen Angels (J Tudor 
30) 282, La Belles (R 
Gloss, R Day 26) 264; 
Airways Angels (E 
Jones 27) 251,8 V 
Ladies (C Griffriths 25) 
214. 

Eourth division: Hell 
Raisers (L Waters 25) 
234, Guardian Angels 
(S Aston, S Clarke, J 
Overton 23) 206; 
Witches (M Allen, P 
Cookson 27) 234, 
Challengers (L Morgan 

23) 216; Living On a 
Spare (E McLaggon 33) 
295, Rebels (L Spurr 
32) 319; Socialites (E 
Nolan, K Glover 29) 
260, Uptown Girls (R 
Dutton, L Hobbs 26) 
256; Liberals (S Boyd 
22) 149, Off The Rails 
(I Rosser 24) 187; Nite 
Outers (M Hudson 25) 
212, Odd Bopds (T 
Perry 23) 175. 


Kanku Do impress 
at tournament 




five Kanku Do fighters in the same 
category! 

After some brave displays the club 
took first, second and third places 
(Jack Long, Jack Garrett and Ellis 
Walker respectively). 

The club very much enjoyed the day 
and are looking forward to next year 
already. 

For information about joining please 
call to St David’s Church Hall on a 
Tuesday from 7pm-8pm. 

Squad: Morgan Long, Jack Long, 
Jack Garrett, Ashleigh Millard, Kyle 
Millard, Luca Cullinane, Ellis Walker, 
Charlotte Hewitson, Kasey Lewis and 
Tyler Donnelly. 

NL 


ON Saturday, November 21, 
Kanku Do took a squad of 11 to 
the second Welsh Kyokushin 
Karate tournament held at the 
Memo Barry. 

First up were Charlotte Hewitson 
and Kasey Lewis with their well 
polished performances of kata. This 
earned Charlotte first place and her 
first ever trophy! Kasey was very 
unlucky not to place. 

The 14-16 year kumite category saw 
Morgan Long claim first with a very 
accomplished and technical win 
against solid fighters. 

The 12-14 year kumite category was 
always going to be a huge battle with 


c GREAT BRANDS. GREAT SERVICE. 


c BEST DEALS AVAILABLE 

c THOUSANDS OF TYRES 

ALWAYS IN STOCK 

c OUR PRICES ARE ALL 
INCLUSIVE WITH NO 
HIDDEN EXTRAS 

c NITROGEN INFLATION 

CALL US NOW FOR THE BEST 
TYRE DEALS FOR YOUR CAR. 



CELTIC 

TYRES 

Bridgend Industrial Estate 

01656 657424 

Bridgend is Open 7 Days a week. 

Brindley Rd. off Penarth Rd. 

029 20 221201 

Cardiff is Open 6 Days a week. 

if 

TYRES EXHAUSTS 

BATTERIES BRAKES SUSPENSION MOT 
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G 09 d as New 

Car Body Repairs 

“Now 10 Years in business” 



Tristan Greedy would 
like to inform all of his 
customers that due to 
business expansion they have moved from the Heritage 
Business Park, Wick Rd, Llantwit Major to their new 
premises (next door to the Post Office sorting office), 
Llandow, Vale Business Park - and it’s business as normal. 


New Address 


Unit 4, 

40D Penllyn Way, 
Vale Business Park, 
Llandow CF71 7PF 


^ 10 % 

DISCOUNT 

with this voucher 


We will try to beat your excess before you go 
through your insurance. 


Open 6 days a week 
Sam till late 
Bumper scuffs 
Wheel refurbishment 
Window tinting 
Resprays 
Light & Heavy 
Accident Repairs 
Courtesy cars provided 
We will guarantee to 
beat any genuine like for 
like quotation 
We deal with all major 
insurance companies 

“If your excess is too high - 
give us a try” 

New Phone No. 




After 




Find us on 


01446 772757 

email: goodasnewl @ hotmail.co.uk 


Great success for Welsh 
Karate in English event 



Josh Dwyer, Jack George 
and Harrison Williams, the 
Karate Wales under-15 team\ 


Leah Copeland was 
senior ladies double 
champion! 


A NUMBER of Vale 
Karate members 
were among the 
Karate Wales squad 
which competed at 
the UWK England 
Open recently. 

The Kata events were 
first and Wales’ first gold 
medal came from Vale 
Karate’s talented 15- 
year-old Emma Squire, 
who won the girls 15-17 
Kata, a great result as she 
was probably the 
youngest competitor in 
the category. 

Wales’ youngest squad 
member, Elbe-Jayne 
Earrugia (nine), took a 
bronze in the under-10 
Kata while Chiara Baker 
(11) took a bronze in the 
10-12 before stepping up 
to the 12-14 category, 
where she took another 
bronze! 

Leah Copeland (21) 
took a silver medal in the 
ladies Shotokan event, 
where she was narrowly 
beaten by the Romanian 


multiple WUKE World 
champion Eva Kerekes, 
before putting in the Kata 
performances of her life 
to take the gold medal in 
the ladies open. 

Jack George, although 
only 12, won the last 
Welsh Karate League 
under-14 event, beating 
boys who are now 14. He 
demonstrated his 

improvement, and a hint 
of what may be to come, 
with brilliant displays, 
winning both the 10-12 
145cm-plus event, 

beating fellow Welsh 
squad member Morgan 
Harvey in the final, and 
the 12-14 Shobu Ippon 
event, where he headed a 
Wales 1-2-3-3 with Tushi 
Karunanithy in silver and 
Josh Davies and Josh 
Dwyer (Vale) in bronze 
medal positions. 

Josh Dwyer was also 
among the medals in the 
13-14 165cm-plus 
category, where he won 
another bronze medal. 

Alysha Lee, another 


fast-improving fighter, 
was a whisker away from 
reaching the final in the 
10-12 145cm-plus event, 
earning a well-deserved 
bronze medal. 

Leah Copeland had a 
bye in the first Kumite 
round, but was in the 
toughest part of the draw 
as her first opponent was 
none other than WUKE’s 
top female fighter, 
Romania’s Magdalena 
Tier, who won the under- 
60kg and open events at 
the UWK and WUKE 
World Championships in 
Slovenia last month, 
beating Leah in the 
second round on that 
occasion. 

In the shock result of 
the tournament, Leah 
fearlessly threw herself 
into the challenge and 
brought her supporters to 
their feet with her 
greatest win yet! 

Anything less than the 
gold medal would still 
have been somewhat 
anticlimactic, but she 



On and Off The Turf 

WITH BRIAN LEE 


COWBRIDGE rider Byron 
Moorcroft was in good form at 
the Black Forest Lodge Club 
Point-To-Point Steeplechases 
at Black Forest Lodge on 
Sunday where he rode a 
double. 

Byron took the restricted race on 
David Brace’s Doctor Braveheart, 
which had finished second in a hunter 
chase in Ireland last April, and later in 
the afternoon landed the restricted on 
the Jonathan Tudor trained 
Northgeorge. 

The former won by a head from 
Templestate Floresco and the latter 
scored by 12 lengths from Wotzisname. 
The runner-up in each case was ridden 
by national champion point-to-point 
rider Will Biddick. 

WELSH WIZARD’S WINNING 
RUN CONTINUES 
‘Welsh wizard’ National Hunt 
trainer Evan Williams of 
Llancarfan, who has been in 
tremendous form of late, landed a 
40-1 double at Doncaster last Eriday 
with Go Long and Wild Bill and less 
than 24 hours later he was back in 
the winner’s enclosure when his Tea 
In Transvaal took the opening TRA 
Mares' Novices' Hurdle at Newbury. 

Live-year-old Go Long, a 6-1 
chance, who was racing for the first 
time in 254 days, won the 
Massarellas’ Mister Softee Novices’ 
Hurdle by three and a half lengths 
from the odds-on favourite Charbel 
and six-year-old Wild Bill, the 4-1 co¬ 
favourite, was a two and a half lengths 
winner of the Kelly’s Of Cornwall 
Novices’ Limited Handicap Chase. 

Lour-year-old Tea In Transvaal, the 
11-8 favourite, came home six lengths 


ahead of Colla Pier and like Go Long 
and Wild Bill was ridden by stable 
jockey Paul Moloney, who deserves at 
least some of the credit for the ‘Welsh 
wizard’s’ success. 

ON TOUR’S LONG 
TRIP PAYS OEE 

Evan Williams’ On TouFs long trip 
from Llancarfan to Carlisle on 
Sunday paid off when the promising 
seven-year-old landed the Apollobet 
Home Cashback Special Novices’ 
Chase by three parts of a length 
from Sirabad. 

On Tour was ridden by Paul 
Moloney who also was successful on 
Divine Port and Virnon. 

NATIONAL BOOK 
My book ‘The Welsh Grand 
National - from Deerstalker to 
Emperor’s Choice’ (£14.99, 
paperback) is available now. 

Lirst staged at Cardiff’s Ely 
Racecourse in 1895, the Welsh Grand 
National has also taken place at 
Newport before finding its current 
home, Chepstow. This book is the 
definitive history of the premier racing 
event in the Principality. 

The story encompasses more than 
100 years of history and includes all of 
the great jockeys, trainers and horses 
who have triumphed or failed. 

This includes the remarkable case of 
Golden Miller’s 1936 attempt to win 
the race; despite winning an incredible 
five Cheltenham Gold Cups and the 
Aintree Grand National, the mighty 
Miller could only finish third in the 
Welsh event. 

Richly illustrated throughout, this 
volume is an essential purchase for 
anyone with an interest in racing or the 
sporting heritage of Wales. 


Emma Squire won the 
15-17 girls open Kata. 

didn’t disappoint, beating 
two of England’s best 
females on the way to 
taking her second gold of 
the day. 

Rhydian Pullin came 
close to adding to Wales’ 
gold medal tally, 
narrowly falling at the 
final hurdle, to secure 
silver. 

The 10-14 male 
rotation team event took 
place at 8pm, the last 
event of a gruelling day. 

Harrison Williams, 
Josh Dwyer and Jack 
George represented the 
Principality in style and 
had secured a 7-2 win at 
time up, only to be 
disqualified due to a rule 
infringement. 

A successful end to a 
great event which 
highlighted again the 
immense strength of Vale 
Karate and the Karate 
Wales squad. 


Barrivale 
Bridge Club 
results 

RESULTS from 
Barrivale Bridge 
Club for November 
24 - which was the 
concluding week of 
the Barrivale Team 
Championship: 

Lirst: Irene Thomas, 
Jenny Vaughan, Mike 
Close and Mike Best. 65 
IMPS: second, Mark 
Roderick, Noelle Bond, 
Peter Millar and Mick 
Green 36 IMPS; third, 
Jane Brook, Denis 
Mottram, Celia Thomas 
and Huw Thomas 14 
IMPS. 

New members are 
always welcome at 
Barrivale. A partner may 
be arranged if required. If 
you would like to join, 
call 01446 418380, 

01446 733425 or 01446 
735592. Call at the 
Pioneer Hall, Beryl 
Road, Barry on Tuesdays 
at 7pm. 

DR 
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GARY WATSOJ>rMOTOR CO. 


A SUPERB SELECTION OF CARS TO SUIT you... 



■r 

ii JAGUAR XK 5.0 
Convertible 

In silver, 28,000 miles, 
black/cream leather 

REDUCED TO £29^9^ 



09 FORD C-Max Zetec 
2.0 TDi 

In met blue, 69,000 miles, ideal 
family car at 

REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,495 


61 


11 



SKODA Fabia 1.4 TDi 
Estate 

In silver, 50,000 miles, low 
running costs 

REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,^ 



62 SEAT ibiza 1.4 SE 5-Dr 

In verde lime, 22,000 miles, 

1 owner 

REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,9< 





65 PEUGEOT 108 
Active 5-Dr 

In white, 

delivery mileage, 

PFni|CEDBY£500TO£7,995 


62 HONDA CRV 2.2 Diesel Automatic In met silver, 

20,000 miles, 4x4, full leather.£15,995 

2 AUDI A4 2 Litre Diesel Technik 6 Speed in red with black 
leather, 64,000 miles, 1 owner.. REDUCED BY £1000TO £12,995 

54 VW Transporter 2.5 (130) TDI L/W/B In silver, too 

many options to list .£11,995 

62 PEUGEOT 308CC 1.6HDi Active In met-blue, 

22,000 mile diesel convertible.£9,995 

62 VW Golf 1.6 TDi Match 5-Dr In white, 41,000 mile 

diesel hatch .£9,995 

59 MERCEDES Cl80 SE Blue Efficiency Automatic 

In met-grey, 35,000 miles.£9,995 

03 PORSCHE Cayenne 4.5 V8 Tiptronic ‘S’ In silver, 
full black leather, 69,000 miles, 22” alloys, colour 
coded s/roof sat-nav etc .£9,995 

61 NISSAN Qashqai 1.6 Acenta In black, 33,000 

miles, very nice example.£9,495 

65 PEUGEOT 108 Active 5-Dr In white, delivery 
mileage . REDUCED BY £500 TO £7,995 

62 VW Polo 1.2 Match 5-Dr In red, 20,000 miles, 

1 owner, superb throughout.£7,995 

62 CITROEN D53 1.6 Style Plus 3-Dr In white with black 

roof, 33,000 miles, 1 owner.£7,995 

62 FIAT Diablo 1.6 Multi Jet Diesel Eleganza In met 

grey, 41,000 miles, 1 owner example .£7,995 

SKODA Fabia 1.6 Diesel Scout Crios Estate In 

met grey, 23,000 miles.£7,995 

PEUGEOT 3008 Exclusive 1.6 HDi In met bronze, 

52,000 mile diesel at.£7,995 

64 MG3 3 Style 1.5 VTi 5-Dr In yellow, 3,000 miles with 

a/c alloys etc .£7,495 

62 SUZUKI Swift 1.2 SZ4 5-Dr In black, 16,000 miles, 
1 owner, high spec.£7,495 

12 SKODA Roomster 1.6TDi SE Plus In black, 39,000 

miles, 1 owner .£7,495 

62 PEUGEOT 208 1.4 Active, 3-Dr metallic purple, 
16,000 miles, low insurance .£6,995 

62 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 SE 5-Dr In verde lime, 22,000 miles, 

1 owner . REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,995 

11 SKODA Octavia 1.4 TSi SE Plus 5-Dr In met-grey, 

55,000 miles, 1 owner with sat-nav.£6,995 

10 FORD Fiesta 1.6 TDCi Titanium 5-Dr In silver, 

48,000 miles, low running costs .£6,995 

59 VW Golf Plus 1.4 TSi SE In silver, 50,000 miles, host 
of extras, superb example .£6,995 

55 AUDI A8 3.2 FSi (L.W.B.) SE Auto In black, with 

black leather, 85,000 miles, superb at.£6,995 

61 VAUXHALL Insignia 1.8 Exclusive In silverlake, 

43,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,795 

14 HYUNDAI i20 1.2 Active 3-Dr In black, 18,000 

miles, 1 owner, makers warranty.£6,495 

MAZDA 2 TS 1.3TS 5-Dr In red, 17,000 miles, 1 
owner, £30 road tax.£6,495 

13 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-Dr In gunmetal grey, 

16,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,495 

61 SUZUKI SX4 1.6 SZ4 In met-copper, 16,000 miles, 

very nice throughout .£6,495 

10 VAUXHALL Astra 1.4 SE Turbo 5-Dr In silver, 55,000 
miles, nice example .£6,495 

59 VOLVO C30 R-Design SE 2.0 Diesel In white with 
black/cream trim, 75,000 miles, fantastic value £6,495 

14 PEUGEOT 107 (998cc) Allure 5-Dr In met silver, 

17,000 miles.£5,995 

63 FIAT Ka 1.2 Edge In red, 14,000 miles, 1 owner, £30 

road tax .£5,995 

12 SKODA Fabia 1.2 SE 4-Dr In silver, 24,000 miles, very 

nice example at .£5,995 

NISSAN Micra 1.2 Acenta 5-Dr In silver, 14,000 miles, sat- 
nav, a/c, £30 road tax ..REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,995 
SKODA Fabia 1.2 TDi Greenlink 5-Dr In red, 

50,000 miles, 1 owner, “Free road tax”.£5,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Tom-Tom 5-Dr 
In steel blue, 41,000 miles.£5,995 

61 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Edge 5-Dr In silver, 26,000 miles, 1 
owner, a/c. REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,995 

60 FORD Focus 1.8 Zetec 5-Dr In met blue, 43,000 

miles, nice example at.£5,995 

59 SEAT Leon Ecomotive 1.9 TDi ‘S’ In black, 71,000 

miles, £30 road tax.£5,995 

60 SKODA Fabia 1.6 Diesel SE 5-Dr In silver, 56,000 

miles, low running costs.£5,695 


61 


61 


FORD Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Ghia Automatic In silver, 

69,000 miles, diesel hatch.£5,695 

FIAT Punto 1.2 Pop 5-Dr In white, 11,000 miles, 

1 owner,. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £5,495 

HYUNDAI i20 1.4 Comfort 5-Dr In met-grey, 23,000 

miles, 1 owner .£5,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3-Dr In electric blue, 51,000 

miles with a/c. REDUCED TO £5,495 

MINI ONE 1.4 (6-Speed) In pepper white, 70,000 

miles with pan-roof, pepper pack etc.£5,495 

HONDA Jazz 1.4 V-Tec Ex In electric blue, sought 

after model with panoramic roof .£5,295 

KIA Picanto 1.0 5-Dr In black, 41,000 miles, 

1 owner, free-road-tax.£4,995 

HYUNDAI ilO Classic 1.2 5-Dr In silver, 13,000 

miles, £20 road tax.£4,995 

HYUNDAI ilO Classic 1.2 5-Dr In met-grey, 19,000 

miles, low running costs.£4,995 

SKODA Fabia 1.4 TDi Estate In silver, 50,000 miles, 
low running costs REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 
FIESTA 1.4 Zetec 3-Dr In electric blue, 51,000 miles 

with a/c.£4,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 3-Dr In black, 52,000 miles 
with alloys a/c etc ..REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 
FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 3-Dr In electric blue, only 27,000 

miles from new. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

VW Polo 1.4 TDi 5-Dr Match In silver, 38,000 miles, 

low running costs.£4,995 

HYUNDAI i30 Premium 2.0 CRDi Diesel 5-Dr In 

silver with leather, 41,000 miles.£4,995 

SMART Fortwo 1.0 Pulse Automatic In met-black, 

24,000 miles with a/c etc.£4,795 

MAZDA 6TS2 Diesel 2.0 5-Dr In met-black, 74,000 

mile family hatch .£4,795 

CITREON C1,VT 3 door sky blue, 18,000 miles, one 

owner .£4,695 

FORD Ka 1.2 Zetec In silver, 50,000 miles with a/c, 

alloys etc .£4,495 

CHEVROLET Spark 1.2 Spark In black, 41,000 

miles, £30 road tax.£4,295 

TOYOTA IQ 1.0 VVTi In crystal white, 54,000 miles 

with Ipod connection, a/c etc.£4,295 

SMART Fortwo Passion Auto In red/silver, 21,000 

miles, glass roof etc.£4,295 

NISSAN Note 1.4 Accents In black, 68,000 miles, 

economical hatch.£4,295 

CITROEN Cl VTR 3-Dr In red, low insurance & road 

tax.£3,995 

MAZDA 3TAKARA 1.6 In black, 66,00 miles, very 

nice example at .£3,995 

FORD Fusion 1.6 Automatic Zetec In glacier blue, 

33,000 miles with a/c.£3,995 

CHEVROLET Spark Plus 1.0 5-Dr In light met-blue, 

14,000 miles, low running costs.£3,695 

PEUGEOT 207 Sport 5-Dr In silver, 75,000 miles, 
1 owner, full panoramic roof REDUCED TO £3,495 
NISSAN Micra 1.2 Spirata 5-Dr In silver, only 

38,000 miles with a/c etc.£3,495 

HONDA CRV Executive 2.0 Automatic In met-blue 

with leather trim, nice example .£3,495 

NISSAN Micra 1.6 Sport Convertable In met wine, 

59,000 miles, 1 owner.£3,295 

SEAT Ibiza 1.2 Reference 5-Dr In met grey 53,000 miles, 

low insurance . REDUCED BY £1000 TO £2,995 

FIAT Panda Dynamic Diesel in silver, 66,000 miles, 
fantastic mpg. Low road tax and insurance....£2,995 
FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5-Dr In silver, 53,000 miles 

with a/c, alloys .£2,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Ghia 5-Dr In glacier blue, 52,000 

miles, very nice exmaple at.£2,995 

SMART City Passion Automatic In met blue, 

38,000 miles with a/c, c/d etc .£2,795 

CITROEN C3 Desire 1.4 5-Dr In met burgundy, 

77,000 miles, low insurance .£2,195 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Finnesse 3-Dr In met-light blue, 
only 30,000 miles from new.£2,195 



08 PEUGEOT 207 
Sport 5-Dr 

In silver, 75,000 miles, 

1 owner, full panoramic roof 

REDUCED TO £3^49 


’4 



09 MERCEDES B180 
Sport Diesei 2.0 CDi 

In black, 76,000 miles 

REDUCED BY £1000 TO £6,995 



AUDi A4 2 Litre Diesel 
Technik 6 Speed 

In red with black leather, 
64,000 miles, one owner 
REDUCED BY £1000 TO £12,995 



FIAT Punto 1.2 Pop 

In white, 11,000 miles, 

1 owner 

REDUCED BY £1000 TO £5,495 



10 FORD Fiesta 1.4 
Zetec 3-Dr 

In electric blue, 51,000 miles 
with a/c 

REDUCED BY £700 TO £4,995 


ALL CARS SUPPLIED WITH NEW MOT AND 3 MONTHS RAC WARRANTY 


FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE ALL CARS HPi CLEAR PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 
OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


01446 722600 


GARYWATSONMOTORCOMPANY 


Hblackhorse 
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ENDOFYEAR 

SPECIALS^ 

4 your tyres only... * 


advert With you or 
mention the advert 
when purchasing 
to get these 
great deals. 


Kumho 
4 lyre deals 


Kumho lyre 
specials set of 4 for 

155/65-14.. ..£155.90 
175/65-14.. ..£155.90 
195/55-15.. ..£219.90 
195/60-15.. ..£189.90 
195/65-15.. ..£179.90 
205/55-16.. ..£189.90 
225/45-17.. ..£254.90 
205/45-17.. ..£274.90 
215/45-17.. ..£254.90 

FREE Kumho tyre accidental 


Budget 

tyres 


4 tyres fitted ail for 
one price - budget 
special! 

185/55-15, 185/60-15, 
195/50-15, 185/60-14, 
185/65-15, 165/60-14, 
195/60-15, 195/65-15, 
205/55-16. 

4 for £120 

All prices include new valve, wheel 
balance and vat. No extra charges! 

damage guarantee. 


No need to change your 
summer to winter tyres. 
One tyre for all seasons! 

Only /\4ichelin can do this! 

Example 4 tyres fitted for only... 

195^5-15.. ..£254.90 
195/60-15.. ..£304.90 
205/55-16.. ..£290.90 
225/45-17.. ..£396.90 


Re-Gas Mr 
Con special 


Feel the air that you breath. 
Get your aircon regased... 

for only £39.95 

(only with this advert - normally £55). 


Go online www.barrytyres.co.uk for 
single tyre prices. 

We will deal on sets of 4! 


No extra charge - ask for details. 



All prices include Vat and fitting. No extras. 
All major credit/debit cards accepted. 


Holton Road, Barry CF63 4HU 

01446 745888 

Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 3pm 

Lower Guthrie Street, Barry CF63 4PS 

01446 737447 

Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1pm 


WWW. 


bartytyreautocentre.co.uk 
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ri aiXLCT] r ' Sport 

YOUR DEFINITIVE SPORTS ROUND-UP 

Send your match reports, news and other items of interest to: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk ; 



Poor weather 
sees first team 
left in limbo... 

while the youth 
dig in for win! 

UNFORTUNATELY the first team pitch 
was unplayable last Saturday so the 
game had to be called off. 


NEW KIT FOR LOCAL SCHOOL 




riversidehardware 

& engineers supplies 


The BA youth team however were able to play 
on the school pitch against Glamorgan 
Wanderers and, credit to both teams for trying 
to run the ball in difncult conditions. 

Cowbridge did their scoring in the first half 
with tries from centre Joe Nott, wing Frazer 
McGhan, outside half Ash Thomas and flanker 
Joe Davies. 

Prop Sam Richards slotted over the three 
conversions he was given to make it 26-0 at half¬ 
time. Glamorgan Wanderers dug in and 
prevented any more scores but with conditions 
worsening and the light fading the referee called 
a halt. Final score 26-0. 

This Saturday Cowbridge travel away to take 
on Taffs Well. Taffs Well have revived themselves 
this season and are unbeaten and so Cowbridge, 
who have had good wins against teams around 
them, will have to show they can give a good 
account of themselves against the top teams. 

All players are asked to make themselves 
available and support in numbers will be a big 
boost for the team. 

The following week Cowbridge entertain 
Milford Haven in round three of the SWALEC 
Bowl. 

This Saturday the BA youth also have a tough 
game at home against Glynneath in the Welsh 
Cup and all support for them would again be 
very welcome. Good luck to both teams! 

RK/ RV/GT 


RECENTLY, The Co-operative, 
Cowbridge held an in store competition 
for one of three local primary schools to 
win a full team football strip. 

Customers were handed a token which they 
placed in the box labelled with the name of their 
favoured school. In total, 328 votes were cast, with 
Y Bont Faen just taking the lead with 118 votes. 

Jo Cairns, Community Champion at The Co-op 
store, said: “The Co-op is a community retailer, 
committed to supporting its local communities and 
encouraging children and young people to live active 


and healthier lifestyles. We are very pleased to be 
able to present Y Bont Faen with this full strip.” 

Miss Jackie Jones, PE Co-ordinator, said: “The 
children are delighted to have won and they will be 
proud to represent the school wearing their new 
football kit sponsored by The Co-op. A big thank 
you to everyone who voted for our school.” 

Llanfair Primary and Ysgol lolo Morganwg each 
received runners up prizes of £15 in Co-op vouchers 
to put towards Christmas raffle prizes or Christmas 
party treats. 

Pictured above are some of the pupils of Y Bont 
Faen wearing the smart new kit. 


Cowbridge Comprehensive 
School sporting updates 


Year 7 Netball 
THE year-7 netball 
teams played 

Stanwell at home on 
Tuesday November 
17. After an 
amazing victory 
over Ysgol Bro 
Morgannwg the 
previous week, the 
girls were excited to 
take the court. 
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In the A team match, 
Stanwell started strongly 
and despite some 
excellent interceptions 
from Georgina Cole and 
Mia Davies in the circle, 
they quickly got the score 
board under way. 

Laura Hawkins at 
centre, and Kate Parry at 
wing attack, worked 
tirelessly to bring the ball 
in to the attacking end for 
Alys Hale and Aimee 
Eason to capitalise but 
the Stanwell defence 
were solid and they led 
the way 5-2 at half-time. 

In the second half, 
Aimee Eason moved out 
to goal attack and 
controlled the attacking 
circle perfectly to 
unnerve Stanwell. 

Vivian Yip, wing 
defence, provided some 
much-needed support 
down the court. It was a 
solid yet controlled 
second half for 
Cowbridge who were 
determined to pull back 
the goal margin, and they 
did! 

The score in the 
second half finished 5-5 
showing great resilience! 
However due to the 
strong first half from 
Stanwell they took the 
overall win with a final 
score of 10-7. 

Well done to all the 
girls who played. 

Due to the amazingly 
encouraging numbers in 
training each week, we 
fielded a B1 team in the 
first half and a B2 team 
in the second half to give 
as many girls as possible 
a chance to play for the 
school. 

Cowbridge had a great 
first half and went in at 
half-time 1-0 up, thanks 
to a superb goal from 
Megan Rees and some 
excellent defending from 
Bethan Light and 
Hannah Robins. 

In the second half, 
Cowbridge started well 
with an early goal to take 
the score to 2-0. 


This however gave 
Stanwell the drive they 
needed to forge ahead 
with greater conviction 
and they quickly scored 
three successive goals. 
The final score finished 
3-2 to Stanwell. 

Well done to all the 
girls! It was lovely to see 
so many pupils out 
representing the school! 

Girls’ Cross 
Country 
League 

THE results have been 
finally published from 
the girls’ third cross 
country league race, 
held at Trelai Park on 
Wednesday, November 
4. The girls had an 
outstanding afternoon 
running in the 
following positions: 

Year 7: 

Evie Wong 7th, Rachel 
Gardner 12th, Laura 
Hawkins 24th, Alys 
Phillips 38th, Hannah 
Gardener 41st, Bronwen 
Williams 57th, Elbe 
Thomas 81st. 

Years 8 and 9: 

Sophie Hawkins, Isobel 
Annetts 16th, Alice Coe 
23rd, Amelie Clode 29th, 
Eve Bird 32nd, Hana 
Martin 36th, Jess Burt 
59th. 

Seniors: 

Jessica Wadey 1st, Mali 
Howell 4th, Georgia 
Armitage 19th, Meriel 
Clode 24 th, Selina 
Radcliffe 28th 
Jasmine Emery 42nd, 
Sophie Oddy 44th, Alys, 
Pritchard 45th, Lowri 
Morgan 46th. 

As a result of these 
excellent performances 
the year-7 girls’ team 
came first overall. The 
year-8 and 9 team came 
second overall and the 
senior team came first 
overall. A fantastic set of 
results: well done girls! 

Cowbridge teams 
finished in the following 
positions overall from all 
schools across Cardiff 
and the Vale: year-7 - 


1st; year-8 and 9 - 4th; 
seniors - 1st. 

A special mention 
must go to Jessica Wadey 
for winning the senior 
league points title for the 
third consecutive year. 
An outstanding 

achievement, well done 
Jess! 

Thank you to all the 
girls for their 
commitment and 

enthusiasm throughout 
another successful cross 
country season! 

Year-7 Hockey 

YEAR-7 girls played 
Ysgol Bro Morgannwg 
away on Monday, 
November 16. We 
played seven-a-side and 
each team played three 
matches. 

The B team, captained 
by Aimee Eason won two 
matches (2-0 and 1-0) 
and lost one match (2-0). 
The A Team captained by 
Seren Burgum won all 
three of their matches (2- 
0, 2-0 and 2-0). 

Excellent play from 
the girls. Their skills 
have really improved 
with the training since 
September. Well done 
girls! 

Kristian Jones 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to Kristian Jones who 
has been added to the 
Commonwealth Games 
‘Eutures Cymru’ 
athlete support 

programme for Welsh 
Athletics. 

The philosophy of the 
programme is to prepare 
athletes to place in the 
top six at the 
Commonwealth Games. 
The support for the 2015- 
16 period is due to 
Kristian’s performances 
in the 2015 outdoor 
season and 2015 indoor 
season. He will receive 
an athlete support grant 
and he has been awarded 
access to all service 
provisions. 

EG 



Winners Robert Calcaterra, Geraint Davies 
and Trevor Wooding with society captain Brian 
Jones and sponsor Andrew Thomas. 


Farmers enjoy 
‘hidden jewel’ 


LLANTRISANT & 
Pontyclun Golf 
Club, recognised as 
a hidden jewel in 
the heart of Talbot 
Green with its 
mature trees and 
bounded by the 
river Ely, proved a 
welcoming venue 
last Thursday for 
the monthly 

meeting of the 
Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf 
Society. 

Despite the very wet 
conditions experienced 
in south Wales recently, 
participants found the 
course in very good 
condition with many 
returning scores to be 
proud of. 

Thirty-two 
competitors made their 
way to the first tee all 
hoping to win won of the 
many prizes kindly 
donated by the day’s 
sponsors, Herbert R 
Thomas & Company Ltd 
of Cowbridge, which 
finished with just one 
point separating the top 
four. 

As members returned 
to the clubhouse they 
were particularly pleased 
to be welcomed by the 
president of Llantrisant 
& Pontyclun Golf Club, 
Dr J M L Jones. 

Dr Mike was elected 
president in 2003 and has 
proved during this time 
the perfect ambassador 
for this most welcoming 
of golf clubs, gaining the 
respect of golfers 
throughout Wales. 

Eollowing an excellent 
evening meal Trevor 
Wooding, a former 
member of the host golf 
club before leaving in 
1996 to join the home of 
golf at Cottrell Park, was 
declared the winner of 


the HRT Trophy when 
returning a very 
impressive 37 stableford 
points. 

Society president 
Geraint Davies finished 
runner-up with 36 points. 
In third place playing on 
his home course was 
Keith Davies also with 
36 points, followed by 
Neil McLean also with 
36 points. 

The highest individual 
score of the day however 
was achieved by the 
sponsor’s representative 
Robert Calcaterra, who 
returned a very 
impressive 40 stableford 
points, fully justifying a 
later handicap reduction 
of two shots for his next 
competition. 

Nearest the pin on the 
par three holes were 
society captain Brian 
Jones, Tony McCarthy, 
Trevor Wooding and also 
Jim Hayes, Andrew 
Thomas and Clive 
Thomas, who earlier had 
demonstrated their art of 
skiing without skis when 
slipping spectacularly on 
the wet surface. 

Dan Jarvis won the 
Bear Hotel Cowbridge 
sponsored longest drive 
competition and local 
member Robert Calvert 
collected the Premier 
Turf Ltd sponsored bottle 
of whisky when correctly 
guessing 12 balls would 
fail to return home. 

This raised £60 for the 
charity Operation 

Christmas Child with 
later donations taking 
this amount to £145. 

The society’s next 
meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, December 10, 
when members will 
gather at the RAF St 
Athan golf club for their 
Christmas meeting. 


T.McC 


Go to the Cowbridge GEM for 

the latest stories and breaking news... 



www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 

































